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Not far from the Carpathian, or, as^ 
they arc now termed, the Krapae 
Mountains, which separate Poland from 
Transylvania, and at the distance of. 
eight leagues from the city of Cracow, 
there formerly existed an ancient build- 
ing, called the Castle of Vistulof. The 
stupendous ruins with which it was sur- 
rounded, afforded, at once, a pictu- 
resfque: and awful scene of the grandeur 
and^ decadence of the noblest of human 
works,- and announced that it had been, 
at. first, composed of a vast pile, which 
- the consuming hand of tin^, arid the 
devastations of long and disastrous wars, 
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had reduced to an edifice of very mo- 
derate extent. At one place were seen 
fragments of buildings really detached 
from eadh other, but seemingly united 
by perspective, and lofty masses of 
ruins, admirable for their elevation and 
boldness of architecture, as also for their 
iSturdy solidity; at another place ap- 
|>eared mouldering v^alls, thick, he^vy 
turrets, and cumbrous battlements, 
which, in their state of decay, seemed 
to make the earth groan beneath their 
pressure. It would be impossible, with*- 
t)ut the aid of the pencil, to give an 
^equate 'idea of the saliaiit towers, 
-luised at intervals, the greatest part of 
-whose qrovm-work had yielded to time, 
;!aftcr haying, for centuries, resisted the 
.violence of the laost furious storms ; of 
the lofty: ramparts, angular piles comt- 
rposed of nnassy blocks, and of the but- 
, tresses^ whose support should seem to 

- have 
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havfe been /eternal^ if the irresistible 
force of ages had «ot demonstrated the 
contrary. Amidst these mementos of 
past .grandeur and present decay, the 
'eye would find some repose by lighting 
OB the bushes^ those children of chance 
and nature^ which grew in the midst of 
the crevices; on the trees, whose roots 
had laid hold of the moftar, which time 
had converted into a vegetative soil, 
:and whose verdant tops shaded the cor- 
nices, ,and decorated the loftiest parts ; 
^nd also on the tough and "long-lived 
ivy, whose thick foliage and nervous 
branches overspread a great part of the 
surface, and. served as a prop to those 
^ancient structures. Where any part was 
entirely overthrown^ it was difficult to 
.make way through the scattered frag- 
ments which strewed the ground they 
once proudly, overlooked: where any 
p^rt was 5till standing,^ it appeared to 
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brave both time and seasons^ and to 
yield only iaftcr a most desperate con- 
flict. At one spot, were roofs sinking 
"under their own weight, whose worm- 
eaten rafters, and iron- work consumed 
by rust, announced at once their anti- 
quity and decay ; at another, stood in-^ 
sukted masses, unshaken, on their bases, 
which seemed as durable ias the Egyp- 
tian pyramids ; further on, had been an 
edifice, of which some pilasters and 
other fragments only Remained, suffi- 
cient to shew that it had been a chapel. 
The outer area was separated from the 
inner one by a broad ditch ; over this 
there had been a drawbridge, which had 
long since disappeared, except the pos- 
terns; the ditch itself was nearly filled 
up, by the falling masses of the adja- 
cent ramparts, and the bushy willows 
which ranged through it. The front of 
the tower, against which the draw- 
bridge 
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bridge had stood, was covered with 
saxifrage, whose seeds, borne by the 
winds, attach to the smallest intervals ^ 
their vagrajnt stalks grew evea in the 
midst of the has reliefs, arms, and tror 
phies, which formed the crown-work,, 
and of which some vestiges still re- 
mained. 

On all sides, the spectator was me* 
naced by accumulated wreck and tot- 
• tering ruins ; his path was, at times, 
overhung by the watch- turrets, which 
jutted out from the tops of the loftiest 
towers, where they appeared as if they 
were suspended in the air. In spite of 
the combmed assaults of wind, rain, 
frost, and the decomposing power of 
time, they were still entire -, ;but, since 
the destruction of the staircase, leading 
to them had rendered them inaccessible 
to man, they served for retreats to se- 
veral species of the winged creation. 

» 3 Flocks 
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Pldck^ of jackdaws occupied the pin- 
nacles and the* holes whence stones had 
been detached; and no sooner was a 
new cavity formed, than a new family 
took possession of it. They were con- 
tinually cutting the air in the environs,, 
where, out of danger of the murdering 
gun, they enjoyed happiness and liberty. 
Swarms of owls and bats occupied the 
interior and inferior parts. 

Here the ivy, which delights in soli- 
tary and umbrageous places, might be 
said to hold its domain. Like the 
mournful yew and funereal cypress, 
those companions of silence and death, 
it frequents cemetries, and clothes their • 
ancient and venerable inclosurcs. Some- 
tinies its tortuous and fle^Kible branches 
conceal the unmerited and forgotten 
epitaphs of the rich ; at others, they 
embrace, frpm top to bottom, those 
ancient crosses, or rude stones, which 

the 
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the hands of the indigent have conise* 
crated to the memocy of a relative or 
friend, without a flattering inscription :• 
whatever Begins to be lost in the dis- 
tance of time, or is remote from the 
sight* and destructive hands of man, it 
claims for its own — the mutilated gate- 
way^ on which some legends denote ita 
Gothic origin — the elliptic sweeps, the 
ckcjfi d'oBuvre of the twelfth, century 
-?-^the tottering pillars, which still sus- 
tain some arched fragments — all these it 
usurps, as well as the deserted cottage. 
Does the weight of years destroy the 
roof of an edifice, rot its timbers, or 
crack an arch, instantly the ivy ap- 
pears in the midst of the "ruins, traverses 
them in every part, and embracing them 
with its bands, its branches creep up 
and fasten to the summit of the walls. 
Do any qrevices, or the void of a case--, 
ment^ present themselves in its passage, 

B 4 it 
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it lays hold on them, and, aided by, 
those new ladders, it again takes a ver- 
tical direction, and climbs. on fron\ story. 
to story, till it covers the coriaic^.with 
its. evergreen ^arb..l Thefe, like artrue: 
emblem of perseverance, a friei^d and: 
oompahioo of solitude, silence, and ob-* 
livion, it remains faithful to the last, 
and perishes only with the edifice to 
vi^hich it has attached itself, after having. 
long protected its old age, and delayed- 
its decrepitude — amidst the ruins of the 
Gastle of Vistulof, it displayed all its. 
Hfsajesty of gloom. - , . 

•: X^ie entrance from the outer into the: 
inner arfea,- was by a passage .uader two* 
enormous arches, which had been for- 
merly defended by iron? gratings and- 
portcullices. It was n&uph less incum-:' 
Ijered with ruins tlwi the:ott«'».anU'i|it 
the middle of it, stgod.the bodyof the. 
building,\which. was tolefaWy;.prcscrv^.i 
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by means of some modern repairs, very 
distinguishable from the original struc- 
ture. The stile of the whole was simple> 
yet noble. From the center, of the build- 
ing rose a very lofty tower, with a wind- 
ing staircase : It was a beautiful piece 
of ancient architecture, and in good pre- 
servation ; as, except some of the stepsj. 
nothing was wanting to its entirety- A 
cupola of square stones, composed with. 
mueh taste, surmounted it. The stair- 
case communicated, by means of gal- 
leries, with the ramparts, platforms^, 
.and apartments. ^In the.ktter were stilL 
to be seen some vestiges of their ancient, 
magnificence, sonde, traces of the tudei 
luxury of these remote times. 
. Beneath the castle were vast subter- 
raneous caverns, which were still inu 
perfect preservation, lo behold them,^ 
it seemed as if time could only destroy 
those w6rks wJhdch arc above ground., 
. ' ' B 5 * These 


These sonorous vaults were still in their 

• 

infancy, and appeared as solid as the 
rock out of which they were excavated. 
Of all the works of man, those subter- 
' raileous vaults alone, by being prptectcd 
from the ravages of the seasons, seem 
to haye no other termination than that 
of tj^e globe itself. Such are the cis- 
terns of Carthage, over which the Tu- 
nisians plough; ^uch the aqueducts of 
Alexandria, and the common sewers of 
Rome, whose origin was unknown at 
the epoch of its foundation. In tra- 
versing the subterraneans of Vistulof, 
the echoes of those mute and solitary 
caverns repeated the sounds ten times 
over, and made it appear like so many 
toices welcoming the curious visitor in- 
to another world. 

/The landscape round the Castle of 
Vistulof, was formed to delight every 
soul, sensible of the varying and ma- 
jestic 
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jestic scenes of unadorned nature. Here 
were seea rocks, whose craggy and bare 
precipices presented the image of steri-* 
lity, whilst others, clothed with wood 
and verdure, appeared the picture of 
fertility : Tliere, the eye followed, with, 
delight, the .undulation of a serpentine 
brook, amidst tufts of furze,, willows, 
alders, and poplars^ On one side ex- 
tended a vast plain, wliich, when co- 
vered with the verdure of spring, re- 
sembled the waving sea. pfeying at the. 
will of the winds; and on the other 
side, the horizon was^ determined by a 
vast chain of mountains, covered with a 
thick forest,, impenetrable to the. rays 
of the sunv whose lofty summit seemed 
like a vast hanging verdure suspended 
from the azure sky. 

Such was the Castle of Viistulof,, 
when,^ about a century and a half since,. 
k became the scene of such surprisijog,* 
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occurrences, as caused tbe greatest sen- 
sation through all the province? of Pp- . 
land; atid tradition .has yet preserved 
tl)em fresh in renjepil^ance, among dbe. . 
ifihabitants of the ci)untry. adjoioing* the .. 
Carpathian Mountains. . The*ca8tle had ' 
been in the possession of the noble fa- ^ 
mily of Rosomaski during several pre- ; 
ceding generations, and, at. that time, ; 
belonged to a branch of it, whose »stir- ; 
prising history,, strongly raaflq^^ by the .. 
uncomjpion vicissitudes^ of fortune, and. • 
by the superior comforts of conjugal/ 
love- and fidelity to every adverse trial, j 
forms -the fubject of the " following 
pages* ■ ^- \ - / ' 

a. 
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CHAP. I. 


^OUNT Leopold RosomaskX from his 
earliest infancy, gave evident tokens that, 
tbe bold, active, and impetuous blood of 
his ancestors, ennobled his veins ; and yet 
he arrived at the age? of manhood, before . 
he knew that his education, and expecta- 
tions in life, were by no means suitable to 
bis birth. He was brought up as the son of 
one ByIofr> a humble peasant, who culti- 
vated an unfrequented spot in the midst. 

of 
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of that immense forest, which, bristles the 
greatest part of the country adjacent to the 
Carpathian mountains, and which was part 
of the estate of Count Petrowifz. It was 
at no great distance from the Castle of Yh* 
tulof, which justly belonged to Leopold; 
but had been usurped from him by his 
uncle OH his father's side, upon whose 
death his son, named Lanfranco, had taken 
possession of it. As Leopold knew no 
other thdn his reputed father, he did not 
repine at the humble and laborious linp of 
life in which fortune had placed him, and 
he cheerfully contributed his efforts to those 
of Byloff and his son, who was his foster- 
brother, for their mutual support. 'Byloff! 
made tio sort of distinctioi) between his 
adopted and his; real son. He called them' 
simply by their christian names, Leopold 
and Ludowico, and made them both share 
the >same labours and the same fatigues. 
Their residence was in the very midst of^ 
the forest, and in the gloomiest and most 
impenetrable part of it. There, by un- 

\ . ceasing. 


, THE INVISIBLE BlfSMY. 16 

ceasiiig perseverance^ and felling the trees, 
they had cleared a. spot of about twelve 
^ acres^ at one end of which stood th^ir cot- 
tage^ which was in the rudest stile of the 
primitive ages; but, since Leopold and 
Ludowico had been capable of assisting 
Byloff^ it had. been enlarged, and rendered: 
comfortable. At the*back of the cottag^^ 
and excavated, as it were, from the forest, 
was a small kitchen-garden : Its only orna- 
ment was a large venerable tree, which had. 
been reserved frotn the fury of the levelling 
axe, for the pious purpose of sheltering 
and protecting a mound of earth, neatly 
covered with green sod. This was the mo- 
nument of Byloff's wife, over which con- 
jugal and filial piety often distilled their 
precious drops. 

In this remote and (keary situation they 
never saw any person ; and L^eepold and 
Ludowico would have believed their own 
little society to have been the sole human 
inhabitants of the universe,^ if BylofT had* 
not M^metimes, on holidays, taken thesn 
&• to 


16 TflE INVISIBLE KNEMT. ' 

to Dorbalec,. which was the name of the 
castle of Count Petrowitz, to join in the 
festivity of the vassals. • They could not 
conceive why Byloff* had enjoined them 
never to mention the place of their abode,- 
any more than they could* guess what were 
the utility of those exercises which he ne-. 
ver /ailed, except in i>ad weather, to make, 
them practise after the labour of the d^y 
was finished — these were riding, and the 
use . of arms. Byloff would sometimes 
make them engage on horseback, sometimes 
on foot; at others; he would cause. Leo-: 
pold on foot to attack Ludowico on. horse-* 
back, and the reverse. Oftentimes he would; 
make them both attack himself, to shew 
them withi what dexterity he could defend 
himself against such odds: he would also 
join Leopold in an attack upon Ludowico, 
and then take the part of Ludowico against 
Leopold. By these shaln rencounters the' 
two youths became so adroit, that they 
were in a condition, although on. foot, arid 
with no other weapon than a cudgel, pfi 

avoiding 
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avoiding the cuts of a sabre or pble-axc, 
and dismounting any antagonist. At length 
the time came which was to put them to a 
trial. 

Leopold and Ludowico were verging 
towards manhood, when, one very sultry 
afternoon, as they were resting from their 
labour of hewing wood for a provision of 
winter-fuelj and were taking some repaist 
in 'the. cool shade of a tree, they beheld 
two females approaching them. They rose 
lip,. and saluted them with tne utmost re» 
spect. Their' salutation was returned with 
nd less civility. The females, who were 
far diffex'ent, both in dress and manners, 
{rom all whom the young peasants had 
ever before seen, struck them forcibly by 
their affable dsemeapour, and tiie easy con- 
descension with which they asked them se-* 
Yfrairf\tim^\P9$. ■: Aftfir some few minutes 
passed in^ conversation, \they bade adieu, 
and continued their walk, leaying Leopold 
and Ludowico in a state of almost stupid 
admiration. They stood looking after 

them 
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tkem whilst they continued in view, and 
even after they were out of sight, their 
limbs continuedmotionless, and their eyes 
rivetted towards the '< road which they had 
taken. In a short time, they heard the 
most piercing and alarming crijes, and a$ 
they were those of females, they had no 
doubt but they proceeded from the two 
who bad just left them. By ^ sudden im- 
pulse, they instantly seized their axes, and 
TB^ towafd& the spot whence the sound 
roamed to proceed. They beheld the two 
females ' struggling with four men, who 
IT ere dismounted, whilst two othetSj^m oust- 
ed, and holding the horses of titeir com-- 
yades, were encouraging them in their 
violence. 

Leopold, bounding Jike a tyger on his* 
prey, soon came up with^ and levelled two 
of the men, who held one of the females^ 
to the ground. In an instant, Ludowico 
struck down one of the others, who held 
the other female; and the fourth ran to- 
wards his comrades, and mounted.- Leopold 

was 
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was supporting the female vrhom he had 
rescued^ and who had fainted in his arms^ 
v^hen the remaining horsemen, softer some 
conversation, drew their sabres, and began 
to move towards them. Leaving the sense- 
less maiden to the cai-e of her companion, 
Leopold and Ludowico grasped their axes, 
and advanced to meet the horsemen. 

'^ Who^re you, base slaves?'* cried one 
of the horsemen, ^' and how dare you thus 
obstruct our purpoises ?" 

" We are, not base slcwes/' replied Leo- 
pold, " or we should be your associates in 
villainy. Notwithstanding the meanness 
of our garb, we feel our hearts beat as 
those of men, whose duty it is to protect 
female innocence from the insuUs of such 
miscreants^ as you are/' 

'' Insolent scoundrel !*' exclaimed the 
same horseman- — '' retire this instant, or 
you shall receive the chastisement which 
you deserve !" 

The peasants made no reply, but bran- 
dished their axes, atid the horsemen pushed 

towards 
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towards them. Leopold sprung forwards,* 
and, before the foremost horseman had 
time to use his sabre, struck his horse so 
violent a blow on the head, as instantly 
brought it and its rider to the ground. 
The pther two assailed Ludowico, hoping 
to crush him before Leopold could give 
assistance, but he avoided them by jump- 
ing aside, and then instantly springing for- 
wards ao^ain, and adroitlv catchih<j the le^: 
of one of them, he whirled him off his 
horse. Leopold then joined him, and their 
appearance was so resolute, and what to- 
ken they had given of their prowess had scr 
astonished the ravishers, that the two dis- 
mounted ones ran off, and the only re- 
raaining horseman thought proper to fol- 
low them. 

Leopold and Ludowico, being thus left 
masters of ' the field of battle, returned to 
the females, exclaiming, *^ Fear nothing — 
ye are safe, -^nd the villains are fied !" At 
these words, the female who had fainted 
opened her eyes, and beholding Leopold 

covered 
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xovered with the blood of the horse in 
whose head he had buried his axe^ instantly 
relapsed. It wus some time before she re- 
covered again, and the first words she ut- 
tered were, '^ Oh ! my brave deliverer is 
wounded!" Leopold, guessing that her 
relapse had been occasioned by her fear on 
his account, replied, " No, .no, thank Hea*- 
ven ! my dear Lady, we are safe enough. 
The blood which alarms you, is only that 
of an innocent horse, which paid -the for- 
feit for its guilty rider." The female, to 
whom he addressed himself, appeared to 
regain her spirits by this assurance, and de- 
sired that they might lose no time in get- 
ting out of the forest, lest the fugitives 
should return, and overpower her gallant 
defenders. 

'^ We will escort you to your hon\^,'* 
said Leopold, '' and if they were to return 
with an host, we would face thefli in your 
defence!*' 

The first part of this speech, which was 
uttered with a most intrepid tone, was so 

different 
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difTeFent from the last three words of ity 
which were softened into an inexpressible 
tenderness for her personal safety, that it 
caused the lady to look at Leopold; and 
when she beheld him covered with blood> 
«nd brandishing his, stained axe, and yet 
discerned in his eyes the most respectful 
submission and tender solicitude for her 
safety, it made surH an impression of ad- 
miration and gratitude on her heart, as 
were never afterwards to be erazed. Her 
,«yes no sooner met the e'ag^r glances of 
Leopold's, than they were directed to the 
ground ; and, after a moment's pause, she 
told her companion, that they had best be 
going; and, without waiting for an an- 
swer, she turned to Leopold, and desired 
th$ support of his arm. Leopold's eyes 
glistened With pleasure at the request : he 
took her arm within his, and felt, at that' 
■moment, ^'•a mingled emotion of pride and 
pleasure, such as his heart had never eii»- 
tertained before ; but his pleasure was ra- 
ther damped, when, on asking her whither . 

he 
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ite was to conduct her, he was informed 
that she lived at Dorbalec^ and was the 
daughter of Count Petrowitz. Notwith- 
Standing the retired situation in which they 
lived, Byloffi . whenever the weather was 
unfavourable to their exercises in the ope^n 
tair^ had taught his children to read and 
write ; and, from some few books which he 
had, Leopold had gained a sufficient know- 
ledge of the world, to understand the dif* 
Icrence which there was betwixt the .situa- 
tion of himself and his fair partner. He 
became thoughtful, and walked on without 
scarcely speaking another word. The lady, 
who perhaps guessed the cause of his si- 
lence, and was employed in a similar me- 
ditation, was equally pensive, imtil they 
reached the edge of the forest, whence 
they had a view of Dorbalec. * 

Here an involuntary sigh escaped from 
Leopold's bosom. He stopped, and told 
the lady, that, as she and hw companion 
were now in safety, himself and his bro- . 
ther would take their leave of them. 

'' Surely/' 
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• " Surely," cried shie, *^ you will go home 
with us, and grve my father aa opportunity 
of shewing. his grateful sense, of your gal- 
lant and generous conduct." 

'* Excuse us for the present/' replied 
Leopold — ^' we are not in a condition to 
be seen there; besides, our father waits 
for us ; he will be alarmed at our absence 
beyond the usual hour." 

" My father," said she,. " will send a 
messenger to acquaint yours with your be- 
ing at Dorbalec, and he will come and 
witness, with pleasure, the respect which 
will be paid to his gallant sons."' 

However galling was the separation- to 
the feelings of Leopold, for he was en- 
slaved by her whom he had risked his life . 
to defend, yet he remembered the injunc- 
tion of Byloflf^ not to disclose the place of 

their abode. He told the lady, that there 

• 

were circumstances, unknown even tp 
themselves, which made it impr/op^r for 
them to obey her ; but, seeing her much 
chagrined at the re&isal, he gave her a 

solemn 
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salemn promise, that^ when she should have . 
recovered from the fright which such an 
outrage must have occasioned, himselFand 
brother would certainly call at Dbrbalec. 
The lady seemed somewhat satisfied with 
this assurance. 

" It would be ungenerous," said she, 
'^ to press you to that for which you have 
no inclination." ' 

^' No inclination !" exclaimed Leopold 
— '^ Lady, I would rather obey your com- 
mands, than be the first man in the uni- 
verse ; but, in this instance, filial duty -" 

" Ought jto be superior to every other 
consideration," said the lady, interrupting 
him-^^' We must be contented with your 
promise of seeing us soon. You must not, 
however," added she, drawing out a purse, 
'^ refuse to accept some little present mark 
of our gratitude— I am ashamed it is s6' 
small."' 

" Lady," s^id Leopold,^ '' we have ever 
been maintained by the labour of our 
hands, and are unacqyaihted with the want 

VOL. I. c of 
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of money. Besides, the man who will ac- 
cept a remuneration for a goo(} deed, will 
be easily bribed to a bad one." 

" Your discourse ill besuits your dress/' 
said the lady — " you are not what you ap- 
pear to be : We might have expected from 
you the language of honest plainness, b«t 
not ^ that' of polished honour aijd senti- 

ment." ^ ' 

We are, however," replied Leopold, 
nothing more than what our gart be- 
speaks us-^labouring foresters ; and this is 
. the firet time in my life that I ever felt dis- 
^tisfied with my lowly station." 

The lady bbished at this speech, and 
Leopold instantly became sensible of the 
boldness of it. A pause qnsued, which was 
^t length broken by the lady. 

^' Well then," said she, '' I must be con- 
' ^tent to postpone my gratitude till you shall 
think proper to claim it. Accept, how- 
ever, this bracelet^" added she, taking one 
'.frpm her arm/ '' -afnd wear it in remem- 

bi^ance of me." 

'^will 
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'VI \vill we^r it ne?ct my heart/* replied 
Leopold, as he kneeled to receive it, '^ aiifl 
never Jose it but with liiy life." 

It cojit^ined a miniature picture of the 
fair donoi-; and Leopold, after gazing 4t 
.il for a few moments, put it to his lips, 
and kissed ,it .wjth^ fervour. She blushed, 
and bidding adieu, hastily went.toward^ t)ie 
' castle, followed by her companion. 

Leopold and Ludowico remained .sta- 
.tioiiafy until they saw them enter the gatcyi 

of the castle, when they. turned about to 
go homewards. 

" Well," said Leopold, '' wh^t think you 
of this adventure ?" ' 

^' That it is not n^uch to your advan- 
*tage,*' replied Ludowico ; ^' for if you 
have conquered the men, the fair one has 
subdued you: You have lost vour liberty, 
without the hopes of any thing in return." 
^ ^^ What makes you think so ?" said Leo- 
pold. 

/ .^' The difference of your situation in 
life," replied Ludowico. "There might have 

c 2 been 
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been some hopes for me with my partner^ 
who, as I learnt from her, was only the at- 
tendant of yours ; but I believe it will be 
best fpr you to think no more of the mis- 
tress/' 

" Think no more of her!" exclainied 
Leopold, looking on the miniature — " I 
could as easily forget that I exist." 

'^ Well then," said Ludowico, ^' only re- 

• • • 

member, at the same time, whose daughter 

r 

she is, and whose son you are. Prudence 
may save you some heart-aches." 

This caution plunged Leopold into a 
train of melanchaly reflections, which last- 
ed till they reached home. 

Byloflfi who had prepared their meal, and 
wondered at their unusual stay^ was gone, 
into the forest to look for them. Some 
time elapsed before he returned ; and the 
instant he entered, and beheld Leopold, 
whose thoughts had been too much absorb- 
ed to permit him to think of wiping the 
sanguinary stains from his dresSj^ he ex- 
claimed— 

« How's 
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" How's this ! there's blood upon your 
clothes ! — God preserve us from sin ! what 
have you been about ?" 

At that instant they heard the trampling 
of horses. 

" They are coming again^ to be revenged 
of us,'* exclaimed Leopold^ catching up 
his axe, ?till clotted with gore — *' but let 
us sell our lives like men V 

'* Oh, my sons," cried Byloflf^ *' ye hav« 
shed blood, and it cries out against you ! 
Why have I lived to see this tfnfortuilale 
hour!" . . 

He was interrupted by a number of arm- 
ed men, who rushed in to the cottage. They 
looked earnestly at Leopold and Ludowico, 
and, at length, one of them said — " These 
answer the description which has beea 
given us; besides, there is blood on the 
clothes of one of them. You must gcx 
with us," added he, addressing himself to' 
Leopold. » 

^Whither?" demanded Leopold. 

" To Dorbalec/' replied the person — ► 

c8 ''Count 


-^ 
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'*' Count Petrovvitz has ordered us to b,ring 
ev^ry peruoti We could find in^ the forest 
, before him." 

'' We will go with you/' said Leopold, 
•' but not by force.'* 

'' We have no orders to u$^ force, unless 
we ar^ compelled to do so/' replied the 
person. 

" Lead on then," said Leopold^ " and we 
will 5II attend you." 

Byloff groaned, and lifted up his- e;J^es to 
heaven — " My Sons/' crieid he, " are you 
guilty or innocent ?" 

" We are spotless as the sun," replied 
Leopold — ^' We have done nothing but' 
Vhat you will commend us foy doing." 
' * '' Enough," cried ByloflT-^^' then let us 

They alf left the cottage, the horsemen 
surrounding Byloflf^ Leopold, and Ludo- 
wico; the two latter of whom, fearing 
some perfidious design, refused to be dis- 
armed, and carried their axes on their 
shoulders. When* they arrived at the castle, 

they 
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Aey found the Count in the great hall, 
surrounded by his domestics,^ and numbers 
of his vassals^ whom Tie had summoned on 
the occasion. At his side were seated the 
two females whom Leopold and tudowico 
had preserved. The Count turned to his 
daughter, and asked if these were the per- 
eons. She answered in the affirmative. 

'* Who are you ?" demanded the Count, 
looking stedfastly at Leopold. 

'^ I only know^/' replied he, " that I re^ ' 
side in the adjoining forest, and that those 
you see with me, are my father and bro- 
ther." 

^ '' Is this true P' said the Count, turning 
to Byloff. 

" Part is true, and part is not,'* replied 
Byloff—" He is not my son — the other is." 
Why," said the Count to Leopold^ 

do you tell me what is not true?" 

I scorn it>" replied Leopold, asto- 
nished. 

** He does not know but he has told you 

c 4 the 
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the truth/' said Byloff— '' Till this instant, 
he never doubted that he was my soo." 

*^ Whose, ion, is heihen?" demanded 
the Count. ► , 

^' He is the only son of the late Count 
Gustavus Rosotnaski/' replied I^loflT. 

'' Have a care, old man," cried the 
Count — " I have heard that that child died; 
ip its infancy." 

'' So it was falsely reported by his uncle 
and guardian, the late TheodoHc Roso- 
maski, >n order to get the title and estate 
•into his own family," said Byloff-^^^ This 
is the real heir, whom I rescued from the 
untimely grave to which he was doomed 
by his unnatural uncle." 

" Who are yop ?" demanded the Count, 
" and what proofs have vqu of the truth of 
so bold .an assertion ?" 

'' Iwa^ one of the domestics of the good 
Count Gustavus Rosoraaski," replied By- 
loflf^ ^^ who died suddenly^ leaving this son 
an infant and an orphan, as his lady had 

preceded 
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preceded him to the -grave only some few 
weeks before. The uncle became the guar- 
dian of the nephew, who, after his mother's- 
death, was iiurtured by my wife, with this 
other youth, my own son. Theodoric, for 
some months after his brother's death, was 
more than kind— he loaded me and my 
wife with favours; and having thus, as he^ 
thought, prepared us to enter into his sor- 
did and cruel views, he proposed to us to 
substitute his own son, then an. infant, in 
the place of the legitimate heir. We were 
struck with horror at so foul a design ; but, 
as we imagined that a heart capable of form- 
ing it, would hesitate at no means of put- 
ting it into execution, we could not dare 
to express our detestation openly. Theo- 
doric, seeing that we hesitated, gave uS' 
money, and made us the most splendid 
promises. We pretended to be overcome 
by his liberality, and to give into his 
scheme. The day was appointed, when his 
own son Lanfranco, the present wrongful 
possessor, of the title and- possessions of 

c5 Rosomaski> 
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Rosomaski, was to be brought into the- 
castle, and received by my wife, in the 
place of the son of Gustavus, who was 16 
be sent away. Having concerted measurei^ 
with my. wife, we rose before the break of 
the day which was to have witnessed this 
horrid deed. We packed up whatever pro- 
perty' we had saved from the liberality of 
the good Gustaviis and his lady, and mount- 
. ed on two horses, which we took out of the , 
stables. My wife carried our son, and I 
the young Ct>unt. As we thought our- 
selves unsafe, from Theodpric^s pufsuit, in 
any inhabited place;; we sought the most 
gloomy and unfrequented part of the forest 
which is oil your domains, where we erect- 
eda hut, and, by imperceptible degrees, 
formed a comfortable retreat. My wife 
died several years ago, but not till after, 
at her own most earnest request, she had 
made a journey to Cracow ; where, in the 
presenc:e of a priest and a notary, libth of 
whom were pointed out to us as men of 
unblemished character and integrity, she 

made 
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made an oath of the facts which I have just 
related. A written copy of that deposition 
"Was, at the same time, signed by her, and ' 
left with each of those two persons, to re- 
main unopened till Leopold, which is the 
name of the real Count Rosomaski, should 
arrive at a proper age to assert his rights. 
Until the present day, we have never been 
disturbed in our retreat, where I have con- 
stantly inured the boys to hardships and' 
labour; and as, in my youth, I had been 
a soldier, and had seen isome real service. 
I trained them up to arms,, to remjer Leo- 
pold worthy of the rank to which he was 
born, as well as capable of contending for' 
it, and to give him my Son Ludowico for 
an able auxiliary. You may judge of the 
progress which they have made under my 
instructions,' by their bloody feats this day, 
oT the cause of whrch I am still ignorant,, 
as 1 came home only some Jfew moinents- 
before your people arrived? ta bring us 
hither;, but as I have alwayS- endeavoured 
id impress upon their mind?; neyer to use 

, c6 thefc. 
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their strength but against some violent ag- 
gression, or act of injustice, I remain con- 
fident that they will be found not to have i 
abused it." 

During this narrative, the Count was at- 
tentively eyeing the two youths, whose 
athletic, though green manhood, undaunt- 
ed looks, and intrepid demeanour, called 
forth astonishment and admiration in all 
the spectators. His attention, however, 
was chiefly dr^wn towards Leopold, whom . 
this narrative more nearly interested. It 
is impos^ble to , describe his agitation. 
Rage and indignation, at the unnatural 
conduct of his unple ; surprise, at learning 
the elevated station to which he was born ; 
joy, at having it disclosed in the presence . 
of the lovely daughter of the Count Petro- 
witz, whose eyes sufficieiitly testified her 
pleasure at the disclosure— all formed to- 
gether such a mixture of passions, as 
scarcely ever before struggled together in 
the same breast, and at the same instant. 

An interval of silence succeeded the 

narrative. 
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narrative. Every spectator had his eye 
upon Leojold^ who, however, remained 
n^ute and thoughtful. At length. Count 
Petrowitz broke silence. 

" It is a dangerous secret which yon have 
been disclosing," said he — '- The present 
reputed Count Rosomaski is now well esta- 
blished in his possession : He is rich and 
powerful, Leopold is poor and friendless." 

^' But my arm is not nerveless^" exclaim- 
ed Leopold — *' I will challenge Lanfranca 
to- maintain bis title against mine, hand to. 
band, and be his the ^iSpoils who wins the 
day." 

" My daughter Rhodiska, and her com- 
panion," said the Count, " have given me 
an astonishing account of your prowess 
and intrepidity; but what can you do 
singly against numbers ? for I am assured 
that Lanfranco will never trust his title ta. 
suck a decision/* 

*^ I know not what I may be able to do» 
singly,," replied Leopold, '' hut- 1 feel a 
something in my heart, which will make 

me 
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me spurn at danger, and urge me on to 
conquest." 

As he uttered these words, he ventured' 
to cast a look at Rhodis^a, ^vho crimsoned, 
and cast her eyes towards the ground. 

" Let every one, but this young man, 
leave the room," said the Count; " and I 
charge you that not a syllable transpire of 
what you have heard Let every attention: 
be paid to the old man and his son." 

" Brave youth!'* added the Count, so 
soon as he was left with Leopold, ^' I feeP 
and tremble for your situation. If you* 
haye a just claim to the title and posses-' 
sic^ns of Rosomaski^ y^t yoti have a most 
crafty and powerful competitor. I think I 
know his character — he will go any lengths^ 
to gratify his ambition." 

'' Is there no law then in Poland?" said 
Leopold. 

" Certainly," answered the Count ; '''buf- 
tfiere, as in every other country, it is o/ily 
for those ^who ca» aSeifdr tfee ^xpeiice of 
il;'' 

''Then 
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" Then I will relv on mine own arm for 
redress/* said Leopold- — '^ LanFranco shall 
cither yield me my right, or deprive me 
of life/* 

'^'^^ Be not rash, if you would prosper/* 
said the Count — '' A^ some poispns are an- 
tidotes to others/so is policy the surest 
weapon against a designing enemy. Take 
iny advice — Our gracious sovereign knows 
the value of a good soldier, and rewards 
him a'ccording to his merits be his rank 
what it "may. The ajmy is now going to 
make a campaign on our frontiers : go and 
join it. Your skill, bravery, and intrepi- 
. dity, will, in all probability, cause you to* 
be distingtiished, and that is the readiest 
road to favour and fortune. You ma)* 
then enter the lists with Lanfranco, upon 
equal terms/' ' 

" Count,'* replied Leof)old, *' your ad- 
vice is highly reasonable, and I will follow 
it. T will seek danger in the tented' field ; 
^nd,^when my sword sihaH have been accus- 
tomed 
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tomed to victory^ it will fall the heavier 
on the head of Lanfranco." 

*' May Heaven crown you with suc- 
cess!" said the Count — ''and whatever I 
can do to ensure it to rou, shall not be 
wanting. I will write to Colonel Zulmaa- 
dort whose regiment is one of those about* 
to take the field, and request him to fake 
you under his protection. If hts answer be 
favourable, as I expect from our long acr 
quaintance, you shall depart in a manner 
which would not disgrace you, even, if yoa 
were the acknowledged Count Rosomaski/* 
After Leopold had uttered all that a 
grateful heart could dictate^ the Count in- 
sisted upon his supping with him, jnd tar- 
rying the night, as it would be then late. 
Leopold would have joined ByloflT and his, 
son, but the Count insisted on his sitting at 
his own table. Leopold's heart beat high 
at the honour of being, admitted a com-, 
panion of the County although he would, 
haye preferred the company, of his father 

and 
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and brother, as he still termed them, if it 
had not been for the presence of the lovely 
Rhodiska. During the whole supper-time^ 
she ^as particularly attentive to help him, 
although he ate scarcely any thing ; and 
she seemed more- disposed to prevent his 
•wants, than fo have any of her own. After 
supper, they conversed for several hours; ' 
and the Count and his daughter were sur- 
prised at the propriety of Leopold's ideas, 
the qtiickness of his perception, and the 
dignity, of his expression^ which were far. 
beyond what might have bec^n expected 
from the situation in wj^ith he had been 
brought up. Among^*tbe books, how- 
ever, which BylofFhad brought away from 
Vistulof, was a translation of Plutarch's 
Lives into the Polish dialect, which Leo- 
pold had ever perused with avidity, as if' 
to ground himself on the example of those 
illustrious characters; and, thence he had 
dmwn the chief of bis maxims^ and formed 
his ideas. At length* they retired for the^ 
night, and Leopold was left at liberty ta 

indulge 
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indulge the reflection of his happiness^ in 
being under Ihc same roof with his beloved' 
llhodiska^ 


CHAP. II; 

v/N the first appearance of the sun above 
the horizon> Leopold rose, and met Byloff 
and his son in th^ hall. He acquainted' 
them with the Count's advice^ and his own 
resolVe. 

'' r approve of both/' said Byloff—'^ It 
was the ve^y plan which 1 myself had laid 
down foi: you, when you should have ar- 
rived at a proper age : that season is now 
ct)me.' Excuse the dreadful suspicions which 
r entertained of you yesterday ; my son has- 

convincd 
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conVMiccfd me of the injustice of them. 
The Count Rosomaski will never shed 
blood but in a just cause. Go, and may' 
the shades of your ancestors hover over, 
and protect yon in the hour of danger T* 

Ludowico insisted on accompanying 
Leopold. 

" Go, my son/'' cried BylofF—" fighrby 
(he side of yoiir young lord, and prove 
yourself worthy to support him, wften he' 
shall return to claim his right/* 

'' But how can we leave yoa alone, ray 
dear father?" cried Leopold. 

'^ Give yourself no trouble about me,**' 

replied the old man — '^ Thte Count Petro- 

witz will, I dare say, permit me to conti- 

■ 

ntre in our old abode ; ,and though my head 
begins to shew the wintry season of life, 
yet my arm is not withered. I slidll be 
able to support myself till y<our return, 
and I shall depart in peace when I have seen 
you in your proper station/' 

Count Petrowitz pressed Leopold to re- 
main at Dorbalec ; but, as BylofF intreated 

ta 
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to be permitted to live and die in his old 
* retreatj and to be. bupied in the same grave 
with his wife, Leopold was determined, 
notwithstanding the happiness pf enjoying, 
the presence of Rhodiska, n'ot to quit By- 
loff till ^ Colonel Zulmandorf '.s answer 
should arrive. He pleaded to the County 
- as an excuse, that it was necessary he 
should join his endeavours to those of Lu- 
dowico, X6 render the situation of their 
, father as easy as possible during their ab- 
sence. The good Count acquiesced in 
- . Leopold's grateful resolution, and granted 
him whatever part of the forest himself 
or his companions might wish to inclose. 
When they returned thither, they began to 
fell trees, and saw and split them into logs, 
until they had stacked sufficient fuel to have 
lasted two or three years. They theqgrub- 
bed and ploughed the land, and put it inta 
such a state of preparation, that BylofF 
would have only the easiest labour of hus- 
bandry to undergo, to raise much more 
than sufficient for his support. 

Eveiy 
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Every inqniry which had been made by 
Count Petrowitz, to discover the authx>rs 
of the violence offered to his daughter, 
had proved abortive. On searching, the 
spot where the ravishers had been defeated, 
nothing biit the traces of the blood re- 
mained — the bodies of the slain had been 
all hastily removed. Strong suspicion, 
however, attached to Lanfranco, who had 
demanded Rhodiska in marriage, but had 
been peremptorily refused by her: he was, 
moreover, known to be haughty, violent, 
and revengeful. Count Petrowitz, who 
had no idea, when Lanfranco made propo- 
sals to hiln to unite the two families, that 
he had come to his honours by such foul 
means, approved the match, which would 
have destroyed those quarrels, so common 
in Poland, between the vassals of two 
neighbouring lords, which frequently in- 
volved the chiefs in sanguinary feuds, and 
mortal hatred. He recommended a serious 
consideration of the offer to his daughter, 
but she declared a decided aversion Xo 

Ianfranco> 
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Xanfranco, whose manners were infinitely 
.more calculated to excite disgust, than thje 
tender, passion, in'thebreast of a timid anji 
3U3c^ptible maiden. Indeed, his awn was 
actuated by no sentiment of love : H? 
.sought her hand from motives of intereist 
and policy, and in pursuance. of the -advice 
of his father, who had di^d about twpyeiKS 
before. Theodoric was well aware, that 
the real owner of the honours of Rosomaski 
might be in existence, although he had 
never heard a syllable concerning Bylqff) 
since his flight. He had, therefore, by ex- 
actions fi'om the tenants, amassed a consi- 
derable property, which he meant to have 
secured, let what would happen. This, 
besides a considerable property whiqh was 
.really his own, he had left to his son, wbgryi 
he acquainted with the foundation of his 
title to the domains of Rosomaski, and ad- 
.vised him to seek the daughter of Coui^t 
Petrowitz, who was the next considerable 
person in that neighbourhood, as themeaqs 
of securing his usurped honours. This, 
5 -» therefore. 


THE INVISIBLE SNBi£Y« 4Pf 

therefore, was the only motive of Lanfran- 
co ; and, as he was considerably more afflu-* 
cntthan Count Petrowitz, he imagined his 
proposal would have been readily accepted. 
©ut,_as the power of love had not humbled 
his arrogance and self-conceit, he made his 
approaches with 60 much haughtiness and 
confidence, as caused the gentle Rhodiska 
to shrink from them. She behdd in him, 
one who would be rather her imperious 
master jthan her tender companion. She 
disguised nothing of her sentiments, on 
this head, from her father, who doated on 
his only child, and. put off* Lanfranco with 
as much care as possible, to avoid giving 
offence. 

Lanfranco, who had ev^r been accustom- 
ed to an/ immediate compliance with his 
. will^ and expected it o4i this occasion, 
was so, excessively mortified, that his re- 
sentment made him determine to drop so- 
licitation, and obtain Rh .diska by force. 
•They were his emissari.^s, therefore, who 
had been chastised by Leopold and Ludo- 

wico ; 
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wico ; and be was no sooner informed of 
the defeat of his plot by the fugitives^ 
than he caused the bodies of the slain to 
be removed from the scene of action. 

Having thus, as he imagined, removed, 
all possibility of a discovery, he thought it 
time to endeavour to clear himself from 
all suspicion, by calling at Dorbalec, and 
expressing the utmost indignation against 
the authors of the outrage. He played 
this part with so much seeming sincerity, 
. that Count Petrowitz, although his suspi- 
cions were not in the least staggered;, could 
not avoid thanking him for the interest 
which he took in the business. Lanfranco 
thought this a proper opportunity to re- 
new his proposal, and he hinted, that, by 
bestowing his daughter's hand upon him, 
the Count woul5 free himself and her from 
all danger of a renewal of the attempt. 
Count Petrowitz knew no better way of 
getting rid of him, than by referring him 
to his daughter, whose consent, he told 
him, must be obtained previously to. his 

own. 
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t)wn^ as na consideration whatever should 
induce him to offer the least violence to 
her inclination^ in a matter in which all 
her future happiness was concerned. Lan* 
franco asked permission to converse with 
Rbodiska^once more on the subject^ which 
the Count readily granted^ and told him^ 
, that he would find her, he believed, in the 
garden. 

When Lan franco approached Rhodiska, 
she was talking with Dorothea, ner confi- 
dential attendant, who was the same that 
was with her in the forest. LSin franco ac- 
quainted Rhodiska, that he had obtained 
her father's permission tor speak to her in 
private, and desired she would dismiss her 
attendant ; but Rhodiska replied, that she 
had no reserve whatever from the person 
who attended her, and that she might as 
well hear what he had to say to h^r then, 
as be informed of it the instant he left her. 
Lanfranco was somewhat disconcerted at so 
unpropitioiis a beginning, from which he 
augured unfavourably, and wa§ not mis- 
VOL. I. D ' taken. 
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taken. He renewed the offer of his hjind 
— toW her it was more necessary now than 
ever, after the late attempt, that she should 
put herself under the care of a person who 
could prevent a repetition of it. Which 
her father'^ advanced age rendi^fed Tihn 
incapable of doing effectually : he tnade 
an Ostentatious display of thi^ advantages 
which would accrue to her from being 
united to him ; and concluded by hoping, 
that he might consider himself as her suitor, 
and, consequently^ as hkving a right to 
protect her against all the world. Rho- 
diska had scarcely patience to hear out this 
tedious harangue, from one whom she 
thoroughly despised. She replied with the 
utmost coldness, that she was too young 
to entertain any ideas df marriage, anci in- 
deed had never bestowed any consideration 
on the subject ; but she knew it must be an 
object of so much importance to her fu- 
ture happiness, that she should only be- 
stow her hand where ^he believed she could 
safely trust her beait. She had never felt 

it 
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it in the least degree* interested in his be- 
half and therefore could give him no ea- 
courageraent^ much less permission^ to con- 
sider iiinfisdf as having a right to interfere 
in Iter concerns.. As to any repetition of 
th* late violence, she should take care 
never to stir out of the castle- walls, with- 
out such security as would be sufficient ter 
chastise those who made the attempt. Lan- 
franco was stung to the soul by this indif- 
ference, but he bridled his resentment, that 
he might not be denied admittance toRho- 
diska, whom he determined tp reduce at all 

* 

hazards. IJe only desired she would not 
form any hasty resolve, but give his. pro- 
posal a serious consideration, and he en- 
' tertained nd doubt but the expediency of. 
accepting it would strike her in a proper 
light. 

As Leopold always visited at the castle, 
when his labour was not required at home, 
he chanced to enter the garden at the very 
moment when Lanfranco was about to take 
leave of Rhodiska, and, as they were in one 

b 2 of 
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of the cross walks^ he was close to them 
before he perceived them. He bowed, and 
would have retired, but Rhodiska prevent- 
ed him. Leopold had never seen Lan franco 
before> but, by some secret impulse, most 
probably that of jealousy, he instantly ex- 
perienced an extreme aversion towards 
^im ; afid it was evident, in spite of all 
Xanfranco's endeavours to conceal it, that 
he was surprised and offended at his inter- 
ruption. Although he was before about to 
go away^ yet he still remained fixed to the 
spot. Rhodiska received Leopold with all 
that frankness which she had ever shewn 
him, and every word she uttered to him 
clouded the brow of Lanfranco. As' he 
perceived that Rhodiska paid no further 
attention to him, he darted a malignant 
glance at her, and went off without utter- 
ing another syllable. Rhodiska. walked to- 
wards a part of the walls^ whence they had 
a view of the adjacent country, and conti- 
nued there until she saw Lanfranco ride 
away on full gallop. Leopold miscon- 
strued , 


THE INVISIBLE ENEMY.* S3 

strued this desire of Rhodiska to have a last 
view of the person who had rode off) into 
a partiality for him, and was lost in silent 
gloom^ whence Rhddiska roused him, by 
asking what was his opinion of the person 
who had just left them ? 

" I cannot but think well/' replied Leo- 
pold, '^ of a man of whom you appear to 
entertain a favourable opinion." 

'^ What makes you imagine so ?" said 
she. 

Leopold was at a loss for an answer^ as 
be could not betray any symptoms of jea- 
lousy to a person, *to whom hte had never 
dared to utter hisiove. He hesitated, and 
at last stammered out, that he inferred it 
from seeing them together, and from the 
trouble which she took to behold the last, 
of him. 

" That trouble was for your sake, and 
not fof his. I did not dare to introduce 
you to Lanfraneo, lest your indignation 
should have broken out on the spot, and 

D 3 I was 
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I was happy when I saw him leav6 the 
castle/^ 

'' Ah V cried Leopold, unable to con- 
tain his emotions^ " you "dreaded lest I 
should have felled him to your feet." 

."Why not/' replied she, " that he might 
.have felled you ? You canflbt suppose that 
I should wish him better than you, my dear 
Leopold!" (Here she blushed at the im- 
prudence of her tongue, and endeavoured 
tc rectify it, by putting it all to the ac- 
count of gratitude)— "You," added she, 
'' who are my deliverer, and entitled ta 
my warmest gratitude !'* 

" I relieve you fronji that," cries Leo- 
pold — '' let it jiot s^nd in competition 
with— — '• 

" What?" said she,' perceiving that he 
hesitated, , 

'' Any sentiments which you may en- 
tertain in his favour," replied Leopold, 
with a chagrin which hp could not disguise 
— " I could renounce vengeance, and al- 
most 


]|iosf forget my owi^ ^f iyafe injurteSj n^tHer 
than destroy ypur happiness/' 

'' The sentiments which I entertain for 
Lanfranco/^ said ]$hodiska> '^ need not pre*' 
vent your asserting yoyr right : I only wish 
you to reserve your vengeance^ till you; 
can give \yay to it without dj^nger (q y<)ur- 
self — ^You do not know my heart." 

Another blush^ deeper than the former^ 
. overspread her face ; and, finding she could 
ippt conceal her confusion, she desired her 
attendant to acquaint Leopold wit}> what 
had passed between herself and Lanfranco^ 
whilst she went to give the same informa- 
tion to her father. She then went towards 
the castle. 

" You are wrong," said Dorothea, ^[ to 
suspect that my young mistress has any 
partiality towards Lanfranco : she d^spiseff 
him, and you will be convinced of it, when 
I acquaint you, as she has ordered me ta 
do, with what has just passed between 
them." 

1)4 She 
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She then ^ve him the detail ; and the 
hatred which Leopold had borne to Lan- 
frafico was trifling, compared to what he 
felt when he knew that he aspired to th^ 
hand of Rhodiska, of which he was before 
totally ignorant. Rage swelled his bosom^ 
so as to prevent him from making any 
rieply. 

" Do you then disbelieve what I have 
been telling you ?^' added Dorothea. 

^' Not a syllable of it/' replied Leopold 
— -" but it has inflamed my hatred of a man 
who has dared to aspire to Rhodiska." 

Leopold had no sooner uttered these* 
words, than he cursed the phrenzy which 
had occasioned his imprudence.. . "I have 
discovered my se'ntira?nts/* said he — '^ I 
have dared to love Rhodiska, and passion 
has extracted that declaration which I had 
resolved to bury in my breast, at least till 
I could reveal it with some degree of pro- 
priety. Do not, my dear Dorothea, dis- 
close my audacity to your inistress, or she 

will 
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will no longer treat me with that frankneibs 
which is all my pleasure on earth.'* 

" I shall disclose nothing to my mis- 
tress/* replied Dorothea, ^' which will do 
you any injury in her opinion. Do you 
only take care of yourself, and not let 
temerity ruin your cause* You are not 
yet in a situation to come to an open rup- 
ture with your rival. Manage your owir 
matters well:» and you shall not want a 
friend with my mistress.-* 

Leopold seized Dorothea's tiand^ and inw 
printed so many kisses on it^ that she told, 
him to cease his raptures ; Tor if her mis- 
tress should chance to be looking out of 
the window, and witness them, it woiild, 
perhaps, be a difficult matter to make her 
believe that he was only making love to 
her by proxy. 

Dorothea then Veft him, and he hastened 
from the castle to bury himself in the 
forest, and reflect, undisturbed, upon what 
ha<r passed J which, like the fuel to firej 
had increased his passion> by feeding i« 

i>5 witlv 
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"with hopes. He sought out a remote spot, 
and found it in a small glen at the foot of ^ 
an eminence, composed of ruggecL masses 
of rocks, interspersed with trees, and co- 
"vered with thick underwood. - Here he 
threw hinlself on the ground, and shutting 
his eyes, that his senses might be distracted 
by no exterior objects, he soon became in- 
sensible to every thing but Rhodiska. He 
had Iain a considerable time in this situa- 
tion, when he suddenly heard a noise, a? 
of persons making their way through 1:he 
bushes. As he imagined that cattle only 
could visit so solitary a place, to which 
there were no traces of footsteps, he never 
thought of concealing himself, until the 
sounds approached nearer, and he discern- 
ed some human voices. He then started' 
up, and threw himself into some thick 
bushes, Which grew between two rocks,, 
where he was concealed so effectuallv^ that 
it would have been very difficult to have 
discovered hini, even if a stiict search had 
l^een made. He was i^carcely settled in his 

hiding- 
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]^iding~place^ before he saw four m^n enter 
the glen, an4 seat themselves very near the 
:^o.t which he had quitted th^ moment \>e- 
fore. He recognized Lanfranco ampng 
them, and was near enough to hear almpM 
. every wqrd that psissed. From their dis- 
course he gathered, that the moment i^n- 
franco had quitted Dorbalec, he had has* 
tened home, and dispatched some of liis 
emissaries to discover ^bo was the person 
he bad seen with Rhodiska. Thes^ emis- 
saries had learned, from the whispers among 
the domestics, that he was one of those 
two men who had rescued Rhodisl^a in tb^ 
forest. They fa^d moreover picked up; 
that he assumed to be the real Count Ro-^ 
somaski, the &on of the late Gustav^.s. 
Leopold heai^ Lftnir^npo tell the othe$ 
persons all these discoveries^ and urge them 
on to vengeance against him,, not only as- 
his own personal enemy> hut as pne^of 
those who had handled them Jo roughly In^ 
the forest, and slain their comrades. He 
heard him make tfa^m^tbe m^Qst unboundjsd 

»6 promises^ 
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promises, if they could contrive to get 
himself or Rhodiska^ or both, into hi» 
power. After much deliberation on the 
means of effecting these purposes, he heard- 
them agree, that two of them should go to * 
Dorbalec undj^r some pretence or other, - 
but, in reality, to bribe some of the Count's ' 
domestics, particularly Dorothea; for which . 
end Lapfranco gave them a purse,, andr 
bade them not to be sparing either of » 
money or promises. Having thus closed 
their consultation, they arose, and left the 
spot. Leopold, during the whole of this ■ 
conference, was so enraged, that he was 
more than once upon the point of rushing 
out and attacking the whole party. How , 
ardently did he. wish that Ludowico had 
been with him, that he might have taken 
instant vengeance I He was^ however, 
happy to be acquainted with Lanfranco*s 
designs ; and they were no sooner out of 
hearing, than be left his concealment^ and 
returned to Dorbalec, to acquaint the * 
Count with what had pas&ed. 

. -^^ Count 
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Count Petrowitz immediately rang for 
one of his domestics, and enquired whether* 
any of the domestics of Vistulof were then 
in the cas^tle ? The answer was, that there 
were two of them then in the castle. They 
had come to inquire for their master, who, 
they said, was wanted at home, oit yery^ 
particular business, and they knew not' 
'Where to find him. After being answered 
in the negative, they had however remain- 
ed, and were jstill drinkjng in the servants' 
liall. When the dometitic had retired. 
Count Petrowitz informed Leopold, that 
he had just that instant received a messen- 
ger from Colonel Zulmandorf, who had ac- 
quiesced in taking his young friend under 
tis protection, with" the greatest readiness ; 
but his letter mentioned, that, if he wished' 
to arrive before the army marched, he must 
set out immediately with the messenger. 
Although it panged Leopold to the soul 
to think of leaving Rhodiska, yet he did 
not hesitate to declare his intention of' 
setting out early the next morning^. ./ '^ 

''You 
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'^ You are right/' said the Count-7-r 
./' Von will then defeat the malice of Lan». 
franco against your own person; and as 
for my daughter^ I Will take care that she 
shall never leave th^ castle without a strPDg 
escort ; and I will cause every person who 
enters these wall?, to be so strictly watch- 
ed^ tkat they shrill hgve no opportunity of 
dping her any violence. But as Byloff is 
the 'only living witness of ibp justice of 
your claim, h^ should be placed. out pf the 
reach of ypur enemy, which hf cannot be,, 
if he remain alone in the foiest. You ^lust, 
therefore, prevail upon him to come to 
Dorbalec, wber^ he m;»y ]ive i^ sa^fety, and 
at his easff/* 

Xaopold quitted Dorbalec sind returned 
tp PyloflT, whom he prevailed upou tp 
apcept the Gpunt'is pffer of rei^iding at 
the castle, till (he .r^turp of l^eppold an4 
his son. 

£arly the next morning, they al) re- 
paired to Dorbalec, where they found the 

messenger ww^iag foj? tksm, mi two fine 

^ caparisoned 
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caparisoned hovses ready for Leopold and 
Ludowico. Count Petrowitz gave Leo- 
pold a letter of introduction to Colonel 
Zulmandorf^ and^ also presenting him with 
a purse of gold ducats^ told hiin^ that when- 
ever he wanted more, the Colonel would 

• 

furnish him, as he had requested him to 
do so in the letter. Leopold^ whose heart 
v^as too full to permit utterance to bis gra*- 
titude, was going to throw himself on his. 
knees to the Count, who prevented him 
by catching him in bis arms, and having 
embraced him, recommended him to Hea^ 
\en. Leojtold was retiring, when he met 
Rhodiska, wham he did not expect to see 
so early in the mornings 

" I am going to leave you, Mudara,*' 
said he. 

^' So my father has informed me,"" said 
Rhodiska, with an unsteady tone. 

" Aiid I wished for this opportunity of 

paying my respects to you,*' added he — 

*' Whatever fortune may have in store for 

l»e> beiieve m^r^ I §h&)) ne^er fpil to en- 

5 tertain 
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tertaln a proper sense of the condescension' 
of the Count and yourself towards me. 
Pardon my presumption — but this bracelet, 
which I received from your fair bands, 
shall never be'separated from me till death : 
I shall, as I view it night and mornfng, 
offer up my prayers for the lovely original, 
who will be my spur to deeds of glory — 
Would I dared to say, that she would be 
my sole object of suiJcess !" 

" Go," said Rhodiska, with her face half 
averted, to conceal the gushing tear; " and- 
do not doubt that I shall pray Heaven to* 
grant it you, and to permit you to return 
in safety." . 

Rhodiska then held oitt her hand, which 
Leopold kneeled to receive, and imprint- 
ing a fervent kiss, said^ in a low* tone, 
" Heaven preserve her, who is dearer to me 
than life !" 

Rhodiska hurried away, being no longer 
able to contain a burst 'of grief; and Leov 
pold had' no sooner lost sight of her, than 
he went to the gateway, where the hors^ 

' and 
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and his companions were waiting for him. 
He threw his arms round the neck of the 
worthy Byloflf^ whom he called his '* dear 
fatKer;" and then, bidding him adieu, 
hastily mounted^ aftd rode off with Ludo- 
wico and the messenger. 



CHAP. III. 


J\S sooh as Leopold and Ludowico ar- 
rived at the head-quarters, they were con- 
ducted by the messenger to Colonel Zul- 
mandorf, to whom Leopold delivered the 
Count's letter. The Colonel had no sooner 
pernsed it, than he told Leopold, that he 
should have been inclined to have favoured 
two youths, of the appearance of himself 

and 
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Md his companion^ in the pursuit of mi- 
litary glory, even if Count Petrowitz, for 
nrhom be bad bad a friendship of long 
standing, bad not prepossessed bim in tbeir 
favour. Leopold tbanked .him for the fa* 
Vourable opinion vvbicb be bad been pleased 
to entertain of himself and his brother, of 
which, he said, it would be their chief hap- 
piness to prove themselves v^orthy.. The 
Colonel immediately sent for Ihe serjeant- 
major of bis regiment, to whom be recom- 
' mended the two youths, and desired him 
to procure them good quarters, and to su- 
perintend, in person, tbeir improvement 
in the usual manoeuvres. 

The serjeant-major was inclined to pay 
the greatest attention to the request of bis 
Colonel, but he found his two pupils jso 
•Xpert in the horse and sword exercise^ 
that be Jiad nothing more to do than to 
teach them manoeuvring with the troop. 

In a fortnight after Leopold and Ludo^ 
wico had joined the regiment, there was to 
b^ a grand review by the king in person, 

preparatory 


( 
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preparatory to the march of the army* 
Thp Colonel was excessively surprised to 
see these two young, men already in the 
ranks^ on so extraordinary an occasion. 
He watched them narrowly, and his asto- 
nishment was increased by the manner in 
which they acquitted themselves, which 
was not inferior to the oldest veterans in 
the regiment. After the review he sent 
for themj and expressed his pleasure and 
astonishment at their progress. Leopold 
modestly answered, that he would cease to 
bonder at it^ when he should know that 
their father had destined them, from their 
earliest infancy^ for a military life; and^ 
having been himself a veteran, had taken 
the utmost pains to instruct them in the 
necessary exercises. The Colonel offered 
Leopold acadetcy, vhich was then at iiis 
disposal; but he begged leave to decline 
it, as he wished not to be separated from 
his brother, but to fight side by side. The 
Colonel gave them the greatest encoiiragc* 
ment, and dismissed them with assurances 

of 
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of his protection and esteem/ if they de- 
served it. In a short time afterwards, the^ 
army marched for the scene of action, 
which was to be on the frontiers of Poland, 
into which the enemy had made some ir- 
ruptions, of no great consequence in th«n- 
selves, but very harassing to the king's sub- 
jects in that neighbourhood. 

Nothing occurred, during this campaign, 
worthy of being related, neither was there 
any thing/ interesting in the private adven- 
tures of Leopold, whose affections being . 
wholly eifgaged, he r.either made nor en- 
couraged any of those advances to, or from 
the other sex, which are so common in the 
military profession, and so productive of 
incidents. As the enemy were rather a 
marauding party than a regular army^ the 
whole of the campaign passed away in 
skirmishes, which, although trifling, were 
extremely harassing, and required the 
greatest skill and perseverance. Leopold! 
and Ludowico had shewn themselves so vi- 
gilant^ prompt, and adroit at this petty 

kind 
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kind o(^ warfare^ that^ under pretence that 
the service did not require any officer^ the 
Colonel often entrusted them with the 
command of a small party, wil h which they 
always returned, bringing in either prison- 
ers or forage.. In the space of about two 
months, the enemy were so chastised and 
intimidated by the Polish horse, that not 
one of them was to be seen on their fron- 
tiers, and their own became the scene of 
that desolation which they had before in- 
flicted on the Polish peasants. They were 
at length reduced to submission, and to 
give hostages' for their future respect to 
the Polish territories. During the cam- 
paign, the Colonel had frequently repeated 
the oSers of a commission to Leopold; but 
he had always given the same ans^wer as at 
first. As he imagined that Leopold only 
declined it, beca^use he would riot step over 
the head of his companion, he offered them 
both commissions ; but he still received the 
same answer, with this addition, that there 
was an affair of infinitely more conse- 
quence. 
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tjuence, in whicli, if they had merited his 
favour, he, might be serviceable to them. 

*' Count Petrowitz has intimated some- 
vrhat to me of the circamstances of your 
birth, to which I presume you allude/' re- 
plied the Colonel — " As soor« as the* regi- 
ment goes into quarters, I have the King's 
comn^nds to attend him; and if you have 
any favour to ask, or justice to solicit, pre- 
pare your petition, and I will present and 
back it with all my influence.'* 

The worthy Coloniel strictly adhered to 
his promise. When- the regiment was can- 
toned, he went to Warsaw, where the court 
then was, taking Leopold and Ludowico 
with him ; and, on his arrival, was agree- 
ably surprised at. receiving the 'first token 
of his Majesty's approbation, which was 
the commission of Lieutenant-general. 

When the General went to the levee to 
thank the King for this favour, he took the 
opportunity of presenting Leopold's peti- 
tion. It stated the facts of the injustice 
which he suffered, and prayed the King to 

cause 
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cau^ justice to be strictly and promp^ljr 
administei'ed between himself and Kis 
powerful competitor. This petition was 
Accompanied by a certificate of General 
Zulraandorf, of his bravery and good 
conduct in his regiment^ during tiie late - 
expedition. The King, by a gracious con- 
descension for the worthy .General, t^ook 
the petition into instant consideration, and 
bade him wait till the levee was over, for 
an answer. In less than half an hour after 
it broke up, the King sent for the General 
into his cabinet, ' where he delivered him a 
letter written with his own hand. ^^ Read 
that letter,*' said the King — " L believe it 
will be satisfactoiy to the yoitng man whom 
you have taken by the hand, -and whom, 
for that reason, I conceive, to be worthy of 
what I have done." The letter was ad- 
dressed to his chancery at Cracow, within 
whose jurisdiction the domains of Roso- 
maski lay ; and directed them to do strict 
and speedy justice between Leopold and 
Lanfranco, and to protect the person of 

the 
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the claimant^ and of all those who should 
give evidence on his side^ against any at- 
tempts of his competitor. < 

Aft6r the General had expressed, his 
thanks for this additional proof of the 
King's favour, he returned home, and de- 
livered the letter to Leopold, who was im- 
patient to set out with it to proset:ute his 
claim, as well as to revisit Dprbalec, which 
contained all his treasure. The General - 
detained him only till he wrote a few- lines 
to Count Petrowitz; and then 'bidding 
Leopold apply to him whenever he should 
think he could be of any service to him, 
he embraced, and permitted him to "depart. 
Leopold and Ludowico immediately mount- 
ed, and pursued the route.to Dorb^lec, with 
the utmost pleasure at the thoughts of be- 
holding there those pei*sons who were so 
dear to them. " 

When they arrived at Dorbalec, the 

Count received them with open arms ; and 

•after he had perused the General's letter, 

he again embraced Leopold, saying, that 

he 


Vs 
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he was rejoiced to learn from the General, 
that they proved themselves well worthy 
of his protection and recommendation. 
'^ The General/' added he, '' further in- 
fbi;ms me, that if you should prove unsuc- 
cessful in your claim to the title of Rosor 
maski, and should be desirous of pursuing 
a military career, he will use all his inte- 
rest to procure you a rank suited to your 
merit/' 

Although this discourse was highly gra- 
tifying to Leopold, yet he was impatient 
till he heard the nafne of Rhodiska men- 
tioned, and he at length ventured to ex- 
press his hbpes that she was well. 

Go 3nd satisfy yourself/'^ said' the Count 
she would be angry with me, if she 
knew it, for detaining her friend so long 
from het: You will find her in the gard^n^ 
with Dorothea, her constant companion/' 

Leopold, after having iKistily embraced 
the good old BylofF in the way, flew thither, 
and perteived them nt the bottoni of the 

v6l/i/ - E garden. 


ft 
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garden. He was, as usual, the theme of 
their discourse at that very instant; and 
they were so earnestly engaged, that they 
never perceived him till he was close to 
them. Rhodiska hearing some one ap- 
proach, turned about, and instantly ex- 
claimed, " Here he is ! " Leopold threw 
himself on his knees, and saluted her hand 
with great respect, but with more than 
usual warmth, as the expectation which he 
had formed of being reinstated in his pro- 
per, rank, had removed somewhat of that 
vast disparity of condition which had be- 
fore appeared to exist between them. 

'^'^Have I then,'' said Leopold, " had the 
happiness of engaging any share, of the 
thoughts of the adorable Rhodiska ? May 
I flatter myself that I was the subject of her 

discourse when I. interrupted it ?" 

» 

'^ We were certainly talking about you^" 
replied Rhodiska, " and not very much to 
your advantage. We were saying, that it 
was a proof how much we enjoyed of your 

nieditations^ 
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meditations; since, you could be several 
months absent without giving us the least 
tidings of you." 

Charming Rhodiska !" said Leopold — 
I only deferred writing to Dorbalec, in 
the hopes of being the bearer of those 
tidings in person. Amidst all the confu- 
sion of arms, my thoughts have ever been 
at Dorbalec ; ^nd if your portrait could 
speaks it would inform you^ how often I 
have talked to it, and. wished that sym- 
pathy could convey my words to the 
lovely original." 

" It is a proof of a bad cause; when yoii 
are driven to call a dumb witness in your . 
favour/* replied Rhodiska — *' but you men 
thinks that any excise will pass upon us 
credulous women, who are always inclined 
to forgive : however, as some slight pu- 
nishment for your neglect, I now impose 
upon you the task of informing us whatever 
has happened to you in your absence," 

Leopold led her: to an arbour, where He 
gratified her curiosity; and, in return, 

E 2 .made 
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made a request to know how^ she had passed 
ij^r time ? 

^ ^^ Our lives/* ' replied Rhodiska> " have 
been a constant round of insipid mono- 
tony. To prevent a recurrence of the 
danger from which you rescued me, I have 
xiever niade any excursion beyond the 
castle waHs ; we have, therefore, been con- 
fined to the garden : and, to avoid the dis* 
agreeable visits of Lan franco^ we have seen 
Very little company." 

" He has visited you, however, I sup- 
pose." 

" Yes, several times." 

^* And has he not been able to divert 

you ?'' 

" No; I know not how h is, but al- 
though, when alone^ I wished for com- 
pany, yet Lanfranco no sooner presehted 
bimself, than I sighed for solitude ; so that 
it could not be his company I wanted.. But 

now you are come " 

: hhodiska stopped all at' once, as if she 
recollected herself, and looked confused. 

Leopold's 
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Leopold^s eyes brightened— he threw him- 
self on his knees, and asked if he might 
hope that his endeavours to entertain her 
Would be more agreeable ? 

^ Oh ! the company of any one/' re- 
pficd Rhodiska, *• must be infinitely more 
agreeable than that of a person who is de- 
spised. '* 

'* I could almost pity Lanfrancp for be* 
ing so unhappy as to be the object of your 
contempt, which, to myself, would be an 
insupportable misfortune; and make me 
weary of existence/' 

" But you are never, likely to be put to 
the trial/' replied Rhodiska, smiling — 
" Come, let us now go to my father, who 
will wish to enjoy your conversation as 
^ell as myself/' 

They then went to rejoin the Count; and 
notwithstanding the happiness which Leo- 
pold enjoyed with his Rhodiska, yet he ac- 
quainted them, that he should set off the 
next morning fcr Cracow, to deliver the 
King's letter, and to commence his suit 

E 3 against 
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against Lanfranco. The Cmint approved 
his diligence.. It was easy to collect from 
the looks of Rhodiska, that she was not 
pleased to lose him again so soon ; but 
when she recollected, that the sooner the 
cause was ended, the sooner Leopold, if 
the decision should be in his. favour, would 
be emboldened te declare his passion, 
which she was certain his honour v/ould 
never permit him to do othcrwhe, she 
joined her father in advising him to lose 
no time. 

At night, when the t!ount was about to 
retire, which was early, on account of his 
infirmities, Leopold took his leave of him, 
as he had determined to depart very early 
the next morning. Leopold had then the 
felicity of being left alone with Rhouiska,. 
but their conversation was not such as to 
embarrass either. Leopold carefully avoid- 
ed any thing like the subject of his love : 
he had resolved, that his success in his 
cause should either open or seal his lips 
for ever on that head. As he was about to 

take 
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take his leaye of her, she asked how long 
he might be absent ? 

'' As short a time as possible," replied 
Leopold — " I ha^e only to deliver the 
King^s letter, and engage and instruct my 
lawyers. My presenre will then be no 
longer necessary at Cracow till the trial — 
I should imagine two or three days will be 
sufficient for those purposes." 

" I shall pray for your succ'ess/* said 
Hhodiska. 

"So shall I" said Leopold — '' more 
to prove myself worthy of your esteem, 
than for the advantages of rank and for- 
tune/' 

Very early the next morning, Leopold 
was on the road to Cracow. As soon as he 
arrived; he delivered the Kiifg's mandate to 
the chief judge of the chancery, who told 
him, that a notification of his claim, and a 
surtimons to prepare his defence without 
loss of time, would be sent off to Lanfranco 
with all possible expedition ; and that, in 
every respect, the King's commands would 

E 4 be 
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be obeyed. Leopold then engaged some 
lawyei-s, to whom be was recommended, 
for their ability and integrity, by some 
friends of ("ount Petrowitz, who had writ- 
ten to them in Leopold's behalf Having 
furnished them with the names; of the no- 
tary and priest, v;ith wjiom Byloff's wife 
had left copies of her deposition, and giv^n 
them,ever.y other necessary information in 
his power, they advised him to return to 
Dorbalec, and collect any other evidence 
which might serve his cause at the trial. 
They promised that they wquld give him 
timely notice of the day appointed for it, 
that he' might come to Cracow with all his 
witnesses. 

The King's commands had been so 
strictly obeyed, that the notification and 
summons had reached Lanfranco before 
Leopold had reached Dorbalec. If this 
•sudjden shock could not multiply, yet it 
j-endered huorribly furious the maligpant 
passions which stained the, breast of Lan- 
franco. In the first 'bui^t of his rage^ he 

could 
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could not refrain, even in the presence of 
t^ie officer /who brought the notification 
and summons, from throwing them on the 
ground, and trampling them under foot 
He called Leopold a cheat and impostor, 
and gave such alarming symptoms of. 
phrenzy, that every person present hastily 
withdre^v, to avoid the ebullition of his 
fury. He then threw himself on the ground> 
and wallowed in his rage. 

So stretehM out, huge iti^Icnglh, the arch fiend layi 
Chain*d on the buinix^ Uke ; nor ever thence 
Had ris'n, or heav'dhis h«ad« ^torxiiat the w^^ 
And high permission^ llft^fpliDg Hea«*n, 
I^>bim at large to>|fpwn dark designs ; 
Thati with reiterated crimes, he might 
' Heap on himself danwation,. while he sought 
Virtl to others ;-anff, «nAg'dy might -see 
How. all his malice serv'd but to bring forth;^ 
Infinite goodoetfs, grace, and n^escy shewn^ 
On :man, bf h(m seduc'd ; but on- Ipimself 
XlKble #MfttSion» wrath, and vengeance pour'd. ' 

MiLTOK-s Par. Lost^ b. i, line, Soo, At*- 

b5k nis 
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K:s mind was filled with poison^ daggers, 
and stratagems ; and he resolved, at all. 

, hazards, to sacrifice those vv-ho caused his. 
torment. The first expedients which he 
hit upon were, to put his competitor out 
of the way, and to carry off RHodiska/ and 
compel her to marry him ; by effecting 
which, he imagined he should gain the 
Count to his party, who would not seek to 
ruin his son-in-law, by however unworthy, 
means he obtained that title. He summon- 

• - 

ed Cassimir and Zulasko, two of his most 
confidential domestics, and the instruments 
of all Irts vile pRB|KJ6es, to consult with 
them on the means df^dfarrying these mea- 
sures into execution. These were two of 
the persons who escaped with their lives, 
when the outra«:e was oflferedlo Rhodiska 
in the forest. In order to induce themrto 
make that attempt, Lanfranoo had made 
them great proty^ises;. but, undith* pretence 
of their having suffered his victiflj. to 
escape, he had never thought of keeping 

« 

them. They were dissatisfied, but did not 

dare 
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dare to shew it, for fear of falling a sacri- 
fice to his anger, which they knew, to be 
implacable; but they secretly rejoiced when 
they heard from Lanfranco, that he stood 
more in need than ever of their services. 

Lanfranco acquainted them with what 
he wished them to perform, and he made 
thein more extensive promises than before, 
if they would put either Leopold or Rho- 
diska, or both, iiito his power, or assassi- 
nate the former. After he had ended, 
Cassimir and Zulaskoput on a very serious 
air, and began to point out insuperable 
obstacles to the attempt. They stated, that 
Leopold would undoubtedly be upon his~ 
guard; and that as the Count Petrowitz had. 
declared ior him, he would order his gates to 
he shut against all who were averse to him, 
particularly those who were known to be- 
long to Vistulof. In short, they represent- 
ed the attempt a*s impracticable^ until Lan- 
franco, who penetrated their meaning, dis- 
posed them to- try to surmount all those- 

E ft obstacles;, 
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obstacles, by giving them some money as 
earnest. 

After having put these infernal machines 
. in motion^ Lanfranco began to devise the 
means of defending himself before the 
chancery. - As the coffin, which was sup- 
posed to oon.tain the corpse of the infant 
Rosomaski, had been filled with stones 
only, to prevent any discovery of tl>e im- 
position by means of a search, he caused 
some others of his servants to go to Zabno> 
the nearest /village, where, by means of a 
brHie, they procured the bones of- a male 
infant, who had beeji interred about eigh- 
teen years before. These were carefully 
deposited within the remains of the moul- 
denng coffin, instead of th^ i^ones which 
were taken out. Two females, either 
' operated upon by the powerful stimulus of 
•gold, or dreading the wrath of ianfranco, 
^ere ready to swear, that BylofF's wife had 
been delivered of twins^ about the same 
tmt the CcMinie^ Roaomaski was biought 

to 
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to bed ; from whence an inference was to 
be drawn, that BylofF wished to impose one 
of his own children in the room of the de- 
ceased infant of Count Gustavus. Cassimir 
and Zulasko were to sM^ear that they put 
the corpse of that infant, who was the real 
son of Gustavus, into the coffin, and de- 
posited it in the groutid which was the 
usual. bury ing-place of the family. Having 
thus settled this artful and imposing de- 
fence, he again began to turn all his 
thoughts to the warding off the blow, be- 
fore it could be struck, by putting Leo- 
pold o\it of the way. For this reason, he 
Gould not rest till he had seen Cassjmir and 
Zulaskb leave Vistulof, in disguise,^ to ac- 
complish rt 

More- determined than ever in . his at- 
tempt upon the person of Rhodiska, he 
had, like Jupiter in his pursuit of Danae, 
assailed the walls of Dorbalec with a golden 
shower. He had bribed one af the Count's 
domestics, lest any of his own emissaries 
might be discovered at work on the out" 
5 • ' . »ide. 
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side, to make an aperture from within^ 
through a little unfrequented rower, which 
stood at one corner of the further end of 
the orarden nearest to the forest. The 
stones were replaced so loosely, that any: 
oBe from the outside might enter in a mi- 
nute; and the aperture was so concealed by 
the iyy which overspread the outside, and 
prevented the entrance of the light through 
the fissures, th^t it coiild not have been dis- 
covered without a close inspection. So 
lavish had Lanfr^Jico's agents been of his 
money on this occasion, that even Dpro- 
thea, who had been, for years, rather the 
friend than the servant of Rhodiska,, had 
yielded to a large bribe, and . promised , 
to decoy Rhpdiska into this tower, whea * 
the emissaries of Lanfranco should be 
waitipg there, in readiness to carry her 
oflT. The absence of Leopold presented 
a. proper opportunity of completing this., 
scheme, without much danger of inter-, 
rviption. 
As unsuspecting innocence is not a match.^ 

for 
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for wakeful villainy, the unfortunate Rho- 
diska fell into the treacherous snare laid 
for her by her ungrateful at)tendant. She 
was decoyed' by her one evening into the 
tower, where she was instantly seized by 
four men, who stopped her mouth, and 
conveyed her to their horses, which were 
waiting on the outsidie. In an instant they 
put her before one af them, and rode into 
the' fOTest, with all possible expedition. 
After Dorothea judged them out oT the 
reach of pursuit, she bcgaij to tear and 
disorder her dress, as though it had been 
done in her struggles to rescue her mis« 
tress, and. then ran into the castle to give 
the alarm. She never stopped her cries 
and exclamations, till she reached the ropm^ 
where the Count was sitting, in expectation 
of his daughter's return ; and having told 
her story with all the signs of the deepest 
distress, she iinished it by a pretended 
swoon, 

The Count paid no attention to her, but 
instantly hastened fo the senants^ hall> and 

in 
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in almost frantic accents, as he tore his 
grey hairs from Kis aged head, he bade 
them fly to the rescue of his daughter. 
'^Whither must we go?" — "Where shall 
we enquite for her?" — *^ Where shall we 
seek her?" were the instant cries of the* 
domestics, whom Dorothea had not stop- 
ped to ' acquaint with the particulars — 
'* Tlie tOTver in the gfwdcn" was all that 
the Cqitnt could utter;, and having pro- 
ifounced these words, he dropped dowsu 
senseless. 
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CHAP. IV. 

At the very crisis of this confusioiij 
Leopold returned from^ Cracow^ and en- 
tered the hall. When he perceived the 
Count lying motionless on the floor^ and 
all the domestics flying diflferent ways in 
disorder^ he drew one of his pistols from 
his belt, and threatened the first who stirred 
with instant death. Dorothea, who had 
thought proper to come to herself, and 
that instant entered the hall, exclaimed, 
*' Oh, my mistress ! my dear mistress !" 

'' What of her ?" demanded Leopold. 

'' Gone, gone ! irrecoverably lost i" 

*'How? When?'' 

"Carried 
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"Carried off !'* 

^' This instant tell me in what manner/\ 

Dorothea related all the particulars, and 
Leopold/ having recommended the Count 
to the care of the females^ bade all the 
male domestics to fly and scour the forest. 
He himself instantly mounted his jaded 
horse, and guessing Lanfranco to have 
been the author of this plot, he rode as^ 
fast as possible to the skirt of the' forest 
which overlooked the Castle of Vistulof; 
Here he alighted to give his horse rest, and 
to watch aU who approached it. The re- 
mainder of the day,, however, wore away^ 
without his seeing a ^single pferson ap- 
proach or leave the castle ; but as Leopold 
imagined they would take a circuit to avoid 
pursuit, and Bring in their prey at night, 
he determin€:d to remain at his post. 

The sun was now at the antipodes, and 
his pale sister ruled the night with uncom-' 
mon splendour. Silence reigned, except 
where the almost expiring breezes shook 
the foliage of the trees; and sleep had scat- 

. . tered 
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tered her dro\vsy poppies over all but the 
lurking assassin, the care or woe-worn 
wretch^ and the beasts of prey — in plain 
English, it was midnight, when Leopold 
discerned the shadow of a man, who came 
from the castle, directly towards him. He 
lay perfectly motionless till he saw him 
within his grasp, and then starting np, he 
seized him with one hand, whilst his other, 
brandished his threatening sabre. The man. 
instantly dropped on his knees, and begged 
him to spare his life, * 

/■ Your life, is in no danger," replied 

Leopold, ^' if you instantly answer, me 

truly, such questions as I shall demand. 

' First, who are you ? and what brings you 

out at this unreasonable hour i*' 

" I am one of Count Rosomaski's domes- 
tics,'' replied the trembling wretc^; . 

'^Well, and your business?" 

^^ That is my master's, who has ordered 
jne to divulge it to no one. A servant may 
not, you know, disobey the commands of 
his nuister." 

.. "True," 
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" True/* cried Leopold, " and I am ygur 
lawful master : I am the true Count Roso- 
xnaski." 

" You cannot be my master, however; 
till the Isiw has established- your claim/' 

'* My claim has nothing to do with what 
} want to know of you. The daughter of 
Count Petrowitz has been carried off, thiff 
ftilternoon, by some villains, and I suspect 
that you know something of the matter. 
Therefore I shall cany you before the ma- 
gistrates, who will make you give an ac- 
count of yourself, and your midnight 
tambles." 

*' You will gain nothing by that," re- 
plied the man — '* Harsh means mostly pre- 
vent the effect which they are intended to 
produce." 

" Thi5 choice betwixt harsh or gentle- 
means lies with yourself," said Leopold, 

"*The late Count Gustavus was a gene- 
rous master," said the man, after some he- 
sitation ; *' and if you are his son, I sup- 
pose you are no less so." 

'' Those 
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, ^^ Those who do me a service/' said Leo- 
pold, " shall not have to reproach me with 
ingratitude. But as we are strangers to 
each other, perhaps you think pay better 
than promises-T-there's money for you." 
- " This is, indeed, acting like the son of 
Count Gustavus,^ and I dm sure, neither 
the domestics nor tenants of Vistulof, will 
have any occasion to be sorry if you should 
. meet with success. We are treated like 
slaves, and the tenants groan under the 
most oppressive exactions, besides the in- 
sults which such of their wives and daugh- 
ters as are handsome are compelled to sub- 
mit to. Any change must be for the bet- 
ter, as our condition cannot be worse." 
- '' Well," said Leopold, '' \{ I gain the 
day^ it will be a happy one for you ail- 
but come io the point." 

^' If I tell ydu .where the lady is, you 
iDannot recover hqr without assistance, and 
I am afraid you will not have time to get 

.it." 

"How so?" 

" She 
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' : ^^ She isto be-remt^ved, at midnight^ to 
a place oF greater security than where she 
now is. I was going to be one of the 
escort, but as you have detained me, they 
may' probably have been tired of waiting, 
and gone off without mie/' 

'' How many, besides yourself, are those 
who were to form the escort ?" 

'^ Only three. Lanfranco would not let 
any more into the secret than those who 
were engaged in carrying her off." 

" You were one of them then ?" 
- "Yes/' " 

' *^ Does not your conscience accuse you 
with the baseness of the action }" 

'' Conscience, as you call it, would have 
been instant death. If we had but hesitated 
after Lanfranco confided to us his design, 
he would have rendered; us corpses ere 


now.*' 


" Are you sure there are no more than 
three guards over the ♦lady ? " 
" Perfectly sure." 
, *^ Then Ijead towards the place," said Leo- 
pold; 
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pold ; ^^ and reracmbefr, that if I discover 
the least treachery, thy life shall instahtly 
pay the forfeit/' 

Leaving his horse, Leopold followed the 
man through a considerable part of the fo- 
rest, until they reached the foot of the 
Carpathian Mountains, which they skirted, 
and at length entered i^ito a defile. The 
guide stopped at a place where a large 
mass of rock overhung their path, and 
seemed to threaten instant destruction: 
beneath it grew some thick bushes. 

'' We are now," said the guide, '^ arrived 
at the en tranche of the subterraneous cavern 
to which the lady was conveyed. There is 
a long dark passa.^^e to pass before you will 
arrive at the cavern ; and if the guards have 
not reniioved her, you will have to encoun-r 
ter them. I have now given you," added 
he, '*^^all tlje information in my power, and 
it is for you to determine in what manner 
you will proceed." 

Leopold then first began to reflect upon 
himself, for having come upon such an 

errand 
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errand alone. If he had overtaken the ra* 
vishers with their prey, it would have been 
a inost desperate undertaking to have at- 
tacked them ; and the horrors of Rhodiska 
would have been, perhaps, augmented, by 
seeing him fall beneath the weapons of his 
numerous adversaries. He considered, that if 
he entrusted Lanfranco's domestic to go to 
Dorbalec, and get him assistance, he would, 
in all probability, return to Vistulof, and 
sally out with his comrades to destroy him. 
He once thought of sending him in to the 
cavern, to bring him intelligence whether 
Rhodiska was still there or not; but again 
he dreaded, that they might escape with 
her by some other outlet, or, at least, that 
his emissary wotild alarm the guards, and 
join them in attacking him. There ap- 
peared only tv^o courses to be pursued ; 
th^ one was, to wait at the entrance till 
the guards should make their appearance; 
the other was, to venture into the subter- 
ranean : the former would subject him to 
less danger from treachery; and he re* 

mained 
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mained where he was nearly an hour. He 
then began to grow impatient, and deter- 
mined to proceed to the cavern at all ha- 
zards. Having bound the domestic's hands 
behind him, to prevent any treacherous 
blow in the dark, he held him with one 
hand, and then removing the bushes, they 
penetrated the dreary gulph. They pur- 
sued this dismal route during the space of 
several minutes, when the domestic in- 
formed Leopold, that he had better feel 
before him as he proceeded, as they must 
soon arrive at the end of the passage. 
Leopold held out his sabre, and in a short 
time found an obstacle present itself; it 
was the solid rock, which seemed to bar 
all further progress; but the guide told 
him, that if he went a little to the left, he 
would find a flight of steps, which they 
must ascend. It was as he said: they 
mounted the steps, and, at the top, came 
to a strong door. It was not fastened ; 
and, on Leopold's pushing it, he felt it 
give wayy and perceived, at a distance, 
VOL. I. F the 
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the faint glimmering of a lamp. The gmdt 
then assured him, that hi$ comrades were 
still there, or the lamp would have been 
extinguished. Leopold's heart now panted 
for action : h^ let go the door, which in- 
stantly closed with a loud report, and the 
echoes rung through the vaults, till they 
died away apparently at a great distance. 
Leopold suspected treachery — ^his sabre was 
uplifted to strike his guide; but he averted 
the blow, by telling Leopold, that it would 
not alarm the guards, who expected his 
coming, and would not dreary of his bring- 
ing company. He also assured Leopold, 
that, if he mastered the guards, he could 
easily open the door with the assistance of 
the lamp. As a man of true valour never 
wishes to spill blood but in cases of neces- 
sity, Leopold was satisfied with this' assu- 
rance, and with the precaution which he 
had taken, of preventing his. guide from 
doing him any harm. He had advanced 
some paces towards the lamp, when he was 
sfeized from behind : his treacherous guide 

was 
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• was separated from him ; and, in spite of 
all his struggles, his sabre was wrested 
from him, and his hands confined. He was 
then forced to the place where the lamp 
was burning, by the light of which he per- 
ceived himself in a spacious vjiult. He was 
put into irons, which were fastened to a 
Ting-bolt in the ground J and having thus 
-secured him, the treacherous guide and his 
comrades all went away. 

Leopold's breast was swollen with rage 
and indignation,: he did not doubt that 
-Rhodiska, as well as himself, were in Lan- 
franco^s power, and that they had every 
thing to dread from his cruelty^ and. vio* 
lence. His suspicions were not unfounded. 
We have already seen by what means Lan- 
franco had gotten Rhodiska into his power- 
Leopold also owed his unhappy -situation 
to his treachery. Lan franco had given or- 
ders to Cassrmir, when his associates should 
have carried off Rhodiska, to watch round 
Dorbalcc, and, if there should be any im** 
mediate pursuit, to discover himself ; ^nd, 

F 2 by 
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by taking ia conti*ary direction, to mislead 
the pursuers. For this purpose, he was 
mounted on one of the fleetest horses* 
Cassimir remained at the edge of the forest 
so long without seeing any thing like a 
pursuit, that he imagined his associates had 
arrived at their place of destination with 
Rhodiska. He was about to return with the 
intelligence to Lanfranco, when he beheld 
Leopold leave Dorbalec, and ride towards 
Vistulof. Cassimir readily guessed his in- 
tentions, and conceived the idea of tre- 
panning him, as he was unattended by a 
single person. As his horse was fresher 
than Leopold's, he galloped at full speed 
to Vistulof, to consult Lanfranco, and en- 
tered the castle some minutes before Leo- 
pold arrived jn sight of it. Lanfranco im- 
mediately ordered several of his domestics 
to watch, and give him notice the instant 
any one came in sight. It was not long 
before he was informed, that a horseman 
had appeared on the edge of the forest, 
where be had alighted, and was then seated 

at 
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at the foot of a tree.. Cassimir went to 
reconnoitre, and declared that the persoa 
was Leopold. 

Lanfranco at first entertained the design 
of causing some of his domestics, well 
mounted and armed, to go out of the castle 
on the opposite* side, where they could not 
be perceived by Leopold, and to endeavour 
to cut off his retreat ; but Cassimir. repre- 
sented, that Leopold's being alone might 
be only a feint, sind probably he would, 
on the first appearance of a pursuit, retire 
to a strong party of Count Petrowitz's ad- 
herents, which might be placed in ambush, 
and, instead of surprising him, all Lan- 
franco's party might be cut oflT. At length 
I<anfranco hit upon the expedient to en- 
snare Leopold, which too fatally succeed- 
ed. Cassimir was ordered to throw him- 
self in his way, as if through chance, and 
inveigle him to the subterranean, where 
every thing was prepared for his recep- 
tion. 

F ? Cassimir 
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Cassimir and his associates had not Jong 
left Leopold, before he was rouzed from 
the state of stupefaction into which his 
misfortune had plunged him^ by some dis- 
tant sounds which approached him. '' It 
is all over," exclaimed he — '' the treache- 
rous villains- have informed my mortal 
enemy of their success^ and are now bring- 
ing liim to triumph over me, and to plant 
the dagger in my breast — Heaven protccit 
my.Rhodiska 1*^ He at length discerned 
several flambeaux, and, by their light, he 
distinguished persons besuring. something 
like a coffin, and one who preceded them, 
carrying a basket. As they approached 
nearer, Leopold discovered that the latter 
person was Lanfranco. 

" Is it possible/* said Leopold, '' that 
one who claims to be of the noble blood 
of the Rosomaski, . can be coward enough 
to distrust his own arm, and to attack bis 
enemy as an assassin ?'* • 

^^ What hast thou, vile peasant ! to do 

with 
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with the blood of. Rosomaski?" replied 
Lanfranco. Then turning to the domes^ 
tics, he bade t|;iem put down their load. 

The domestics approached l^eopold, and 
placed near him a coffin, painted black, on 
the lid of which was the following inscrip- 
tion — 

'• Leopold Byloff, 
The pretended Count Rosomaski; 
A noeorious cheat 
"• and 

Impostor, 
IMed here." 


*' There/' cried Lanfranco, pointing to^ 
|he inscription, '' you may read your des- 
tiny and your epitaph." 

*' If thou art really a, RosomasKi,'* said 
Leopold, ^^ ^ou wilt not suffer one of the 
same name and blood to perish like a ma« 
lefacton Restore me my sabre, and thea 
do thou and thy attendants attack.me. Nay, 
if thou art afraid there will not be enough, 

£ 4 {send 
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send for all thy ho't of myrnridons, and I 
will prove myself a true Rosqmaski !" 

Lanfranco bade the attendants remove 
the lid of the coffin ; they did so, and Leo- 
pold beheld only a small, quantity of straw, 
which covered the bottom. He now ex- 
pected the fatal blow. '' Here/' said he to 
the attendants, '^ I bare my bosom to your 
daggers. I do not attribute my death to 
you, but to the cowardly assassih, your 
master : his is th^ hand which directs your 
weapons. Only b^af witness that I die like 
a Rosomaski. I die in peace, 'since I am 
assiired'that the brave Luaowico, my friend, 
will never rest till he has revenged my 
death, by striking his own dagger into the 
heart of my murderer!" 

TJie attendants appeared astonished ^t 
the undaunted firmness wi^h which he ut- 
, tered this discourse. Lanfranco evidently 
trembled at the latter part of it: he was 
not unacquainted with the tiaring soul of 
Ludowico; and the uplifted dagger, with 

which 
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which Leopold had threatened him, seemed 
already to play before his disturbed imagi- 
nation. Leopold beheld his confusion, and. 
smiled. 

" What is there/' said he, '' in the name 
of Ludowico, that should make Lanfranco 
tremble, as if an ague-fit shook him ?" 

" Thou wilt perhaps see him in the course 
of the few days which I shall permit thee 
to live," replied Lanfraiico. '^ As you have 
been companions in life, you will then be 
so in death, and I shall smile at that ven- 
geance, in which thop seemest to hug thy- 
self. When I have gained my law-suit> 
Leopold and Ludowico. shall die. To in- 
crease thy present torment, I Will tell thee 
that Rhodiska is mine.*' 

^\ 'Tis false !*' cried Leopold — " thine she 
never will be !'* 

■ . > 

" That, or^ deat.h," replied LanfrancOj^ 
will be her only alternative ; but I have na 
more time to waste in words. That coffin 
will serve thee for a seat by day, and a 
couch, at night, till it incloses thee for 

F 5 ever. 
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ever. This basket contains bread and wst* 
ter^ which will serve to prolonsr thy mi- 
serable existence, until, glutted with re- 
venge, I give thee the coup de grace,'* 

Lanfranco then put down "the basket, and 
retired with all his attendants. He shut 
himself up in his chamber, not to seek re- 
pose, for that fled from him, 'but to con- 
trive nevv schemes. He had guarded, as he 
imagined, against all possibility of Rho- 
diska and Leopold's being discovered by 
their friends; for although the cavern, in 
which they were confined, communicated 
with the subterraneous vaults of Vistulof, 
yet the communication was so artfully con- 
cealed^ that he dreaded not the strictest 
search. In order to be completely secure, 
he thought that there only remained to get 
BylofT and his son into his power, to pre- 
vent the former from giving his evidence 
on the trial, and the latter from revenging 
Iiis friend. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V, 


VV HILSy Lanfraiaco was thus employed; 
the inhabitants of Dorbalec were suffering 
under the effects of his treachery. Count 
Petro^tz no s6oner recovered his senses, 
than those around him dreaded a relapse.. 
They endeavoured to compose him, by tell- 
ing him that Leopold had arrived during, 
his insensibility, and had instantly left the^ 
casde with the greatest part of the domes*^ 
tics, ia search of his daughter. - This intel-^ 
Ugence had some\yhat of the' desired effects 
Ludowico, who was absent when the alarm> 
yras given, and did not return till Leopold^ 
bad left the castle> iimnediateLy mounted 
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one of the Count's best horses, and rode to 
all the neighbouring villages, to give no- 
tice of the transaction, and desire that the 
ravishers might be stopped, if they at- 
tempted to p^ss that way. BylofF remained 
with the Count,' to console him. Ludo- 
wico did not return,, till very late at night. 
When he was informed that Leopold was 
not come back, he entertained no appre- 
hensions for his safety ; but, on the con- 
trary, expressed his hopes, that he had 
gained some intelligence of the route of 
the ravishers, and was in full pursuit of 
them. He went to bed, pcftfectly easy on 
his account, to refresh himself, and pre- 
' pare to go in search of him the next morn- 
ing. ByloflT sat by the Count*s bedside* 
during thie whole of the night. In the 
morning, very little after day-Break, they 
were alarmed by intelligence Vhich was 
brought them, that Leopold's horse was at 
the drawbridge, without its rider. 

The Count, Byloflf^ and Ludowico, were 
now assailed with the most gloomy presage. 

They 
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They canjectured that he had been either 
assassinated^ Or trepanned^ into the power 
of his enemy. Leopold's horse and furni- 
ture were examined, but not the least marks 
of blood or violence appeared upon either. 
Ludowico expressed his resolution of going 
post to Cracow, to demand the interfe- 
rence of the chancery and the police; and 
he had no sooner left the castle^ than By^ 
loflf^ and a number of the Count's dofties- 
tics^ went into the forest^ where thejsepa-^ 
rated, to traverse it in different directions, 
and endeavour t& find some traces of Leo- 
pold. At night the domestics returned, 
without having discovered the least ves- 
tiges either of Rhodiska or Leopold.. Nei- 
ther Byloff, nor his son, came back that 
night/ which the -Count passed in the ut- 

"most agitation, of alternate hope and de- 
spair. 

Lanfranco, who had risen with the sun 
on that morning, instantly dispatched Cas^ 
simir and Zulasko to en4eavour to waylay 

^Byloff'.and Ludowico, and to trepan,, or 

assa^inate 
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assassinate them. Having seen them de- 
part, he began to draw up his defence, ta 
be given in to the chancery. He insisted^^ 
that he was the only son of the brother^ 
and heir-at-law, of Count Gustavus Roso- 
maski, who had died, leaving no issue be- 
sides a son, who survived his fether only a 
flew wceksi and was. interred in the famiiy- 
vault at Vistulof. He assorted, that Byloff's 
vife had been deKvered" of twins, witb 
whom she and her husband iBed, carrying,^ 
away a considerable property belonging to 
l)js father, which had been entrust to 
their cajne by Count Gustavus Rosoma&ki,. 
in his lifetime; and that, notwitt|standii^. 
every pursuit was made- by his father, ta 
discover the place of their retreat,, and 
make them leatore the stolen property, 
they had never been heard of till within ar 
few weeks; when, finding his father dea<t 
Byloff had come forward, and attempted 
to impose one of his a\/n children upon^ 
the world, as the infant son of Count Grn^ » 
tavus, vrkom ke should grave to h»ve died'. 

He; 
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He expressed his hopes, that the decree of 
the honourable chancery of Craco\v^ in hh 
favour, would soon remove all the asper- 
sions which had been, attempted to be 
thrawn on thC' memory of his late father^ 

I • 

To sum up the whole, hie ventured to add 
his belief, that the claim was fabricated^ 
with a view to impose upon Count Petro- 
witz/ whose daughter and the pretended 
Count Rosomaski had disappeared tog^ 
ther. 

With this artful defence, he dispatched 
a messenger to Cracow, who also carried 
his instructions to his lawyers, to press that a 
speedy day might be appointed for the trial. 
As the lawyers employed, by Leopold had 
received sim^ita)* instructions from hip?;^ and 
were ignorant of the misfortune which ha4 
befallen him, they concurred in the appli^ 
cation ; and that day week was appointed 
for the trial, of which notice was instantly 
lent to Vistulof and Dorbalec* - # 
- Count iPetrowitz had no sooner received 
this notice, thaix he was impatient at the 

absence 
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absence of Bylo/T and Ludowico. He, at 
times, entertained apprehensions that they 
also had fallen into some snare, which had 
been laid for them by the vengeful and 
crafty Lanfranco. Messengers were .dis- 
patched every where, to search for -them ; 
but another night elapsed, without bring-i 
ing any tidings of either of them. 

Leopold had passed this gloomy interval 
in alternate paroxysms of rage and despair.^ 
He would have borne his own misfortune 
with manly fortitude, if the idea bf Rho- 
diska's being a partaker of it, bad not overr 
come him. Ke was seated on his coffin, 
revolving on the insults to which he mp^ 
posed her Exposed, when he was routed 
by the sound of approaching footsteps. 
He beheld Lanfranco, who brought him, as 
usual, his scainty pittance of bread and 
water. . ' '" 

"Behold," said the taunting coward, 
'^ the. only scanty pittance of the good 
things of Vistulofi which thou mayst ever 
hope to. receive !" 

Leopold 
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Leopold eyed him with a look of sove* 
reign contempt but made not the least 
reply. 

'* Is this,*' added Lanfranco, '^ the would- 
be Count Rosomaski ? — He looks more like 
a malefactor." 

" Insolent villain ! " exclaimed Leopold 
— " How wilt thou look when Ludowico 
^hall justly reproach thee with thy crimes^ 
previously to plunging the avenging dag- 
ger into thy heart, and sending thy black 
soul to its kindred darkness?" 

These words had a greater effect upon 
Lanfranco than even Leopold could have 
imagined. Lanfranco, who had passed the 
two nights before the preceding one, in 
ruminating on future schemes of ven- 
geance, had yielded to sleep, on the last 
night, only through fatigue, and then he 
Jiad better not have slept. A frightful vi- 
sion harrowed ^ip his soul, which had* not 
yet recovered from the horrible impression 
which Leopold's words renewed in all its 
force. He dreamed that the ground opened 

beneath 
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beneath his feet, and belched, out the 
most pestilential exhalations and devouring 
flames. As he fled, the earth still gave 
way, and similar chasms opened ready to- 
ingulpb him. One only way appeared to 
favour his flight — He pursued it, but was 
instantly stopped by Ludowico, with si dag- 
ger in bis hand, and rage sparkliirg In his 
eyes. He heard the voice of Ludowico 
exclaimng, ^' Behold the victim due to 
friendship and to justiee!*' ^ Lanfraaco 
threw himself at his feet, and .tried every 
method to avoid his impending fafe; but 
Ludowico only smiled at his pangs, "It 
is thus," cried Ludowico, '' that you smiled 
when about to pierce the bosom of my be- 
loved friend Leopold. Thy present an- 
guish is delightful. Look down, thou spot^ 
less spirit of my departed friend ! and be- 
hold how I revenge thy death> by ridding 
the world of this monster, ' and sending his 
soul to* those eternal torturjes which await 
it V He raised his arm to strike the fatsd 
blow^ when the struggles and inward con-^ 

vulslon& 
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Yulsions of Lanfranco, released him from 
the bonds of sleep. Some minutes elapsed 
before he could persuade himself that it 
was only a dream. He th^n uttered the . 
most piercing cries, -and presently drew 
,some of the domestics around him. They 
found him pale, almost lifeless, and co- 
vered with the cold dew of fear. He bade 
Ikem search his apartment, and all the ad* . 
joining ones, to see if they could find no 
person concealed. The search was fruit- 
less, and his fears began to subside; but 
he would not subject himself to a repeti-r 
tioh of the vision, and detained some of 
the servants in conversation, till daybreakv 
The words of Leopold again brought the 
horrid spectre before hijs imagination. He 
breathed hard-^he was agitated, and trem- 
bled. Leopold knew not the-cause of his 
agitatiotn, but he enjoyed it : he beheld 
bim as triumphantly as if he had had him « 
prostrate at his feet ; but neither of them 
uttered a word. This pause pf silence was 
at last interrupted by a noise> which ap*^ 

peared 
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peared to proceed from the door which 
had closed upon Leopold when he entered 
these horrid caverns. It ceased for a me- 
xnent> and then recommenced with in- 
creased violence, as -f some persons, from 
without, were breaking it open with axes. 

" Dost thou not hear those sounds ?" said 
Leopold — •" They proceed from the arm of 
liUdowico, which is. now forcing the gate 
of my prison, to give me liberty and thee 
death!" 

" It is not too hie ti> prevent that," 
cried Lanfranco, drawing his sword— ^'^ If 
it be Ludowico, he shall only carry thy 
corpse hence." He ran towards^ Leopold, 
who, by a sudden impulse, seized the lid 
of the coffin, on which he was sitting, and 
struck Lanfranco so violent a blow on the 
breast, before he could reach his own with 
his sword, that he reeled back several paces, 
and dropped the weapon. Leopold endea- 
voured to follow up his blow, but his chains - 
would not permit him to reach so far. At 
that instant, they heard the door give way^ 

. and 
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arid a confusion of voices ensued. Lan- 
franco fled, with all possible speed, in an 
opposite direction. He had scarcely dis- 
appeared, before Leopold heard the voice 
of Ludbwico exclaiming, *' Here Ij® is ! 
and, thanks to the Almighty ! alive." He 
saw him rush forwards, and, in an instant, 
held him in his embrace; but, suddenly 
releasing himself, he exclaimed, "My 
friend ! my brother ! my delivjerer ! lose 
no time with me, but seek Rhodiska, who 
is somewhere in these abodes." Ludowico 
ordered some of the party to follow him, 
and proceeded in his search after the un- 
fortunate maiden. Byloff, who had at- 
tended the party, btit was in the rear, now 
advanced, and clasped Leopold in his arras 
— '^ My dear son ! my dear master !" cried 
ByloflP — " Providence only could have re- 
stored thee to us V Leopold's heart was 
too big for utterance — he appeared stupi- 
fied with surprise, but was soon rouzed, by 
hearing Ludowico exclaim,^ " She is found ! 
she will be here presently !" Leopold then 

gave 


H8 THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. 

gave way to the most frantic excess, and 
danced about in his fetters; so that they 
GOuld hardly persuade him to stand stilJ, 
whilst he was released from them. This 
task was scarcely completed, before they 
beheld the rest of the party approaching, 
with Rhodiska in the midst of them. 'Leo- 
pold broke > through all Who stood iii his 
way, and was at her feet in an instant. 
Rhodiska was so overpowered with her 
emotions, that she could not speak; and 
Ludowico intreated Leopold to withdraw 
from her sight, till she could behold him 
with more composure. Leopold complied 
with this seasonable advice; and, leaving 
Rhodiska to the care of his friend, he re- 
turned to ByloflT, with whom he left the 
cavern, and once more beheld the open 
air, which, only some few minutes before, 
he despaired of ever seeing again. A num- 
ber of horses, ibelbnging to the party, were 
waiting for them ; and as soon as Ludowico 
brought forwards Rhodiska, they prepared 
to convey her back to Dorbalec. Amongst ' 

the 
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the party, were a magistrate and severs! of 
the police-officers of Cracow ; the former 
had a chaise, in which he politely offered 
Rhodiska a seat. They only waited the ar- 
rival of the rest of tlie party, who were ex- 
ploring the siibtferraijeous cavern; but, to. 
the extreme surprise of Leopold, they de- 
clared, when they left it, that, after a most 
strict search, they could discover no one 
who. wa$ not of their party, except Rho- 
diska and Leopold ; neither could they find 
any other outlet than the entrance by which 
they arrived at it. They, however, brought 
away thC; coffin, the sword which had been 
dropped lyr Lanfranco* and every thing 
they could find. The whole p^rty then set 
forward for Dorbalec, whither Leopold 
and Ludowico had pushed on before, to 
treak the- joyful news to the Count. They 
fouYid him lying on his bed, with his eyes 
closed: as they approached, he opened 
them ; and no sooner cast them on Leo- 
pold, than he exclaimed, "Do you bring ' 
me any t idings of my dear Rhodiska ?'* 

5 Leopold^ 
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I^opold^ who saw his situation, did not 
think it prudent to give, him any violent 
sensation; but^ assuming ^ cheerful air, 
he answeredy that there were more than 
hopes that he would see her before .anoth^ 
day elapsed. The Count only shook his 
head at this reply, which he looked upon 
as a kind of pious 'fraud, to disguise from 
him the full extent of his misfprtune. Leo- 
pold took one of his hands, and, grasping 
it within his own; assured him, that he 
himself had an implicit confidence in what 
he had just told him, and that he had not 
the least doubt but that his daughter was> 
at that very momeftt, safe in the hands of 
the police-officers of Cracow, who had, by 
some means, discovered the author of the 
outrage, and gone to search the place 
where they had^ heard she was concealed. 
The Count appeared more composed after 
this assurance, and said he should die satis- 
fied if he could behold her once again. 
At that instant, their ears were assailed 
with the loudest acclamations, and the 

'.' ' - ^ Count, 
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Count/ feebly raising his he^d, appeared 
to wish and yet to dreaid to ask the cause 
of it. PresjBwtiy they heard the trampling 
of horses^ and the acclamations grew louder 
and more distinct. The Count looked in 
Leopold's face* . 

^' I should not be surprised/' said Leo- 
pold^ ^' if even now your daughter Was 
$afe within these walls/' 

The County unable to restrain his impa- 
tience any longer^ desired that some one 
.might be sent to learn the cause of these 
acclamations. : Leopold tiirned to Ludo- 
wico. who understood his looks^ and left 
the chamber.. In a few moments he re** 
turned^ and infoirmed the Count, that the 
acclamations were those of his domestics, 
who had been- overjoyed by the arrival of 
some horsemen, to inform him that his 
daughter was safe, and on th^ road to Dor- 
balec: she might be expected to arriye in 
leis than u quarter of an hour. The Count 
recKned his head, and appeared employed 
in a silent ejaculation %o Heaven, in which 

Vol, u a no 
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no one would interrupt him. Rhodisk^ 
was actually arrived^ but Ludowicoliad pre-r 
vailed upon her to restrain her impatience:^ 
of seeing her ^sitlier^ till he should b^ made 
acquainted with her arriyal> by degrees."- 
Ludowico at length received another look? 
from Leopold^ s^d he again left the room. 
In order to prepare the Coi^nt, Liidowico' 
ordered the domestic^ to give another^^ 
jshoutj and then returning, he informed the 
Pount that his daughter was arriv<^^ and* 
he had seen her alight from the chaise" 
which had brought her^ and which he knev 
to belong to one of the magistrates of Cra- ' 
cow. Presently the door opened, and Rhp-" 
'diska entered : she fleW to her father, and^ 
caught him in her arms; but, through an* 
excess of joy at teeing him agai'i^- and' 
grief at- beholding the hav^c whiiii her; 
misfortune had caused ni bis bounfeenance;, • 
she uttered only sobs^nd sighs. Atlengtb* 
she began to speak, birt tnajrticutately. — ' 
'^ Compose yourself> myxlesur Rhiodiskaj'* 
ISaid the (I^IouAt^ — '* I diaU be happj^^ since l» 

-behind 
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"faeliold you again/* LcopoM, \rho dreadeA . 
the ^jBTect wTiich the grief of Rhodfska 
ittight hayc upon Kcr father, at length 
Hhaught proper to try to remove her. He 
represented to her;,, that the Count stood 
in need of 'repose after such an iinex- 
pected burst of joy, and that the magis- 
, trate was waiting to take down, frdin the 
mouths of those concerned, whatever they 
<:ould inform him of the affair, that the . 
author of it might be brought to punish- 
ment. The Count joined in desiring her 
iiot to detain the worthy magistrate, who 
would, in all probability, wish to return 
as soon as possible to Cracow. Rhodiska 
was, with difficulty, prevailed upon to leave 
her lather ; and she accompanied Leopold 
h> the room where the magistrate was em- 
|3iloyed in taking the depositions, and where 
they gave in their own. When this busi- 
ness was finished, the Cqunt sent to desire 
that the magistrate would favoup him widi 
his company. The Count thanked hini in 
Ihe warmest terms, for the deliverance of 

G 2 his 
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his daughter^ and requested to be intbrmeA 
how they had discovered the place of her 
confinement ? The magistrate replied^ that 
Byloff^ through whose means it had.beea 
effected^ was the only person to give him 
that information. He added; that he had 
only done his duty, in searching the place 
where she was suspected to be concealed.. 
The Count again thanked him for the happy 
dispatch with which he had executed his 
office^ and desired his acceptance of a va- 
luable ring which he took from :his finger, 
9S a token of his esteem, and gratitude. He 
al$o pli^sented him with a purse, which he 
'begged bim to do him the favour to distri- 
bute as, he should think proper, among 
those who had attended him. . The magis- 
trate had no sooner retired, than the Count 
desired that Byloff might be sent for^ to. 
acquaint them with the manner in which he 
.had made the happy discovery; BylofTsoon. 
arrived^ and gave them the following won^ 
derful account. 
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. A HE morning on \fhich we were darm- 

> 

ed at the return of Leopold's horse without 
it9 riderj I set oflf^ determined to trace the 
whole adjoining country^ io discover what 
liad become of him. / I wandered about the 
whole day, without havihg met with a single 
person. The declining' sun had begun to 
paint objects of a deep-red colour, and I 
thought of seeking some path which would 
cpnduct me to a habitation, where I might 
pass the night. I guessed I must be at a 
considerable distance from porbaIec> when 
L beheld a long avenue, piefced through 
the forest in a straight line^ where the 

G'3 underwood 
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underwood had been cleared to- form a 
passage between the gigantic tree&i whicJv 
formed an arch over headv At the further 
extremity^ I perceived a bright light 
through the gloom of this umbrageous 
vault> which was caused by the reflection 
of the sun-beams from a beautiful cascade. 
My curiosity was awa]|^ened — I hastened 
my steps ; and, when I arrived at the ex- 
tremity of the avenue> L beheld the re- 
mains of an old castle. The sheet of water, 
with which it appes^rcd surrounded, had 
penetrated throdgh the foundations, and 
made its way into the interior. Theseurce 
bf this reservoir/being no longer confined 
by the bars which art had formerly opposed 
to keep it within proper bounds, had flown 
in greater abundance ; and having entered 
the castle,t where the waters were confined 
by thick, walls; had risen to the height of 
the lowest wij^idoivs, whence they issued 
Out again in torrents of foam. 

*' I was admiring, in silence, this won- 
derful combination of nature and art, when 

I was. 
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1 was surprised to hear the voice of a hu- 
ittan being, ivhose approach the noise of 
-these cascades had prevented me from per- 
ceiving, till he was at my side. On turn- 
ing round, 1 beheld a venerable figure, 
with a long beard. Curiosity only made 
me attentively examine his face, of which 
I had not the least recollection; but, after 
examining mine with equal attention, I 
started to hear him call me by my name. 
i> again endeavoured to recollect him, but 
in vain ; and, at length, desired an expla^ 
nation. 

' 'It is no wonder,' said he, ' that you 
ishould not know the woe-woni In^an in 
this disguise, and after so long an absence. 
I knew you, however, at some distance, 
and could not help imagining I beheld 
your phantom, isince all your acquaintance 
have long supposed you dead.' 

" If the hermit was surprised at behold- 
ing rae, I was no less at seeing, in that 
condition, one of the tenants of Vistulot 
^f?hom, in the days of Count Gustavus^ I 

G 4 had 
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had oftentimes beheld in ease^ happiness, 
and prosperity. I expressed my surprise 
in turn, and desired ta kndw the cause of 
his quitting the world for solitude. 

' Come with me/ said he, / to my habi- 
tation, and I will readily acquaint you with 
it It is some relief to the afflicted, to dis^ 
burthen themselves * of that never-ending 
worm which gnaws and consumes them/ 

*' He- then led me round the basin, till 
we came to a small isthmus, or neck of 
land, which joined the ruijls to the fores^ 
and afforded a kind of causeway to it We 
walked over this to the peninsula, where, 
in the ruins of whp.t appeared to have been 
formerly a chapel, and which, by being in 
an elevated station, had escaped the sur- 
rounding element; he had taken up his re* 
sidence. Some dried moss and leaves, 
heaped up in one corner, served him to 
repose his head ; and the rest of the furni" 
ture, except an axe, a fishing-net, a kettle^ 
and some other triffing utensils, were 
equally simple. A stone servq^ him for a 

seat;. 
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seat ; and he left me a few minutes^ to roll 
in another for his unexpected guest— * 
Having raked up the expiring embers^ and 
thrown on them some fresh fiiel, he pro- 
duced some fish> of which he said the pond * 
contained vast quantities;^ and put theov 
into the kettle over the fire. 

' Now we shall lose no time/ said Irvaq^ 
' as supppr will be getting ready, whilst I- 
relate, my sad story ^ ^ Yo« once knew me. 
contented, happy, and gay — you now be- 
hold me sinking under a load of grief, and 
flying, like a wi!d beast/ from 'the. haunts * 
of man: suchi' are. the vicissitudes of hu- 
man Hfel-r^Butvtp my story: You. have- 
seen, my daughter Zerbetta P' 

' Yes, frequently/ replied I-^-' she was • 
said ta be handsome, and* I thought that 
report did not exaggerate her beauty ; but 
she. was then almost too young to foi^m a 
judgment. of her/. ' 

' Curses oikher beauty !' exclaimed ther 
old. man, ' that was our ruin/ 

'^-Thevtears began to trickle down his sil- 

G 5 very/ 
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very beard^ — ^he paused awhile, but I would^ 
not break silence, lest I might again un- 
thinkingly wound feim. At length h/& grew 
more compceed^ and continued thus : 
- 'You well know, that, in the days of 
our good Count Gustavus, we were safe iii - 
our property and honour. After his death, 
you soon disappeared; and althougb we ^ 
thought your conduct strange at first, yet, . 
in a very little time, we began to give. you, 
the credit opforeseeing the storm that huQg 
over our heads.. We groaned und^ the 
most oppressive c^actionr. ; but that was 
the least misfortune of tho§e who hap-- 
pened to have handsome wives pr daugh-^ 
ters. All domestic felicity was, destroyed 
by the lawless Theodoric. For years I en- . 
deavoured to ctinceal my. Zerbetta, and 
never permitted her, on any o<:casio% to 
go to the castle.; but my precaution was 
vain — I only escaped Scylla to run upon . 
Charybdis, Lanfranco, hi& s<>n> when he 
arrived at the age of manhood, eyen ex- 
ceeded his father in vice,, ajid seemed to 

place 
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place all his delight in doing us soQi<b mis-^ 
chief. If we ventured to complain of it ta^ 
Theodoric, ht laughed at us, andLanfVahco 
was sure to be revenged^ 

' One hapless daj% either being, or pre- 
tending to be fatigued with the chace^ he 
stopped at my cottage when I was absent^ 
and demanded some refreshment.* My 
daughter, \irithout knowing who he was; 
gave him whatever we had^ and was un- 
fbrtunate enough to appear, in his eyes, 
worthy of conquest* At my return, I 
asked for my supper, but it was all gone. 
And my daughter acquainted me with the 
occasion of it. 1; told her, she had acted. 
jUst^as I should . have done if I had been at 

* hon\e; and, having taken a slight repast 
of bread and milk, retired to rest, without 

, imagining, that thi& adventure would have 
any further consequenceisr. The next day 
Ldnfranco called again, and either time<f 
las visits so well, or bad watdhed my going 
ont, that he was several hours alOAc Vit'h* 

c6 her. 
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ber: By what means he had prevailed upotv 
Zerbetta to connive at his visits^ and to 
conceal them from me, Ikpownot; bu^ 
he continued to visit her daily for a long 
time, without.my having the least suspi- 
cion of it. One day, however, I was taken 
ill, and was obliged to quit my labour^. 
As I entered my cottage, I was astonished 
to 4}ehold our young lord, as I instantly;, 
knew him to be, seated by my daughter^ . 
with one arm round her waist, and looking 
at her as' she was at work^ Zerbetta wa^ 
covered with confusion, and so.was Lan- 
franco; ,but he soon resumed his usual» 
cifrontery — took me by the hand— ^blamed 
me for concealing siich ^ treasure a$ my:; 
daughter from the eyes of the world; and. 
added, bow much he was obliged to chance, 
for having discovered it to him. I was too 
much displeased to stand upon any kind of! 
ceremony, and I instantly bade Zerbetta^ 
with a ;5tem voice and look, to leaye the 
room, and to know, in future^ that the 

son 
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aon of Count Bosotnaski was not a prefer; 
Gom panion for the daughter, of Irvaii>, the - 
peasant/! 

'^ Why not ?* demanded he. 

/ Your youth and inexpertence may ex- 
cuse such* a question^' replied I,\/but if 
you had lived longer in the world, you^ 
w^uldr have been serisible^ of the. difference . * 
of . yxMir rank and hers/ 

' Something.is due to .;my- rank/* said he/ 
^ and« something to -her. beauty. . She has • 
enslaved *me-^Permit me ta continue my. 
visits, which will be., unknown to all thc^' 
rest of the^wQrld> Md I will make you the 
dchesttenant of VistuloR' 

' I am sorry,' said I, regardkigrhim with^ 
tire utmost .contempt^^ ^ to find-that ,a.pern 
son in your elevated station, ^can lessea 
himself so far as. to appear contemptible iii; 
tine eyes of ^ roan of my lowly rank. Do. 
you feel no shame at proposing to a father 
to*cpnsent to his daughter's infamy, and ta 
I^sunper himaelf with the fruitsof it ? Leam 

that ab^re are- as^. many poor mei^.^vith ho* 

nour. 
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• nour^ as there are rich ones without it^ 
henceforth, know-yoiirself and me better. 
Do not seek to destroy the respect I have 
for you, as the son of my lord; for, if 
you seek to woynd my honour, I shall 
eonsider myself as your superior,.and aet^ 
accordingly/ 

^ Having said this, I left him, and went 
in search of my daughter, whom I would' 
' net suffer out of my sight any more, uiitil: 
I saw him depart. Notwithstanding the 
dose; watch which I kept during several 
following weeks, I never once saw him > 
teake his appearance, nor any one who bad 
the suspicious look of a clandestine mes- 
nenger on those occasions. I then eon- 
eluded, that what I had said to him h^- 
made a proper impression : I began to lose 
»y suspicions^ and to go to my labour as 
usual— Fatal security ! 

' One evening I returned, and found the • 
cottage deserted-r-I flew round the neighs 
tK)urhood, 'and sought Zerbetta eveiy. 
whercj. but in vaia-r-rNight came, but no'i 

Zerbette-?-*- 
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Zerhettp, — I wandered about the forest the -^ 
gi^ater part of it, and, in. the. morning,, 
took th^- resolution of going to Vistulof, 
throwing myself at the feet of: Theodoric, . 
and imploring him, , as a parent, himself, , 
to pity the anguish of a distressed father^ 
and to cause Lanfranco to restore me my 
daughter. . I did sa, and. Theodoric laughed • 
Hit me. He had the ipsolence to tell mt^, 
that he neither knew nor eared any thing 
•about my.daughter ; but; if she was under - 
th'e protection of his son^ it was an honour, 
instead of a disgrace, to a peasant like ray^ 
self. Stung to madness ,with insult adtled 
to injury, I forgot thevassal, and talked as 
^OAe-man should talk to another on such an . 
occasion. Theodoric was enraged, andror* 
d^red the domestics:, to thrust me otit o£, 
ihe^ castle, and never t<i admit me agatn» . 
I «till •persisted in endeavouring to find my 
loist sbeep, but ipy search was fruitless. 
My house grewhatjeful to me, arid I quitted 
it, ta wander about the forest In my 
r&mbles, I discovered .this retreat; and, asi 
3 it 
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it .had no inhabitant^ appropriated it to myv 
silf. Here, ,the screeching of the owl^ the 
flitting of the bat, and the croaking of the. 
raven^ arc pleasing to. me in. this solUude. 
Like those streamlets- which gush 'out of 
the crevices of the rocks, and, after having 
dashed over the precipices with foaming 
restlessness,, mingle themselves with the 
peaceful waters.of the lake^^ my latter end' 
would be peaceful,, if the thoujg;hts of my 
unhappy Zerbetta, of whose fate I am stilL 
ignorant,, did not embitter them. Only, 
last, nighty I met with an extraordinary ad- 
venture, which renewed ray -fears . for her>, 
and still .fills* my soul with terror^ Ah ! i£ 
th?it hapless female. should, have been Zer-r 
betta!' ^, 

' What adventure . ! what hapless, female ! ' 
exclaimed I, starti;ig up» 

' R^ume your seat, and you shall hear/, 
replied Irvan — ' As. I sleep but little, I ge- 
nerally wander . when the nights, are fine, 
^d meditate, as I behold the globes of . 
night jsparkling in the studded expansse^ ovu 

the:.' 


the glory of their artificer. Last night was 
uncommonly beautifuL I was walking is 
a glen which divide^ two chains of tliese 
fextensive mountains^ when 1 was surprised 
at the sounds of some horseman. Judgi^ig 
they might be some of those bjmditti wh« 
infest these part^, I quitted the gJen, and 
ascending the hill on one side^ I sat down 
behind some thick bushes^ whw I thought 
ihey would pass by without perceiving me. 
To my surprise, when they arrived oppo- 
site to the spot where I sat, I couR per^. 
ceiye> by their voices, they had alsa stop^ 
ped. As I was in an elevated situation, T 
ventured to look down into the glc;»^ and 
beheld four men, who had dismounted 
from their horses, and bore in their arms^ 
the; appearance of a female, but whether 
lifeless or not, Tt eoutd not det^rmine^ 
They approached 4 spot; covered with 
bushes^ and overhung by arllMge mass oC 
ropk. They- removed the bushes, and in- 
stantly disappeared, leaving one man to 

s 

take^ 
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4ake care of the horses. In less than Wf 
tin hour^ the three men, who had entered 
thecavb, returned ^without the female, and 
remounting their horses, they all rode off. 
^1 was, for some time after their departure, 
fixed to the spot with surprise and horror. 
* Who knows," exclaimed I, • but that hap- 
less female maybe Zerbctta !* 

' No*-— it must have been Rbodl^ka !' said 
I, again starting up. 

' Who ?*^ said Irvanv 
" ' Rhodiska, the daughter of Count Pe- 
trowitz, who was carried off from her fa^ 
ther*s housei on the evening before, by 
-some villains. Should you be abl^ to find. 
the spot again ?' 

* Yes, readily/ replied Irvan. 

'Then you .must accompany me to-mor- 
row morning to Cracow,' said I, ' td give 
intelligence of this extraordifiary affair to 
the magistrates, who will aeaftrch into it/ 

' I have been thinking of doing so. thi^ 
lybole day,' said Irvan ; ' but I reflected 

thi^t: 
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thzt my strange .appearance would cauae 
me to be disregafded as a lunolicj or a 
dreamer and a visionaiy/ . 

' There is no danger rtf that now/ said 
I; ^ our storiesj the. time and place> all 
agree so exactly^ that I am weii assured 
that hapless. female wili proTe to have been 
Rhodiska : if it should not be so> we shall 
rescue some other distressed femalb from 
wretchedness, and restore her ,to her pa- 
rentSj whose feelings must be no less acute 
than those of yourself and .Count Petro* 
Wtz/ 

'' As soon as we bad made our frugal 
supper, we retired to rest; and at day- 
break the next morning, we walked to the 
nearest village, where I hired a couple ot 
horses to carry us to Cracow. As we en- 
tered that city, we piet my son and a party 
of police officers, who were then going to 
search the Castle of Vistulof ; but we told 
them, that we had brought more certaia 
information, and pre\'ailed upon: them to. 
(um b^ck with us to the magisftrate, where 

Irvatt^ 
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Irvaa gave in his. wonderful story on oattt. 
The worthy and indefatigable magistrate 
thought this affair of ao muck consequence^ 
that he* ordered a chaise foe himself^ to in- 
vestigate it in person. Irvan conducted us 
to the mouth of the cavern^ where ouir 
journey was crowned with that success 
which renders us all hap{xy/' 


CHAP. VIE 


HrfVERY one admired the strange inter*- 
ference of Providence, ia bringing about 
this discovery. " Where is Irvan/*^ said the 
County ^^ who has been th^ instrument made: 
use of to restore us to peace ?" 

'^ \$k spite of all our endeavours.to brin^ 

hinu 
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Tiim with us/' replied Byloff, '' he left us 
to return to his s6IUude> to enjoy^ as he 
told us^ the pleasure <^ having been useful 
to mankind^ of whom he long ago thought 
he had taken leave for ever/' 

The. Count then informed Leopold of 
^e notice which he had received, and that 
ihere were only four days more to that 
.appointed for the trial. '^ You see/* add- 
jtd he, ^ how seasonable wa& your unex- 
pected deliverance/' After some consul-^ 
lation^ it waS agreed that Leoppldy and all 
hfs witnesses^ should set out for Cracow 
the next mornings in order to give tiinie 
to the lawyers to make their final prepara** 
tions for the occasion. 
. This matter being adjusted^ the Count 
desired that every one might leave the 
jroom^ except his daughter. and Leopold. 
When they were all gone^. he raised him<^ 
jself in the bed, and addressed them thus: 

'^ Leopold^ if I am not mistaken^ joii 
Jove my daughter/' 

'^Tbat 


V'w 
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" That term is too presuinptitous for me 
in my present situation/' cried Leopold, 
throwing himself on his knees; *' but I 
would readily yield my life to be of any ^ 
service to her." 

"Daughter/* said the Count, '^ I think 
you are not indifferent in respect to Leo- 
pold/' ; 

iShe blushed, and cast down her eyes in 
-silence. 

'^ r am not. mistaken/* continued the 
Count ; '^ and 1 wHl confess, that I have 
wtnessed your mutual attachment with 
pleasure. I think that! shall consult my 
daughter's happiness better, by giving her 
to a man of courage, virtue, atid honour, 
than to oittf without either, whatever may 
l>e his rank. Leopold, the day approaches 
which '4s to create you Count Rosomaski, 
or to leave you Leopold Byloff for life. 
The event win make no difference in my 
opinion; and," that you may not think I 
would grant that to Count .Rosomaski, 
- '* which 


, V 


which I would refuse to Leopold Bylofi^ 
I here declare^ that I think you now wor-^ 
4hy to Tje my son-in4aw/* 

Jt would be impossible to describe the 
emotions which this generous declaratioa 
rotized in the breast of Leopold. He^ 
j;rasped the Count's hand^ and then cast a 
look at Rhodiskay to see whether she sanc- 
tioned his happiness^. 

^* Is my daughter of the same ^opinion ?'* 
said the £ount. * 

^'^ I have too great a deference for my 
dtather's opinion,'' replied the ingenuous- 
imaidi ^'fiot to be guided by it> even if it 
•lycre not so congenial with my own, as, t 
must confess. It is m the present instance/' * 

^' Then give liim y^jur hand,'^ said the' 
Count, 

Xeo{>old inslitttiy threw himself at her 
Teet, and. taking the hand which she pre* 
senied to htm, heim printed on it the dumb' 
sigm of A mtost ardent passion. 

'^-Now leave ixie to seek some r^ose,'' 

said 
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said the Count—-'' after the extraordinaiy 
iiicidents of this day, I require it." 

Leopold led Rhodiska out of the cham- 
ber, and retiring to the.garden, where no 
one could observe them, he gave vent to 
all the tender expressions which honour no 
longer bound him to smother in his im- 
passioned breast Rhodiska, who looked 
upon their fate as united, did not attempt 
to conceal the pleasure which his passion 
gave ber, neither did she l)iush to confess 
idiat it was mutual. Never did a flame bum 
with greater bri^tness and purity ! . 

The next morning, Leopold, after having 
taken leave of the Count and his daughter^ 
45et out for Cracow, accompanied by Byloii^ 
(carrying a casket, of which no one be- 
indes himself was acquainted with the con- 
tents), Ludowico, and several of the te- 
nants of the Count, who offered to escort 
them to that city. The magistrate had in- 
formed Rhodiska, that she would beama^- 
terial witness on the trial ; but she refused 

to ' 
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to leave her father, till the day preceding 
that of the trial. When Leopold arrived 
a( Cracow^ he pa^ised the greatest part of ' 
the injerval with his lawyers. 

On the day preceding that on which the 
trial wa» to eoine on, Leopold dined with 
otie of his lawyers at his house, which was 
at some little distance from the city. It 
was late before they had finally arranged 
their business, and the lawyer would have 
detained Leopold till the morning ; but, as 
Rhodiska was expected to arrive in Cracow 
that evening, no entreaties nor persua^ons 
could prevail on him to stay. As the dis- 
tance^ was ' only trifling, he had walked thi- 
ther, and would not accept the offer of a 
bone to take Kim back. The night wiis 
very fine, and the moon shone in all its 
Splendor. Leopold reached the bridge 
across the Vistula, without entertaining 
any apprehensions of danger, AYhen he 
was about the middle of it, he saw the 
lengthened shadow of a man, and heard 
ftomre person behind him. He turned round 

VOL. I. ^ suddenly. 
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suddenly, arid, by that lucky movement, 
received a thrust of a dagger in his arm, 
whicb wa« intended for his back: he in- 
stantly pushed the assa$sin from him, and 
drawing a pistol, which he carried in his 
girdle, shot him dead. Two more were 
ready to revenge, their fallen comrade; 
and Leopold, drawing out the other pistol, 
luckily brought the foremost to the ground. 
The other now attempted to close with 
him ; but Leopold shifted his ground, and 
avoided several thrusts which were made at 
liim. The moon, which shone full in the 
face of the remaining assassin, discovered^ 
him to be Lanfranco: -Leopold had dis- 
charged both his pistols, yet scorned to^ 
fly. As Lanfranco again made towards him^ 
he threw one of the discharged pistols, 
which struck him on the head with, such 
force as to make him reel. Leopold .in- 
stantly ran iip to him, and struck the hand 
which held the dagger so, violently with 
the but-end of the other pistol, that it 
dropped the djagger. Not knowing whe- 
ther 
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thcfr he might have. any other wcApon con- 
cealed^ Leopold would not stoop to pick 
it up; but, seizing Lanfranco round the 
waist, he flung him, with Herculean force, 
over the bridge, into the stream. He then 
sent the bodies of the other two assassins 
the same road, and went oflf^ with all haste, 
towards his lodging, which he reached with- 
out any further interruption. 

Rhodiska had arrived several hours be- 
fore, and was expecting him with the ut- 
most impatience, which BylofF and Ludo- 
wico w^re endeavouring to calm, when 4ie 
came to the door. He no sooner entered 
the room, than Rhodiska discovered that he 
was pale, agitated;^ and his clothes covered 
with Wood. She cried out^ and fell sense- 
less on the floor. Leopold flew to raisq 
her up, andV.ould not be prevailed upon 
to quit her till she came to herself: that 
instant he exclaimed, '' Rhodiska ! ray 
life !: my soul !, behold your Leopold ! — 
Your fears are vain — I am not hurt." This 
seasonable assurance prevented a tapse; 

H 2 and 
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^nd«she had strength enough to ask^ what 
was the meaning of the stains on his dress? 
Leopold told her, he Kad received a wound, 
but that it was only a scratch. Byloff got 
him out pf the room, under pretence of 
changing his dress; but, in reality, the 
good old man dreaded that Leopold dis- 
guised the truth from Rhodiska, and that 
the wound was dangerous. On stripping, 
however, it was discovered that the dagger 
had only wounded the fleshy part of the 
arm, in a manner no way dangerous. By- 
loff cleansed it with- water, and ajpplied 
some lint and a bandage to stop the hiie- 
moi'rhage, which was all that was necessary.' 
Leopold then hastily changed his clothes, 
and returned to relieve Rhodiska from her 
Apprehensions. , After BylofF had assured 
her that there was not the least danger^ 
Leopold told them, that it was a very, lucky 
w^ound, since, if he had not received it, 
he should never have been freed from the 
\engeance of so cruel and saTigttinary an 
tsneiny a& ever man had to contend against. 

He ' 
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He then related the manner in which he had 
ridded himself of Lan franco^ and his two 
other knights of the dagger. This inleUi-- 
gence was very coHsoling to the whole of 
them ; but it was concluded^ that the most 
profound secrecy ought to be observed on 
the subject. 

The ensuing mornings _Craboiv wa$ 
thronged with strangers^ whom4he report 
of the extraordinary trial which was to take 
place^ had drawn together. Every avenue 
to the court was blocked up; and it was 
jiot without the greatest difiiculty/ that 
ihose who had business there o^uld get inta 
their places. 

. The trial at length began> and the most 
fiolemn silence prevailed. The deposition 
of Byloff's wife was produced by the prie^ 
and notary^ who swore^ that it was taken 
«t her own request; had remained in 4heir 
hands^ sealed upj ever since; and nevei> 
been broken open till that day. The de- 
position was then read. It stated^ that 

H 3 when 
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when the Countess of Gustavus Rosoraaski 
xiied, her infanf son was committed to her 
to suckle with her own son^ then about 
the same age: that, after the death of 
Count Gustavus, his brother Thebdoric 
tampered with the deponent and her hus- 
band, to substitute his own child instead 
of his brother's: that, grateful f6r the fa- 
vours of the late Count and Countess, and 
desirous to spare the life of their innocent 
babe, they. fled to a neighbouring forest 
on the estate of Count Petrowitz, where 
they built a cottage, and lived in the ut- 
most privai'y, to prevent the pursuit of 
Theodoric: that they took nothing with 
them which. did not belong to them, .ex- 
cept a box, containing the linen made up 
by the Countess herself for her jnfanl, and 
a coral and gold necklace, with a portrait 
of the Countess attached, which she herself 
^had put about the infant's neck : that the 
youth whom they had educated as their 
own, under the name of Leopold, was the 

infant 
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mfknt son of Gustavus Count Rosomaski 
i^nd his Countess^ and the lawful heir of 
his titles and possessions. 
• Byloff then corroborated his wife's de- 
position^ and produced the hox containing 
the clothes and necklace^ the portrait at- 
tached to, which was known, to many in 
court, to be that of the Countess. He 
swore that the present claimant was the 
Leopold alluded to by his wife in her de- 
position, which was true in every respect. 

Another witness, whom Byloff had dis- 
covered to have lived at Vistulof at the 
time of the pretended death of Count Gus- 
tevus's infarit, swore that, at the time, it 
was remarked by all the domestics, that 
not one of them, except Cassimir and 2u- 
lasko, two persons who were in the great- 
est coniidence of Theodoric, had ever been 
permitted, or pretended to have seen the 
corpse. 

. Rhodiska, Ludowico, and all those who 
knew anything of tne infamous attempts 
of Lanfranco to defeat the decree of the 

uA court. 
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court, by putting Leopold out of the way, 
"were next examined ,* . after which, the 
^diinsel for the claim&nt made a most elo^ 
quent speech, and commented on the 
clearness of the evidence which had been 
produced. Then pointing out Leopold, 
^ who was in the court, he concluded by 
saying, that there were many present who 
very well remembered the kte Count Gus- 
tavus Rosomaski ; and they needed only to 
look at the claimant, and they would in^ 
stantly recognize the father in the son. 

After a short pause^ Cassimir, the f?rst 
witness for the defendant, was called, but 
rlid not answer. For some time the court, 
and all the adjoining parts, rung with the 
name of ", Cassimir !" but he did not ap- 
pear; and, after waiting a considerable 
space, Zulasko, the second witness, was 
called, to as little purpose. . 

In fact, Cassimir and Zulasko were, at 

that \noment, the sport of the waves of the 

Vistula : they were the two assassins who 

attempted the life of Leopold on the pre- 

. ceding 
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ceding evenings and whose bodies he had 
thrown over the bridge, to accompslny that 
of their master. . ' -*i 

When tbie court had again watted a con- 
siderable time with the utmost patienc<^ 
the two women, who were to have sjvora 
that-Byloff'a wife had been delitcrcd of 
twins, were called ; but whether their con- 
science had stung them, or they Were ap- 
palled at finding themselves forsaken by 
Lanfranco and the two other wiittesses; 
iSiey ' had« slunk ovX pf courtv 

The counsel for the defefidim^t thew told 
tSie court, that the wfcdfe of tii)B defeiree 
tested on l4^e witnessesF wh^o had beet)^ 
called, and' w^ho, they were led W^ believe, 
^oiUd appear, but had' iK>t answered when^ 
caUed upoA. They^ therefore sf^bmit^^ %^ 
the €Ourt> 44tat^, if ir sfhofild be theiir opi^ 
Hien that the ehitmant had subst^ntiiatedi 
His cfoim, tJiey must ac<!|uiesce. 
* Whrlsf the coirrtiwere deliberatfrtgi, a 
solemn paus^ of anxious suspence ensued; 
HX: kngtb- the dsEcree was ]^Feiiouiice^> t^ 

m& t£mi 
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this effect — '' That the claimant had sub- 
stantiated hi^ claim to the title and posses-*- 
«ons of Rosomaski, and that he be ad- 
judged the same accordingly ; <and that the 
defendant must account to him for all the 
receipts from that estate, by himself and 
his father, since the death of the claimant's 
father, the late Count Gustavus Roso- 
maski.'* 

This decree was no sooner pronounced, 
-than the. solemnity of the court was broken 
in upon by a burst of. applause, which was 
begun by thq tenants of Count Petrowitz, 
and * several . of those of Rpsoraaski, who 
were present through .curiosity^ and who 
rejoiced at the. defeat of their late tyrant. 

After having dispatched a messenger with' 
the exhilirating tidings to Count Petrowitis, 
-Rosomaski, for so we shall henceforwards 
term Leopold, with Rhodiska, Byloflr,.Lu- 
dowico, atid a numerous, train of the te- 
nants of Dorbalec, as well as those of Vis- 
tulof, who being,, before the trials afraid 
to declare their sentiments/ now gave; the 

reins 
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reins to the most extravagant demonstra- 
tions of joy, left Cracow on their rdute to 
Dorbale(5. When they arrived there, the 
Count ordered the gates to be thrown opeo, 
and all comers to be entertained ; but Ro- 
^maski and Rhodisk'a, fearing that the 
noise and bustle would be too much for 
him in his present situation, prei^ailed upcn^ 
him to countermand th6se orders, and bid 
the butler prepare an entertainment for the 
tenants, on the lawn before the castle. 
There the tenants of Dorbalec arid Vistulof, 
intermingled, and enlivened by the Cotint'^ 
good cheer, enjoyed their rustic revelry ia 
perfect harmony. 

The Count, having summoned Roso- 
ijiaski -and Rhodiska to his bedside, ad- 
dressed them thu&: — 

'' My dear children, only one thing re- 
mains to crown your and tny hcippiness. 
Need I mention it? — It is your union. 
Let the. ceremony be this instant per- 
formed. I have sent for a priest, ^Yho is 
now in the casile. It is useless to delay 

H 6 " what 
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what we all wish for, and is within our 
reach.*' 

Rosomaski threw himself on his kneels 
by the bedside, and thanked the Couat io 
the warmest terms : he rose only to pros-, 
crate himself again before RHodiska^ and 
implore her not to ^refuse him that boon- 
which her father had proffered. 

" I hope/' said Rhpdiska, crimsoning, 
*' that I have ever complied with my father's 
wishes." 

. '' Enough !" cried the Count — 5' let the 
priest be sent for,^' 

The impatient Rosomaski would not 
wait the slow miotions of an uninterested 
messenger — ^he flew to find the priest,- and 
returned with him instantly. The knot,, 
tyhich death alone could dissolve^ was theU' 
lied, and Rosomaski embraced his own Rho- 
diska. The news soon spread throughout 
the castle, and reached the lawn, whence 
the shouts of the happy rustics re-ethoed: 
them back again to the castle. 

After several days passed in rejo^cmi^ 

Byloff 


THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. 157, 

Byloff and Ludowico went to Vistiilof^ to 
lake possession of it in the name of Leo- 
pold Rosomaski. They met with no op- 
potation:, as Lanfranco had never been 
heard of since h^ went to Cracow ; which, 
to those who knew what happ<ened there, 
.was no wonder ; neither was he so well .be-* 
loved^ that any cme interested himself 'm 
his^fate. 


<. 





CHAP, yin. 


A HE happiness of Rosomaski and Rhcr-» 
diska would have known no bounds, if ifr 
had not been interrupted by their fears foe 
the Count her father, whose health die- 
dined very visibly. Ift due time, she pre- 
sented 


I 
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sented her husband with a- daughter, who 
was baptized Paulina ; and the noble soul 
of Count Petrowitz, which seemed t6 
linger on earth, only till it witnessed this 
completion of their happiness, W3s now 
preparing to trrke its flight to the regions 
of immortality. He delayed, almost to 
the latest moment, to give the melaiipholy 
intelligence to his. children ; but hewas at 
last obliged to summon them to his bedside. 
'? My dear children,'* said he,, taking one 
of their hands in each of his, '' there is one 
debt which all of us must pay^; but it is^ 
terrible only to those who have not pre- 
pared themselves for it. I trust that is 
not my case.. I have endeavoured to ful- 
fill my duty in life, a^ a son, a husband, a 
father, a man, and a christian : death, 
therefore, has no terrors for me. My 
daughter. Heave you ih the arms of a man 
whose, virtue. has been proved— My son, I- 
have given you the strongest mark of my 
esteem, by entrusting to your care the 
most sacred pledge which Heaven ever con* 

fided 
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fid^d to mine. Continue happy in each 
other, and may the' Almighty bless you 
bothr ^ 

* After a pause, ^vhich was interrupted 
' only by the heart-rending sobs and sighs 
q{ Rhodiska, the Count added — 

^' My dear, children, leave me now — 
Ihave done with the affairs of this world, 
and must devote the few remaining mo- 
ments to prepare for the next. God pre- 
serve you !*' 

Ro'somaski grasped his hand, and then 
took Rhpdiska's, to lead her out of the 
chamber; but she no sooner saw herself 
about to be taken from her father for the 
last time, than she gave vent to her grief, 
and falling on the bed, bedewed his face 
with her tears. The Count beckoned to 
Rosomaski to take her away ; and he car- 
ried her out of the room, quite senseless. 

Two hours afterwards, the good old 
Count breathed his last. 

During the three succeeding days, Ro- 
somaski suffered Rhodiska to give vent to 

her 
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her grief^ without attempting to stop the 
torrent. It then became necessary to offer 
her some consolation. 

§ 

" The loss of a tender and affectionate 
parent/' said he^ " is great — it is irrepa- 
rable: but it is tfie will of Heaven^ and 
submission id pi^ty. Consider, my dearest 
Ahodiska, that you have fulfilled your duty 
as a dlaugbter; bttt you have still one no 
less important to perform — that of a pa* 
rent. If your affection for me should be 
entirely absorbed in the gteatwess of your 
fete loss, yet do not let it rob our little 
innocenty our Paulipa, of a mother's at-^ 
tentions.** 

At these ivorffs hq brought the infant; 
and holding it towards RhodiSka, he said, 
'^Will you suffer your immoderate grief to- 
dieprive us of lhi& too, our only consbl!a<- 
4ion?'" 

Rhodiska cfesped the infant/ and letting: 
fell a shov^er of tears> her grief began to 
abate, as her maternal tenderne» revived.. 
Oa the day pt:eceding that in which the. 

last 
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last mournful token of respect was to hm 
paid to the Count's remains, Rosomaski 
prevailed upon her to suffer herself to he 
removed to Vistulof, where every thing 
had been prepared for their reception « 

Hosomaskr thought that the best mode 
of restoring peace to the wounded' mind of 
Rhodiska^ would be that of finding some 
little agreeable employiAent for her ; and 
Byloflf soon gave him an opportunity, by 
acquainting him, ^ that the unfortunate 
daughter of old Irvan was still at Vistulol^ 
and that he had made known to her some 
part of his adventure with him in his soU<- 
tude. 

My dear Rhodic^a/' said Ro8omaski> 

this' is your affair. Here is one of your 
own sex who has been imprudent ; but we 
have no reason to believe that she has b%en 
viciously so. , Besides that, to her misfor*^ 
tune we owe our deliverance from' Lan-^ 
francOi and the happiness which we now 
enjoy in each- others I know that the sen* 

si)>ility 


■ 
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sibility of your heart will be delighted at 
Restoring this erring female to the right 
path. Suppose you were to converse with 
her^ and let her find that she is not aban- 
doned by all the world/' 
• "It will be an agreeable task to me/' 
replied Bhodiska, '' to restore her to her- 
self 9nd to her father." 

Zerbetta was sfent for^ and Rosomaski 
left the room, that there might be no 
check upon their conversation. Rhodiska^ 
who, without the least tincture of prudery, 
was strictly virtuous, received Zerbetta 
with ihe utmost kindness ; aTid having ex- 
pressed her sense of the obligations which 
herself and her husbaiid lay under to her 
father, she made that a pretence of wish-r 
ing to do whatever she could to render the 
situation of his daughter comfortable. 
Either a tender remembrance of her aged 
father, or Rhodiska's kindnei^s^ or p^erhaps 
both, suffused the eyes of Zerbetta with 

te&rs. 

♦ 

"Alas, 
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'' Afas, Madam/' replied she, " you 
know my unfortunate story. I am unwor- 
thy of your favour, and of a father's soli* 
citude. Suffer me to live with you, and^ 
from your example, to endeavour^ in fu- 
ture, to retrieve w.hat is past." 
' ** My dear Zerbetta," cried Rhddlska, 
iising and embraciti^ her, " it delights my 
hfeart to hear that you are sensible of your 
errors. The greatest obst-acle is overcome, 
and your return to virtue will be easy. 
Your father. raiist be recopciled to you." 

'^ Ah, Madam, that is tvha.t I most wish 
and dread. I long to see him again, to 
embrace his aged knees, and to entreat 
ibrgiveiiess ; but how can I bear his just 
reproaches?" 

''He will make you none," said Rho- 
diska — '^ My husband will prepare him to 
forget the past, and to receive you as if 
you had been faultless." 
•. Rosomaski entered the room soon after- 
wards, and. having been informed of what 
had passed, he assured Zerbetta of his good 

offices^ 


' f 
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offices in so obligiag a manner^ as drew 
the tears again from hei* e]ie8. 

The kind offices of hnmanity, in which 
Rhodii^a had been engaged^ had so ani^ 
flUafed' her face^ and made her fotget her 
own sorrow6> that Rosomaski was deter-^ 
fliiined not to lose what he had «d hkppily 
gained. He immediately dispatched Byloilj 
veil mountc^^ to bring Irvan with him to 
Yi&tiilof. In less than thriee hours> Byloff 
ftilfiHed his task> and Rosomaski went to 
prepare Irvan for the meeting. 

'* My good friend/' said Rosomaski^ 
***after owing all my happiness on earth to 
.you^ it cannot surprise you^ that I should 
be anxious to contribute towards yonr^. 
I am not going to offer you wealthy byt I 
think I can restore you ^ to that peace of 
tnind^ to which you have been so long a 
tt^angen Your daughter 15 now under this 
roof; and, from the conversation which 
my Rhodiska has had with her> it will re- 
joice you to hear, that she- is triily sensible 
of her errors — that she is anxious to returja 

ta 
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to virtue. There is only one thing want* 
ing-^in arder to reconcile hpr to herselC 
you must be reconciled to her." 

^' You have indeed rendered nie happy,** 
teplied Irvan — *' and, that there may be 
no check to my daughter's laudable re« 
solve, you may acquaint her that I for- 
give her — will never cease to pray Heaven 
to confirm her in it, and, with my last 
breath, will bless her.'* 

*', But you must see her," said Roso^ 
fnaski. . r ' ' 

I can refuse nothing,*' replied Irvan, 

to those who are reclaiming my stray 
Iamb.*' • 

Rosomaski led Irvan to the room where 
Zerbetta was sitting with Rhodiska. Irvail 
no sooner en tefed the room than he paused, 
Sind looked edrnestly a-t. Zerbetta. For 
some moment!^ she was chained to her scat 
by a conscious awe, and covered her face 
with her bands; but presently recovering 
iierself, she rose, and threw hecself at hifc 
feet. Paternal fondness was instantly tri- 
umphant 


if 
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umphant in the breast of Irvan, who flung 
his arms around her neck, and sobbed outi 
'^ My dear Zerbetta ! my dear child ! may 
Heaven forgive thee, as I do most sin- 
cerely !"" This tender scene between fa- 
ther and daughter/ revived, in the heart of 
Rhodisfca, her recent loss; and she was 
ance more sinking into despondency, when 
Rosomaski, who guessed her sensatioqs, era- 
braced her most tenderly, and whispered to 
her — -" I knew how grateful this scene 
would be to your susceptible heart; finish 
what you have so well begun^ and you 
will have all the glory of having rescued 
an unhappy female from wretchedness/* 

Irvan had,' by this time, raised his daugh- 
ter, and leading her towards RKodiska^^ ' 

" Behold," said. he, " hqw happy are 
the votaries of virtufe ! They find. in ft a 

« 

consolation under the severest trials. My 
daughter, if ever you should again find 
yourself wavering, remember the Countess 
Rosomaski, and that will be sufficient to 
confirm you/' 

' \ Rosomaski 
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Rosomaski then introduced the.subject 
of their future mode of life, and made Ir- 
van two proposals — that he should have 
his former cottage, or some other, rent 
free; or that he and his daughter should 
reside in the castle. 

'' For myself," replied Irvan, ^' I should 
prefer my old solitude, to which I am ha- 
bituated ; but my daughter can never be 
SQ well placed as in the service of the 
Countess, from whose example she will re- 
ceive daily benefit." 

'^ Then tarry here T)oth of you,'' said 
Rosomaski — " Zerbetta willfind a friend 
in my Rhodiska ; and you need not piqe 
for your solitude, as you may live as re- 
tired, and employ yourself in what man- 
ner you please." 

Irvan and Zerbetta joyfully accepted the 
proposal, and Rosomaski was rejoiced at 
having fo.und means of diverting the grief 
of Rhodiska, who entered with pleasure 
into the scheme of making a permanent 
reformation in the wandering female. So 

humane 
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humane ba Undertaking must have created . 
efileem m every upright heart ; but it cre- 
ated only malignant jealousy in the perfi- 
dious bosom olF Dorothea^ whose guiit ha4 

a 

iKci^ed detection, and who hud ficcom^ 
panied her mistress to Vistulof. .Whea 
Rhodiska was carried . off by Lanfranco's 
emissaries, she bad pretended to make a 
great struggle, as if to rescue her, which 
she did not intend ^duld be effectual; 
and uttered a loud cry, which she knew 
could never reach the Castle of Dorbalec, 
at that distance. It had had, however, the 
eflect of deceivipg Rhodiska, who imagined 
that she was left in despair. When Do- 
rothea ran in to alarm the castle, and als# 
when her mistress was brought back safe^ 
she counterfeited the extremes of grref and 
joy so well, that no one could*suspect her 
of imitation. She hoped still to enjoy the 
misplaced confidence of her mistress ; but, 
after her nuptials, Rhodiska wi$ely and 
prudently resolved to make her husband 
Mly her confidant. Dorothea was, at first, 

5 hurt 
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hurt at this resolve; but she presently com- • 
forted herself with the thoughts of the 
mpiiey which had been the price of her ; 
treachery, and with being still the princi- 
pal attendant on the person of Rhodiska,. 
whence she still hoped to derive a profit.. 

A connection in vice, as well as in vir- 
tue, often begets a sympathetic intimacy : 
so it was with Dorothea and Zqkalef, one 
of the male domestics of Dorbalec, who 
had been also bribed by Lan franco, .and was 
the person who had made the hole in the 
tower, through which .the emissaries of 
Lanfranco had entered, and Rhodiska had 
been carried olf. Dorothea and Zokalef 
had agreed upon. an union, as soon as their 
treachery should have procured them what 
they should think a sum sufficient to finable 
them to launch out into the world. 
. When Dorothea was on the point of 
leaving Dorbalec, to follow Rhodiska to^ 
Vistulof, she hinted at the connection which 
subsisted between herself and Zokalef, to 
Rhodiska, who, willing to please her fa^ 

VOL. I. I vourite. 
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vourite^ prevailed upon Rosomaski to let 
Zokalef also attend them. Rosomaski wais 
the more inclined to receive Zokalef^ who 
had lived several years at Dorbalec^ be- 
cause he had given directions to ByloflT to 
dismiss all the domestics at Vistulof, who 
had been engaged since his father's death ; 
as he could not depend upon any who had 
merited the confidence of Th^odoric or 
Lan franco. When Byloff had performed 
this order^ he found that> of all the domes- 
tics, the old porter was the only person 
who was of that description which he was 
to retain. This matter he had signified to 
Rosomaski, who was glad to have a domes- 
tic who had lived so Ibng with the late 
Count Petrowitz as Zokalef had doi^e. A 
gardener, / who did not sleep in the castle, 
and two female servants, who did, were alJ 
the additional domestics which were at Vis- 
tul<>f> when Rosomaski and Rhodiska re- 
moved thither. 

Dorothea, who vainly imagined that, a« 
soon as the first passion of love began to 

abate. 
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abate, she would gain her usual ascendancy 
over her mistressj, and be able to turn it to 
her future advantage^ was chagrined at see- 
ing Zerbetta, whpm she regarded as a rival, 
take up so much of her mistresses atten- 
tion. But she dissembled her jealousy, in 
the hopes of finding some opportunity, for 
which she was determined to lie in wait, of 
ruining her in the esteem of Rhodiska, 
Zerbetta, however, conducted herself so, 
discreetly, and gained so much upon Rho^ 
diska, by the constant attention which she 
paid to the little Paulina, that Dorothea 
could scarcely restrain the marks of her 
resentment, and disappointed avarice. 

In the mean time, as a distance of space 
softens aijd renders pleasing those rugged 
precipices, which, seen close at hand, would 
have created awe and teriror, so does a 
distance of time wear away those troubles, 
which, at first, appear insupportable and 
overwhelming. Rhodiska's keen ^rief for 
the loss^of her father^ began, at length, to 
subside into a vieneration and tender re*- 

I 2 spect 
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spect for his memory. Rosogia&ki never 
lost a single opportunity of contributing 
to the tranqujillity of his Rhodiska. As 
Vistulolf was, from thenceforth, to be the 
chief place of their residence, Rosomaski 
determined to render it i>ot only com- 
pletely convenient, but also to give a de- 
gree of elegance to the exterior. He con- 
sulted Rhciiska, and they drew plans to- 
gether. This employment kept her mind 
almost constantly engaged, and banished 
melancholy reflectibns. When they had 
adopted what they thought the best plan, 
he prevailed upon her also to give her 
opinion on the execution of it. 

In little more than the space of a year, 
the interior of the castle was not^ only ren- 
dered convenient and pleasant, but the 
greatest part of the rubbish, which incum- 
bered the exterior, ai^d almost denied a 
passage, was removed. Those venerable 
relics of antiquity, which still retained any 
part of their priairie grandeur and form, 
were spared ; and, as they appeared stand- 
ing 
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ing by themselves, they resembled, on ap- 
proacbing the castle^ those ancient Egyp- 
tian ruins, which are still the admiration 
of travellers, in the neighbourhood of 
Alexandria. 

When all these improvements were nearly 
completed, Rosomaski and Rhodiska began 
Xo arrange their different departments of 
domestic economy. Although Rosomaski 
had hired a gardener to perform all the la- 
borious part of that occupation, yet, as he 
was convinced that the. art of cultivating 
the earth was the most agreeable;- as v/t 11 
as the noblest of all em ploy men ts^ he took 
a delight in attending the flower-beds, the 
fruit-trees, and the more delicate plants. 
Oftentimes he held in his hand the spade, 
the watering-pot, or the pruning-knife. 
Rhodiska was no less disposed than her 
husband, to take a pleasure in every thing 
which pertained to rural employments. 
She divided her time between the attention 
which she paid to her little Paulina, the 
caresses of conjugal love, and the relaxa- 

' I 3 tions 
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tions which are derived from the study of 
music^ and the interesting details of a poul- 
try-yard; Assisted by a single female do- 
mestifc^ who performed the laborious part^ 
she herself sufficed for the government of 
all her subjects. She would often thank 
her stars, for having to sway only docile 
fowls, and other different species, equally 
pacific and tractable/ 

Sometimes, when domestic affairs would 
permit,^ Rosomaski and Ludowico would 

m 

iamuse themselves with shooting ; at other 
times, Rhodiska would accompany them, 
when they went upon the more sedentary 
amusement, of ensnaring the finny race 
with the treacherous bait. 

But the details of the marriage-state, 
however delightful to the parties them- 
selves, are monotonous and tedious to 
strangers, unless marked by some very 
strange occurrencejs, and prominent ad*- 
ventures. If ever there was an union which 
promised conjugal felicity, it was thaf of 
Rhodiska and Rosomaski. At the time 

when 
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when it took place^ Rhodiska was on the 
. point of completing her seventeenth yean. 
If nature^ the better to assure to virtue the 
homage of mortals^ was to offer it to their 
- eyes under the form of beauty^ she could 
not have adorned the female^ who was in- 
tended to represent it, with more perfec- 
tions than she had bestowed on Rhodiska. 
« A noble dignity impressed on her fore- 
head, discovered the elevation of her soul ; 
the fire of sentiment animated her looks; 
the tender carnation of modesty tinged 
hex; cheeks; gentleness and kindness danced 
in her smiles; her auburn hair played 
witliout art, on the velvet tissue of her 
neck of alabaster ; the display of her shape 
was designed by the graces ; the accents of 
her voice were melody itself: to sum up 
the whole, there was spread over her per- 
son an intoxicating charm, whose power 
could ^never fail to seduce all eyes, apd to 
subdue all hearts. This union of so many 
perfections would seem never to have ex- 
isted, but in the imagination; and yet na- 

1 4 ture 
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ture had, realized it^ to make of Rhodi$k;| 
a most enchanting woman. To have added 
another charm would have been superflu- 
ous ; as^ in the ^ords of our immortal 
poet — 

To gild refined gold, to paint the Wfy, 
To thrdw a perfume on the-violety 
To smooth the ice, or add another hue 
Unto the rainbow, or, with taper light, ^ 

To seek the beauteous eye of hcav'n to garnish, > 

Is wasteful and ridiculous excess. ' . « 

Shakkspbjlrk. 


The goddess had been scarcely le§s pro- 
digal towards Rosomaski, who was, at th^ 
time of his mamage, in his twentieth year. 
A majestic port, large black eyes, in which 
his lofty soul was seen in all its beauty, a 
countenance, which pleased still more by 
the expression of its tout eiuemble than by 
the regularity of its features, a frank and 
generous character, a mind replete with 
delicacy, and a heart formed for love and 
friendship, were the gifts which rendered 

him 
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him worthy of Rhodiska. Rosomasfci, ho\v- 
ever^ was not without a defect. It is very 
rare to find a couple equally perfect. Fiery 
iuid impetuous^ he had less mildness than 
Khodiska. If he had had the least reason 
to doubt the attachuicnt and virtue of his 
wife^ be would have had a propensity to 
jealousy. More than once he gave way to 
slight sallies of wannth ; but Rhodiska had 
so much merit, that she knew how to allay 
them almost in*an instant^ and in the same 
instant sh& pardoned them, in corisidera- 
tjon of the gox)dii«ss of his heart. Roso- 
piaski knew how to appreciate the value of. 
Rhodi&ka, and he rendered her tenderness. 
£ar tendernd&s. It. was no wonder then, 
that two suoh hearts, cemented by love, 
should experience, when unassailed by fo- 
reign troubles, the utmost harmony:, glea- 
sure, ease, and tranquillity. 

Such had been the state of Rosomaski" 
and Rhodiska during several years; in. 
which space, Rhodiska, had presented her: 
husband with, three children, beside Pau- 

1. 5k lina;. 
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' lina. They seemed now to have reached 
the top of Fortune's wheel ; but the'fickle 
goddess soon convinced them that it was 
never stationary, and <>ne of its revolutions 
brought all their felicity to the ground. 

A fever, which was supposed to have 
been introduced into the castle by a men- 
dicant, who had not in. vain solicited shel- 
ter during a stormy night, raged violently 
within the walls of Vistulof, and, in less 
than a wxek, carried of!' the three younger 
children of Rhodiska and Rosomaski, the 
faithful and worthy Byloflf^ and several of 
the domestics. Paulina also caught the in- 
fection, and her life was, for some days/ 
despaired of; but it pleased Heaven ta 
spare the afflicted parents that one consO'- 
lation; and she, deep as were their wounds, 
made them still retain an attachment for . 
life. 

Byloff, according to his last wish, was 
depoi3itcd under the same sod with his be* 
loved partner; and the filial piety of Liido- 
wico, arid almost filial love of Rosomaski, 

•caused 


fSS INVISI7U.E ENEMY. 176' 

caused k to be surrounded with an iron 
railings to prevent the depository of these 
dear remains from being intruded upon^ 
except when the eyes of filial duty and of 
friendship approached^ to drop the sacred 
tear to their memory. 

This dreadful loss was only the fore- 
runner of unparalleled sufTerings^ which 
did not approach the wajls of ^ Vistulof 
with a limping pace> but followed, one 
another in rapid^ and almost continued 
«.uccessiOn. 


/ » ' » 
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CHAP. IX. 

vJ'NE evemng, when Rosoroaski and Lii*^ 
dowico returned from their usual amuse^ 
ments, they were met by Rhodiska at the 
hall-door^ apparently in great consterna- 
tion. Rosomaski instantly (enquired into 
the cause, of it, ^' You know/' replied 
she^ *' that I do not easily give way to 
groundless fears; but.,, during tKe greatest 
part of the last hour, my ears have been, 
assailed by rumbling confused sounds^ 
which appear to issue from underjieath the 
castlcj as if some persons were forcing their 
way into the subterraneans/' Rosomaski 
told her/ that^ in all probability/ some of 

the 
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the labourers on the exterior of the castle, 
. had been at work later than usual ; and that 
the echoes of the sounds of their pick-axes 
and sledge-hammers, in the subterraneans, 
had produced the cause of her alarm. 

Dorothea affirmed, that, although she was 
sitting in the, same room with her mistress, 
yet she had heard nothing extraordinary. 
'' I shall not disbelieve my own sense of 
hearing, for all that," said Rhodiska-* 
"neither shall I be able to rest till the 
subterraneans are searched/' Rosoma'ski 
told her, that she should have that satis-^ 
faction immediately ; and, whilst he and 
Ludowico were arming themselves, Doro* 
thea was sent to bid Zokalef get a torch, 
and accompany them. After a long inter- 
val, she returned with Zokalef, who walked 
before Rosomaski and Ludowico^ through- 
out the whoje of the spacious vaults. No- 
. thing was seen, nothing heard, except the 
aouiids of their feet and voices, echoed from 
one to the other of these caverns. They 
looked into every cornier, every recess, but 

discovered 
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diiscovered nothing to alarm them. Roco^ 
maski demanded of Zokalef, if he had heard 
any unusual noises ? *' None/' replied he; 
^ but what are usual^ and those ceased 
when the workmen had finished their day's 
labour." Rosoma^ki and Ludowico were 
now persuaded that the sounds which Rho- 
diska had heard^ were only those of the 
workmen, and they returned to put an end 
to her disquietude. At the usual hour« 
they all retired to rest. 

Night had long enveloped our hemi- 
sphere in her sable mantle, and all the cares. 
of life were nearly drowned in sleep, when 
Rosomaski and Rhodiska were suddenly 
alarmed by a loud grating noise, and rum- 
bling motion, somewhat resembling the 
rolling of an immense: weight over a pave- 
ment. Rosomaski instantly rose and seized 
his arms, which he had placed on a table in 
his chamber. He took the lamp, which 
was usually burning at night, on account 

« 

of the child, and proceeded to Ludowico's. 
chamber, who had been awal^ned by the 

same 
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same noise^ and was dressing himself. Tfiey 
descended into the subteiraneanS, and/ just 
as they reached the entrance into the prih- 
cipal vault,, they heard the sound of foot- 
steps — they stopped, ar\d presently saw a . 
glimmering light. They advanced towards 
the door, which was half open; and, as 
soon as they pushed it,' th^y beheld a maa . 
with a dark lanthorn in his hand, whose 
weak and vacillating light was not sufficient 
to enabfe them to distinguish his features^ 
Install tly they heard a voice saying, '' You 
have no reason to be alarmed, my masters ; 
it is only L Zokalef. Having heard the 
noise, which has undoubtedly awakened 
you, I rose to discover the cause of it, and 
I think 1 have succeeded. If you look at 
this mill-stone, which was placed on its^ 
edge against the wall, but has slidden down,^ 
and* fallen on the pavement, you will be- 
convinced} as well as myself, that there is 
no occasion to look any farther." As this 

vault contained several mill-stones, for the 

• •• 

use of the mill belonging to Vistulof, on© 
6 of 
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of the largest of which laj horizontally on 
the pavement, this explanation of Zokalef 
appeared quite satisfactory. They re- 
ascended — Rosomaski a<rain wished hi& 
friend a good night ; and, after haying re- ^ 
moved the disquietude of Rhodiska,. they 
passed the rertiairider of the night without 
any further disturbance. 

As these alarms were succeeded by a 
profound tranquillity during a month, the 
inhabitants of Vistulof had recovered their 
ease, and thought themselves in perfect 
security ; but they reckoned without theic 

« 

host. 

One night, the tinkling bell had sortnded; 
that hour of silence, in which mortals are 
commonly plunged into so death-like a- 
sleep., that a slight noise v,?ill not rouses 
them out of it : such was the state of Ro- 
somaski ; but, as a tender solicitude alway& 
keeps a mother half awake, lest her infant 
should require her attention, Rhodiska 
slumbered only, and so slightly, that she 
imagined she heard footsteps in the gallery,^ 

She 
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She listened with the titmost attention^ and 
heard them stop at the door of her cham- 
ber. Dreading to give Rosoitiaski a false 
alarm, she gently drew back the curtain, 
and listened again ^ Shie heard a voice say- 
ing, in a low murmuring tone, " Do not 
forget the child:" another answered, "Not 
one of them shall escape." No longer 
doubting the danger which threatened 
them, she cried out, " Rouse, Rosomaski ! 
arm ! arm !" Rosomaski had only just 
time to seize his pistols before the door 
was forced open ; and three frightful 
figures entered, lighted by dark lanthorns; 
They all wore masks, which were painted 
so as to inspire horror, ^s well ;as their 
dress, which was .bladk, with red cloaks. 
Their arms were naked to the shoulders, 
and their hands grasped murderous aies, 
whose polished blades reflected the rays of 
their lanthorns, which wefe suspended to 
their girdle$. At the sight of these satel- 
lites of death, Rhodiska uttered a piercing 

cry, arid shrunk under the clothes, to avoid 

the 
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the terrific sight;. Even the intrepid soUl 
of Rosomaski felt a momentary torpor^ 
which prevented his beginning the work 
of death. He Was, however^ soon roused' 
by the entrance of a fourth person^ who^ 
without uttering a syllable^ aimed a stroke 
of his sabre at one of the preceding three^ 
andjnstantly the sounds of the clashing 
sabre and axes^ made all the walls of- the 
old castle resound. At that instant^. Ro- 
somaski discharged one of his^ pistols^ and 
wounded one of the three villains in the 
left arm. He drew back, and^ rejoined the 
other two, who were repulsing the person 
who had come to the assistance of this un- 
fortunate family, in the gallery. Rosomaski 
pursued him into the gallery, and there 
the action recommenced. The person who 
had made so fortunate a diversion for Ro- 
somaski, was Ludowi<5o, ivho, being awa- 
kened by the cries of Rhodiska, had flowri 
to the defence of bis friends. He conti-' 
nued to fight with the greatest resolution ; 
but^ at length,^ Rosomaski beheld him faH 

under 
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imder tht blow of one of the villains^ %vho 
had contrived to get behind him. Roso^ 
maski^ who, till then, had reserved the 
fire of his remaining pistol, for fear of 
hurting his friend^ instantly fired, and the 
axe dropped from the hand of the vyiaia 
who had felled .his friend, and was' pre* 
paring to dispatch him with it. Roso- 
maski was then unarmed ; yet he was about 
to grapple with one of the assassins, in 
hopes to wrest the axe from his hand> 
wheii Rhodiska, who had assumed courage 
enough to look out when she heard the 
^unds retiring to the gallery, avd saw that 
Rosomaski, in his hun-y, had forgotten bis 
sal)re^ with the greatest presence of mind 
brought it to him. Rosomaski, maddened 
to desperation by the fall of Ludo'wico, 
fell upon th^ assassins with so much fury« 
that, finding themselves unable to with-; 
^tand his iippetuosity, and smarting with 
the wounds from his strokes, which they 
had not been able to parry with their axes, 
tbey took' to flight, and,vdarkening their . 

lanthoriis. 
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lanthorns^ prevented Rosbmaski from see* 
ing which way they went. Rosomaski 
called to Rhodiska to bring him the lamp^ 
which he had no sooner received, than he 
descended the great staircase, and searched 
ail the lower parts of the castle, without 
sieeing any bne. At last he perceived 
that one of the windows had been broken 
open, and he no longer .doubted but that 
they had made their escape through it. 

Rosomaski then began to think of the 
situation of Ludowico, and he ascended the 
staircase and hastened back to the gaHery> 
where he found hiiii in the arms of Irvan; 
whom the reports of the pistols had roused, 
whilst Rhodiska alftd Zerbetta were staunch- 
ing the blood of hi& wounds, which' were 
on the side o^f his head, and on his shoulder. 
Ludowico was still senseless, but his wounds 
did not appear to be very dangerous. The 
axe had fortunately glided from his head to 
his shoulder : if it had fallen directly oji 
the former, it must have been instant death. 
Rosomaski helped to convey him to his 

bed. 
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be^, where^ after binding up his wounds, 
arid giving him some cordial drops, he had 
the happiness of seeing him give signs of 
returning life. He had been at first stun- 
ned by the blow, and the loss of blood in 
^hat interval had caused him to faint, as 
soon as the first effect began to wear off. 

Rosomaski, with great difficulty, pre- 
vailed upon Rhodiska to retire to her own 
chamber, to take care of her child, whilst 
he himself, with Irvan and Zerbetta, re-^ 
mained to watch Ludowico. After nearly 
two hours passed in the most anxious sus- 
pence, Rosomaski was overjoyed tp hear 
his friend regain the powers of speech ; but 
he intreated him to be silent, and endea- 
vour to compose himself. In a short time 
he began to slumber, and, at length, ap- 
peared to be in a deep sleep. Irvan and 
Zerbetta then desired Rosomaski to retire 
to his own chamber; and seek that repose 
of which he must stand in need. They re- 
presented, that he would not only break 

his' 
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his own rest, but that of Rhodiska, Vfha 
would not be composed in his absence. 
They promised to take as much care of his 
friend as if he were present, and to call him 
if any change should take place. 

Rosomaski yielded reluctantly to these 
remonstrances, and returned to his own 
chamber, to calm the perturbation of his 
beloved Rhodiska. He found her anxiously 
hanging over the little Paulina, who was 
still in the happy sleep of infancy, and had 
not been disturbed' by the alarming and 
disastrous tragedy which had been just 
acted. Her tender mother, contemplating 
her with ecstacy, and lightly kissing her 
vermilion cheeks, was enjbying the happi- 
ness of still possessing her beloved child, 
and seeing her escaped from the danger 
which so recently threatened her existence. 
At the sight of Rosotnaski, she ran to throw 
herself into his arms. The mute, yet ex- 
pressive language of their embraces, evin- 
r ced the lively and rapid sensations which 

their 
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their afTectionate hearts experienced, at 
iinding themselves in each other's armis^ 
after so terrible a crisis. 

It now struck them for the first time, 
that although every one besides in the 
castle had been alarmed, yet neither Doro- 
thea nor Zokalef had been seen. Roso- 
maski went to the upper story where thiey 
lay, and knocked loudly at the doors of 
their respective chambers; but it was some 
time before he could gain any answer. He 
bade Dorothea rise and come to her mis- 
tress's chamber, and told Zokalef to dress 
and attend him immediately. When they 
made their appearance, they both appeared 
as if awakened from a sound sleep. They 
pretended, when Rosomaski questioned 
them, to have heard ho noise, and affected 
extreme surprise at their being roused so 
early in tbe.moming. 

As Ilosomaski would not retire to rest 
again till he had searched the castle, he re- 
loaded his pistols, and with his drawn sabre, 
accompanied by Zokalef, who carried a 

lamp. 
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lamp^ he went over the whole of the apart- 
ments^ artd even descended into the vaults, 
without seeing any thing to create alarm. 
Having thus satisfied himself, that the as- 
sassins must have lyiade their escape through 
the window which he had found broken, 
he once more retired to rest, and the re- 
mainder of the night was perfectly calm. 

In the morningj the first thoughts of Ro- 
somaski and Rbodiska were directed to 
Ludowico, and they were rejoiced to hear, 
that he had passed several hours in sound 
repose, and felt himself so well when he 
awoke, that he was preparing to meet 
them, as usual, at breakfast. Rosbmaski 
hastened to his chamber, and, after having 
congratulated him on his -favourable con- 
dition, said, " My dear friend and brother, 
how sincerely do we rejoice at our late for- 
tunate escape, since your own precious 
life has not been endangered by it ! Ah ! 
if it had been, we should have set little 
value on our own lives, which would have 
been purchased at too dear a rate. Come 

and 
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and i-eceive the heartfelt thanks and con- 
gratulations of a wife, a mother, who oweS 
the existence of befself, her husband, and 
child,^to your-intrepidity." 

Rhodiska, on her part, uttered to Ludo- 
wica all the effusions of a heart grateful 
and sensible of so vast an obligation. Lu- 
dowico expressed his happiness at the 
escape of tliose who were so dear to him, 
and at his having been instrumental to it^ 
at the expence of only a trifling hurt. 

After breakfast, Rasomaski dispatched 
messengers, to acquaint all the magistrates 
of the neighbouring villages and towns 
with this, unprecedented affair, and to re- 
quest them to keep a look-out for the per- 
t)etrators. The circumstance which gave 
this worthy family the greatest alarm was, 
that, from the words which Ehodiska had 
heard them drop, they were evidently as- 
sassins, and their designs were against the 
life of the very infant. 

" If they hadrbeen only robbers," said 
Ehodiska, '' my mind would have been at 

VOL. I. K rest. 


194 ' THE XI^VISIBLB ENfiMY.' 

rest, as to any future attempt of the kind. 
They would not risk it again> when they 
might expect we should have been pre- 
pared for them. • Their words were — ' Do 
not for get the child!* — ' Let not one of them 
escape!' We must have some secret and 
malignant enemy. * If Lanfranco should be 
alive " 

" He cannot be," replied Rosomaski- — 
" He was^ stunned by the blow of the pistol 
which I threw at him ; and that^ added to 
his rapid descent from^the bridge into the 
water, must have rendered it impossible 
for him to have stemmed the current. No ; 
he could not have escaped with life. Be- 
sides, if he had, is it credible that he would 
have suppressed his vengeance during so 
many years ?" 

Rosomaski was interrupted in the midst 
of his observations, by the entrance of Zo- 
kalef, who had been sent to inquire itf the 
neighbourhood, if any suspicious persons 
bald been seen lurking about? He informed 
them^ that three deserters had been seen 

passing 
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passing that way, whose haggard and ferp- 
cteus looks appeared to bespeak them ca- 
pable of any mischief. They were, there- 
fore, the most likely persons to have been 
the actors of the late bloody midnight 
scene. He added, that they had been seen 
, to cross into, the main road, and that there 
were no more apprehensions to be enter- 
tained of them. Ludowico concluded, from 
the cii'cnmstances reported by Zokale^ 
that the attack had certainly been the work 
of those three miscreants, who had dis- 
guised themselves Xo prevent a discovery ; 
and, after, their defeat, had made a preci- 
pitate retreat. Ludowico either was, or, 
to calm the fears of Rhodiska, pretended to 
be of the same opinion. He affected not 
to entertain the least doubt, that it was 
rather a desperate attempt of these strag- 
gling sons of rapine and plunder, than a 
premeditated scheme of a permanent ene- 
my, to destroy their peace, and glut him- 
self with their blood. 

'^ But they certainly sought our lives," 

K 2 said 
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said Rhojdiska ; " and they as certainly have 
carried away none of our property." 

'' The attempt on your.livcs/' said Ludo- 
wico, '' was, perhaps, only a preliminary 
of the robbery. If they had succeeded in 
their intended scheme of assassination, 
they would have proceeded to ransack the 
castle." 

f' But the child ! " said Rhodiska— '^ if 
they were stragglers, how could they know 
that there' was one ? and why should she 
be included in their horrid designs ? " 

Neither Ludowico nor Rosomaski knew 
. what to answer to this objection ; but the 
latter observed, that, since the danger was 
over, it would be wiser to devise means 
to prevent a repetition^ than to puzzle 
themselves with guessing the authors of it ; 
in which, after all, they might not be right. 
" I cannot conceive," added he, " how the 
window, which was defended by a strong 
shutter, could have 'been forced. I will, 
however, this very day, cause that, and all 
the rest on the ground floor, to be strength- 
ened 


I 
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ehed with iron bars, sufficiently strong to 
render any similar attempt impracticable. 

Rhodiska applauded this scheme ; and 
LudowieOj to lessen her apprehensions^ 
declared^ that he v^ould pass the ensuing 
night in the watch-tower, to prevent a sur- 
prise. Rosomaski observed, <hat his wcfund 
must require some care, and insisted that 
he himself would occupy that station ; and 
Ludowico consented to it, on condition ' 
that he niight take his turn on the night 
following. These precautions, together 
with Rosomaski's assurances that the alarm 
had been spread abroad, and that they 
might rely on the vigilance of the neigh- . 
bouring magistrates, composed the pertur- ' 
bation of Rhodiska. That night Rosomaski 
mounted guard; but it passed quietly, with- 
out his seeing or hearing any thing extra- 
ordinary. On the next day, they were 
more at ease; and, after .Ludowico and 
Zokalef had watched the two next nights 
without any cause of alarm, tranquillity 
resumed its reign at Vistulof. 

K 3 . Rosomaski^ 
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Rosomaski^ however, was resolved . to 
, continue a watch every night, at least till 
after the accouchement of Rhodiska, who 
was far advanced in a state of pregnancy. 
Hfs fears, on that account, had been much 
exaggerated; but Rhodiska assured him« 
that her late fright had had no disagreeable 
consequences. He had no difficulty to en- 
gage dne or other of the sons of his tenants, 
<who were eager to oblige hira, to sit up 
every night ; and, in addition to his other 
domestfcs, he engaged two 6f them to re- 
main, in the house, to work in the gardens 
and pleasure-grounds. Thus secured, the 
. time passed on without any sinister event, 
until Rhodiska presented him with a fine 
boy, who was named Ladislaus. 

The rejoicings to- which this occasion 
gave birth, were of no short duration, and 
happiness reigned throtighput Vistulof and 

« 

Dorbalec ; none of. the tenants of which 
two estates, besides partaking of the good 
cheer provided by the hospitable proprie- 
tor, but,received from him some more solid 

marks' 


* 
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fflarks.of his bounty. As the time was ar- 
rived for the payment of the rents, which 
were all paid in produce/ as Poland is ^ 
country without a maritime port, and con- 
sequently ^ith very little cash, Rosomaski 
gave directions to remit all arrears to such 
* owed any, and to such as did not, he 
presented half the rent due, as some cohi- 
pensation for the exactions which Theodo- 
ric and Laiifranco had levied upon them. 
This liberality of their new lord banished 
the gloom which had long pervaded the 
cottages of the tenants, and gave them the 
brightest prospects. Every one was anxi- 
ous to give soine little token of their grar 
titude and respect ; and Rosomaski had the 
felicity of observing that they regarded him 
as a common father, and felt a lively inte- 
rest in his happiness. 

But the demon of jealousy, envious Qf 
his short-lived bliss, was busily eipployed 
in preparing for him a long and continued 
series of the niost distressing adventures. 
When the health of Rhodiska had been 

K 4: qwite 
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quite restored, Rosomaski set off for Dor- 
balec, to receive his rents. He had riot 
been gotie .above an hour, before Zokalef 
and Dorothea came to the Countess with a 
basket, which the former pretended to have 
found on the outside of the gate. There 
was a label attached to it, addressed — '' To 
the humane proprietors of Vistulof/^ On 
opening the basket, it contained, to the 
great astonishment of Rhodiska, afineinale 
child, on whose breast was a paper, on 
which were written these words^ — " An or- 
phan implores your protection.** Rhodiska, 
whose heart was as/easily melted at the sight 
of distress, as the morning's frost at the 
rising sun, instantly made the Kttle found- 
ling partaker of that nourishment which 
nature had ordained only for her own La- 
dislaus. She_then ordered that an enquiry 
sFiould be made among -the tenants, for 
■ some mother who would be willing, on 
having a handsome compensation, to nur- 
ture the unfortunate babe, which had been 
thus thrown in her way. In the afternoon, 

word 
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word was brought that the messenger, who 
had been sent upon this errand, had suc- 
ceeded, and had found a neat person, a 
cottager's wife, who was ready to under- 
take the charge. Rhodiska set out with the 
infant, after having given orders that no 
one should say a syllable to her husband, if 
be returned before herself, about the child> 
as she intended to surprise him with the 
news. 

RJiodiska had not been srone abbve half 
ai> hour, before a muleteer appeared at the 
gate with a large trunk, vhich, he said, 
came from Cracow, and contained some 
things which the Countess had ordered. 
Dorothea,* who happened to be at hand,, 
directed the men-servants . to coavey the 
tmnk to the Count's cabinet ; and the mu- 
leteer had no sooner riddert himself of his 
charge, than he went away* 

Hosoma^i returned befoje Rhodiska, and"^ 
on entering his cabinet, he perceived the 
trunk. He paid little attention to it at first,. 
as he kaew that Rhodiska had given .orders 
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to a shopkeeper at Cracow to send her a 
quantity of linen/ and he did not doubt 
but the trunk contained what she had or- 
dered. He was about to leave the cabinet, 
w'hen he perceived a letter, addressed to 
the Countess, attached to the cord which 
fastened the .trunk. He opened it without 
hesitation, in the supposition that it only 
contained a bill of the goods; but what 
was his astonishment at reading these 
words ! — 


*y Charming Florisca, 

'^ At the moment I am writing 
this, I am on the point of inclosing myself 
in the, prison on which we have agreed, and 
which will be a palace to me, since it will 
conduct me to your feet. I shall be suffi- 
ciently recompensed for the disagreeable 
hours which I shall pass in tliis narrow 
confinement, by the delightful moments 
which I shall pass with you.- How trans- 
porting was your last letter ! How flatter- 
ing 
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^ ing the confession which you made me, 
that only the authority of a father could 
have prevailed uppn you to break those 
vows which your first love made to me. I 
have caused our infant to be inclosed in a 
basket, and' dropped at the gate of Vistulbf^. 
as if abandoned by some unnatural parent,. 
The deception will easily pass on the cre- 
dulous Rosomaski, and you may embrace, 
without suspicion, the pledge of our ardent 
affection. When you have liberated me 
from my prison, we will concert the means 
©f freeing you for ever from the heavy 
chains of matrimony, which a delicate lover 
will replace by the flowery bands of unfet- 
tered love. Rosomaski will thenfind that; 
to be happy, a husband njust possess the 
heart of his wife'. I give you now a proofs 
that, to be near you, I would run my- 
br^st against a naked sword, would marcht 
over, burning coals, would brave the fury 
of the elements, and- the sea, r£^aring un- 
der the lash of furious winds. IshalLhave 
lived long enough^ after having againi 
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sipped out of that cCip which should be 
.touched only by the immortals/' 


Rosomaski experienced the most dread- 
ful sensations whilst he was perusing this 
letter; tut as he knew that, in similar 
cases, a prudent silence was far better than 
a great noise, he restrained the impetuous 
sallies of passion. He quitted the cabinet 
andenqjLiired for Rhodiska. They told hjra, 
that she was gone to the cottage of one of 
his tenants, whom they named. He resolved 
to go to meet. her, and Xo confx)und her 
with his discovery, before she could be prer 
pared to put any deception upon him. He 
dissembled" his grief, mounted his ^ horse, 
and rode off without saying aliother word. 
Upon the road he entered into the follow- 
ing soliloquy : — 

*' What further dreadful trials am I born 

to undergo ! Surely they must here have 

an end, as my heart, I feel, is mortally 

wounded by this last and severest. Not 

' ' half 
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half an hour since, I imagined myself the 
most beloved of husbands — I am now tei^ 
ribly undeceived. How capable is a wo- 
man of refinement, even in the art of de- 
ceiving ! Rhodiska overwhelmed- me with 
caresses, lavished on me the tenderest ap- 
pellations, whilst she was secretly con- 
triving to introduce, under my very ro<>f, 
an infamous seducer. Cruel Rhodi^a ! 
was it necessary "<o make use of such pro- 
found dissimulation ? How often have you 
said, in runiiing over the history of our 
Joves,,that you had never felt an inclina- 
tion for any man besides myself? I now 
see that your actions, your words, were all 
deceit. I now hate, as much as I once 
loved you. Oh ! what odious words have 
escaped my lips ! Rhpdiska, do not believe 
me — I am not in my senses — I love,. I doat 
.upon you — ^^I should be worse than a bar- 
barian, to condemn before I have heard 
you. Was there ever a soul which appeared 
so pure ; protestations which seemed so in- 
genuous ? No — ^impossible. That accui-sed 

. letter 
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letter, must have be^ii the 'work of some- 
disappointed rival, to poison Our hitherto 
unembittered chalice of felicity/' 
- Ashe ended this speech, he pejxeived 
the cottage to which he had been directed, 
and riding up to the door, a woman ap' 
peaf-ed with two children in her arms. He 
demanded if the Countess Rosomaiski was 
there ? and was answered, that she had not 
been long gone. *' Are 'these both your 
children?" demanded Rosoimaski. 
• " This on my left arm^ is," replied the 
woman — " the other has been juist now 
j^laced under my care by the Countess." 

Rbsomaski darted a furious glance at the 
latter'unfortutiate little being, and turning 
about his horse, rode back »to wards Vistulof. 
^' There is no longer any room hrr doubt," 
said he— '^ tha letter ha^ opened my eyes 
to the truth, and the child is a proof of ^er 
duplicity and infidelity. Perjured woman !' 
she is now returned to Vistulof to receive 
her paramour; but the meeting will not be 
so happy as they expect/' He- thea clap- 
- ^ ped 
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ped spurs to his horse, which, obeying the 
impatience of its rider, arrived at th^ gates 
of Vistulof, covered with foam. 

Rliodiska had arrived about ten minutes 
before ; and/ as she entered the gates, the 
clock sounded eight, and it was dusk. The 
porter informed her; that the Count had 
rejurned, but had gone out again, after 
some few minutes. As she entered the 
hall, Dorothea met her. *' Madam," said 
she, *' you will find in your cabinet a trunk* 
•which a muleteer brought soon after you 
were gone. Here i» the key of it, which 
the muleteer foi^got to deliver with, the 
trunk, and he returned with it soon after 
the Count went in se^ch of you.*' 

" I suppose," isaid Rhodiska, " that it is 
the linen which I ordered to be sent to me. 
from Cracow. '■ 

' She went to the cabinet and opened the 
trunk ; but^ instead of linen, beheld a man. 
Any woman, less courageous than Rho- 
diska, would have fainted at the sight; but, 
with h^r ui:ual preiscnce of mind, she ran 
5 to 
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to a drawer, where she knew that Rbso* 
maski kept a case of loaded pistols^ and 
taking them in her hands, returned towards 
the trunk. Her surprise was increased, at 
seeing that he remained almost motionless. 
Compassion soon succeeded to her former 
emotions, wheh> on looking nearer, she 
observed that the unfortunate man had a. 
bandage on his mouth, which was fastened 
at the back of his head, to prevent his 
making any outcry. Far from having the 
appearance of a man who could harbour 
any evil designs, his countenance wore the 
impression of grief ^nd dejection, and 
seemed to implore her commiseration. She 
laid down the pistols;, and assisted to draw 
him out of the trunk ; whence, either from 
long confinement or the "narrowness of his 
prison, he was extricated with difficulty. 
She then cut the straps which fastened the 
bandage upon his mouth, and preveiited, 
as she imagined, the power of speech ; but, 
although freed from this trammel, the man 
uttered only some inarticulate sQunds. Hia 

eyes> 


i 
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eyes, however, appeared wet with tears of 
gratitude; and to atone, by his gestures, 
for the deficiency of speech, he threw him- 
self on his knees before Rhodiska, and took 
one of her hands, which he placed on his 
lips. 


MB 


CHAP. X. 

J\T that instant the door opened, and 
Rhodiska heard a voice exclaitningy '^ Per- 
fidious pair, your blood shall wipe away my 
dishonour !'* A man advanced, brandishing 
a glittering sabre. Rhodiska recognized 
Rosomaski, and fell into a swoon. The idea 
of ; being surprised, in a situation where 
all appearances united against her, to de- 
clare 
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dare her unfaithftil to her conjugal vow, 
was more alarming to her than her per- 
sonal danger. The^object of her tnisfor- 
.tune, seeing Rosom^ski about to strike at 
him, rose instantly, seized one of the pis- 
tols which Rhodiska had placed on. the 
floor, and put himself in an attitude of 
defence. Rosomaski, without loVmga mo- 
xtient, made a blow at him ; but the bl^dc 
fell on a button of his coat, and, gliding 
off on his arm, produced no other effect 
than to make him drop the pistol, with 
which he had armed himself. Rosomaski 

. picked it up, and, holding the muzzle to 

the man's breast, cried out, *' Who. are 

you, and what is youir business in this 

place? Speak this instant, or you are a 

• corpse !" The man only uttered some in* 

^ articulate sounds, and made some signifi- 
cant gestures, which were, however, in- 
comprehensible to Rosomaski, It was so 
dark, that, at first, Rosomaski had not been 
able to distinguish the features of the man.. 

-at a distance; he saw only that he was of a 
- , i fine 


• < « 
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fin6 figure, capable of exciting tKte jealousy 
with v^hich his bosom was inflamed, tie 
thought that he laboured under some im- 
pediigent of speech, or thdt fear had pro- 
duced the same effect upon his organs. To 
try whether the latter was the case, he 
turned -away the pistol from him, and said, 
*' I atn mistaken ; you have not the ap- 
pearance of a seducer : if so,% fear not, but 
tell me who you are." The man still an- 
swered only by convulsive gestures. Ro- 
* somaski at length comprehended, that he 
wished to have him understand that he 
could not speak, and that he desired' to be 
furnished with materiafe for writing. Ror . 
somaski opened his writing-desk, and fur- 
nished what he required. At that instant 
Rhodiska recovered her senses, and ex-. 
clai;med, with tears and sighs, ^' Alasj Ro- , 
somaski, you are deceived, by a false ap- 
pearance, into a belief *of my guilt; but 
Heaven Inows my innocence !" 

" What is the meaning then," replied 

Ro8omaski> 
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Rosomaski^ '^ of all this strange scene ? 
Am I in the land of dreams ^d chimeras ?'* 
Scarcely had he finished these words, 
before the staircase, and the gallery lead- 
ing to the cabinet^ resounded wifh the 
steps of several persons, who advanced 
with the greatest haste. Rosomaski and 
Rhodiska beheld four men, wha entered 
with a female at their head. One of the 
men cried out, '' Do not stir, we are. all 
armed : you have Carried off a gentleman 
and his child — what is become of them ?'' 
HosQmaskl and Rhodiska looked at each 
other, unable to answer through surprise* 
At that moment, the prisoner in the trunk, 
distracted by this strange, circumstance, left 
oif writing, and ran to the lady who came 
with the guard, and who called him her 
dear husband, her deai" Vendost. The lady 
then turned to Rosomaski, *and demanded 
her d^ar child. "I know not what to an- 
swer you," replied Rosomaski— r-*^ I am in 
the land of wonders, I looked upon your 

husband 
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husband as a vile seducer, who entered my 
walls to repeat his infamous attempts 
against my honour. I thought the child 
you speak of, was the first friiit of an ille- 
gitimate passion between your husband 
and my wife, before she became so. . In 
short, I looked upon myself as the most 
injured man in the world; and yet I am 
now charged with a most dishonourable 
attempt against the very man by whom I 
thought myself mortally wounded. Per- 
haps we may all lie under a mistake^ in 
which passion will only entangle us the 
more, and which will be explained only 
by calm investigation. Rhodiska, do you 
first relate to the company, by what means 
you became possessed of the child whom 
you have put out to nurse, and who, I pre- 
sume, is the same that this lady complains 
of having been taken from her." Rho- 
diska related the adventure, and caused 
Zokalef and Dorothea to bring the basket 
with the address, and the ticket which was 

pinned 
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pinned on the child's breast, to corroborate 
-what she said. She also gave an account 
of what had happened on her opening the 
trunk. After she had ended her narrative, 
Rosomaski began his, and produced the 
letter which had so violently agitated his 
breast, and nearly proved fatal to th^ lives 
of Rhodiska and Mr. Vendost. 
. Mrs. Vendost and her escort heard, with 
the utmost astonishment, this surprising 
train of mysterious villainy. They owned, 
that this adventure demonstrated that re- 
venge knew how to direct its batteries, so 
as to give to the brightest iiinocenee the 
appearance of the deepest shades of guilt. 
After Rosomaski had ordered that the in- 
fant Vendost' should be immediately sent 
for, h^ told Mrs. Vendost, that she lought 

• 

to be convinced that neither himself nor 
his wife were the authors of this affair; 
9nd desired that she would inform th^m 
in what manner this event had been 
brought about, which had proved a com- 

. mon 
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ition source of affliction and anguish to 
both parties. Mrs. Vendost satisfied them 
in these words : 

'^^ We reside in the town of Jaroslow, 
which is at the distance of about thirty 
leagues from this place. My mother, who 
lives in a village. on this side of Cracow, 
having Vritten to me that she \vas dan- 
gerously illy and wished to s^e me before 
she died,* myself and my husband set out 
to Jicquit ourselves of so sacred a duty, 
taking our infant with us. After having 
travelled about twenty-seven leagues, we' 

* 

arrived at a place where the road lay be- 
tween a lofty mountain, which overhung it 
on one side, and a steep and long descent 
on the other side. This passage was so nar- 
row, that ^ it woul(J have been excessively 
hazardous not to have alighted from the 
carriage. We did so, and the coachman 
quittied his boxf and walked before the 
horses, which he held by the reins. We 
followed, at some distance behind. Mr.' 
Vendost carried my son on his left arm, 

and 


X\ 
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and I held by his right. I saw him .make a 
gesture which indicated disquietude ; for, 
undoubtedly you must have perceived that 
he is deaf and dumb. I watched the direc- 
tion of his eyes, and saw that they were 
turned towards the lower p^rt of the moun- 
tain, which was covered with a thick un- 
derwood. I looked towards the same sjpot, 
and beheld three men, habited as wood- 
cutters, who came out of a thick covert, 
and advanced towards us. 1 heard them 
say, ^ Here's just what we *want.* There 
was no escape for us ; so that they soon 
came'up, and two of them seized Mr, Ven- 
dos^t and my son, whilst the third laid hold 
of me, and kept me fast in his arms. He 
placed one hand over my eyes, wKich pre- 
vented my seeing any thing' more that 
passed. All jny blood seemed to rush to- 
wards my heart, as my ears were assailed 
with the lamentable cries of Mr. Vendost, 
Shortly afterwards, the person who held 
me let me go, and ran off. He crossed 
the road^ and descended the precipice by 

sliding, 
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slicing, and hying hold of the wild shrubs 
whith covered the descent He disappeared 
in an instant under the thickets^ which 
formed a sort of covered way. As Mn 
Vendost aud my son had also disappeared, 
I I^ad no doubt but that they had 'been 
dragged into this abyss. I deliberated a 
moment, whether T had best to descend, or 
to continue my route, and get assistance.;* 
but grief and fear had quite unnerved me.' 
My legs could no longer support me, my 
knees gave waty, and I fell in the middle 
of the road.. Some minutes afterwards, I 
was raised by my coachman, who, aftep ' 
having got througli the defile, had stopp^* 
the carnage, and not seeing us, had reJ 
turned to find us. ■ The rattling of the car- 
riage, and the distance he was froln us, had 
prevented his hearing the cries of Mr. Ven- 
dost. He was struck with horror and asto- 
nishment at the dreadful accijdent, which 
had deprived me of a husband and a son? 
He, however^ told me, that oiir search v 
TOL. I. L would 
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ivauld be useless^ and that <h^ be»t way 
would be, to liasten to our joum^y'? ead# 
whence a proper pursuit might be imimpcU-^ 
ately set on foot after the perpetrators of 
this horrid action. I purskUed his advice 
. and reached the Tillage in littl^ raore than 
an hour^ My two brethren, whq had pre- 
eeded us on a visit t0 my mother^ were 
surprised to see me come alone ; but whei) 
I had acq^uainted them with my mi^fprtunej 
they swore ihcy would spare neither time, 
trouUe, nor expence, to restore me the 
•b^cta of my affection^ or, at least, to 
dvenge their death. They soon set out 
with two other young men, wko.were th^i* 
friends, and had been preyaiied upon, to 
aeeompaiiy them : you. see the whole four 
here. After an absence of diree iays^ they 
returned^ without hav^|\g bceji able to make 
theieast discovery. We were deliberating 
upon the n^ethoda 'Whieh remained to be 
taken to find* my husband^and son, whea a 
person, who wient oM imi»edBit«ly after ht, 

had 
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bad petiorttkcd his ernmd, left 9i <Mt dow 
an anoDymoua Jitter, in the foUowbig 

terms: — " 
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- A i^nioB, who is much 
concerned at yout kte misfortutie; informs 
^0^9 that Mi*. Vendost and your sob are 
concealed in the Caistle of Vistulof, the 
proprietor of which is colkagued with 
4some of your husband's relations, who, to 
i^oy his wealth/ have determined to put 
them <^ut of the way / 


'' You may conceive the criiel emotions 
Xf hich the leading of this iettet caused me. 
My brethren and their friends toid me, 
th^Ct there was not a minute to be lost ; and 
we air set off together, to rescue my hus* 
band and son. We reckoned that we should 
have . to come to blows with assassins^ but 
we have fdiuid tibem in the hands of an 

L S amiable 
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Amiable couple^ who have sufTered no less 
than ourselves. My joy ^t seeing thdm 
again would have been more pure, if they 
had not made other victims, and if their 
sufferings had not been the instruments of 
yours. Mr. Vendost is now describing 
what has happened tp him since we were 
separated from each other. Although bom 
deaf and dumb, yet he is passionately fond 
'of study, and may be ranked among the 
literati of thfe age ; the qualities of his heart 
and mind are more than sufficient to coun- 
terbalance the advantages which nature has 
withheld from him, and his property is 
considerable : but I see that he has finished 
his account." 

Mr. Vendost had left off writing/ and 
rose to present what he had written to his 
wife, that she might read it to the company; 
but, just as- she was about to begin, her 
son was brought, and she flew to Hold him 
once more in her arms. After having la- 
vished on him all the tokens of maternal 
fondness, she . handed him to Mr. Vendost, 

. who 
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Who seemed tenderly affected, and held him 
in his arms whilst his wife read the writing, 
which was as follows : — 


^'"Though destitute of hearing and speech, * 
yet I have been able to comprehend that I 
find myself here among deliverers, whom 
secret enemies have wished to stigmatize as ~ 
robbers and assassins. I can only express 
my gratitude to them in .very imperfect 
terms : be my interpreter to them, my dear 
wife, and supply those organs in which I 
am deficient. You undoubtedly desire ta 
know all that has befallen me since our se- 
paration, and you will read here the dread- 
ful recital. When the three banditti, who 
surprised us on the road, had seized us, . 
one of them bound a bandage close over 
my eyes: he then took me up In his arms, 
and threw me ovier on his back. He crossed 
my hands on his breast, and tied them to- 
gether with a running knot. I was fastened 
again to his shoulders and waist by a cord, 

z. 3 which 
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which p&s^d roand seventl times^ and of 
ifhicli he held the extremity in his left 
haiid ; at least I conjecture so> from what 
I felt, and from the motion 6f our de- 
scent ; for, having been blindfolded, I had 
BO other mode than that of guessing. It 
appeared to me, that I was carried by a man 
who possessed more than human strength. 
As he inclined forwaxxis^ and I experienced 
slight jerks at each step, I judged that^h^ 
descended backwards into that deep abysn 
whi<;h we observed on one side of our road, 
I presumed that his right hand was disen- 
gaged, and that he made Ose of it to hf 
hold on whatever might support him in his 
descent. I do not attempt to describe to 
you, my dear wife, what passed within me 
during this dreadful scene. . I felt myself 
dragged into the bottom of an abyss ; and 
I was ignoranftof your destiny> and that of 
my son— You may, at lei^t, guess that my 
sufferings were horrible. After some mi-# 
nutes, it appeared tome, that • the bandit 
iffho citrried me^ h^ c<^as£t.dtQ descend,, and 
» . that 


that he trod on level ground. He conti* 
nued to walk^ aft I guessed^ about two 
faoursfi when he stopped and put me down 
on the ground^ after having loosened the 
cords which bound me to him : but it was 
only to replace them by a chain^ one end 
of which embraced my left wrists and the 
other was fastened to a stone. By stretchr 
ing out my right hand^ which they had left 
at libcfrty^ I knew that I was seated on a 
maty with my back against a wall, the sur- 
face of which was also covered with thick 
matting. It is impossible for me to say in 
^hsLt kind of place I was. IshoiAcl have 
thought myself in a subterranean, if I had * 
not felt the impression* of the open air. 
They had left me no instrument which 
niight serve to file the chain, or to detach 
the bandage from my eyes — they had plun* 
dered me of even my pa pert. I w^s ro* 
jcluced to the necessity of waiting with pa- 
tience my liberty or deaths at thecaptice 
0( the banditti. Some minutes afterwards^ 
t ielt with aatomshment that they held, a - 
r • > ' L 4 flaggon. 
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flaggon^ filled with wine, to my mouth. 
Though I was parched with a most burhing 
thirsty yet 1 hesitated to taste the liqwot* 
which was presented to . me ; but they 
forced it down my throat. I was, in Kke 
maimer^ constrained to swallow some food, 
which was put into my mouth. They then 
withdrew, after having placed a basket by 
my side, which, contained refreshment. If 
one can Ineasure time by thought, or rather 
by the occasions which one has for slcepj 
five days had elapsed in this manner, wheh 
they visited me again, and freed me from 
my chains; but it was only to prepare new 
tortures for me. They placed a bandage 
over my mouth, which was fastened behiiidi 
and this addition to my misfortunes ap-^ 
peared' insupportable. Whilst one baiH 
dage hindered my tears from flowing, an* 
other denied a vent to my sighs. They 
theiT stretched me out at full length, ancl 

' inclosed me in the trunk which you see 
here; I cannot form any idea of the raute 

jffhich they took; only, firom the motsoii 
. » » , of 
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of my prison, I concluded that I was con- 
veyed on the back of a mule. The pro- 
prietors of this castle; I presume, have in* 
formed my dear wife of every thing which 
preceded and followed my being liberated 
frpm my pri^n. There remains no more 
fpr me, than to express the joy which I now 
feel. I expected only death ; and I be^hold 
again the light, my wife, and child. My 
l)appiness is now' more rapturous than my 
anguish has been painful/'' 


When the ^reading of this writing was 
fini^ed, Mrs. Vendost again embraced her 
husband and son, and Rbsomaski and Rho- 
difika followed her example. No scene 
could have been more delightful- than that 
of the mutual transports of those two 
couple, who, by mutual cai'esses, congra-, 
tulated each other on having thus happily 
arrived at the end of their misfortunes. 
The bystanders were not unmoved in the 
wdst of this common joy. The friends of 

L 5 Mr. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Vendost congratulated Roso^ 
. maski and Rhodiska ; and as the little Lst- 
dislaus was Brought into the room, to r^ 
ceive that nourishment from his mother of 
tvhich he had been long deprived, he reh 
ceived the caresses of all these new ac^ 
quaintances. fnr so doing, every one i»- 
marked with surprise, that there was a very 
Ifttriking resemblance between Ladklaus azid: 
the son of Mr. Vendost^ in age, figure^ and 
counteniince. . , 

Night had now begun to resume its em* 
pire, and the castle-clock liad given notice 
of it> by striking ten. The* two brethren 
of Mrs. Vcndostj and thc4r friends, w«re 
impatient to set out on their return home, 
whence they had beerr, for several d»y^, 
absent. Tbcy*took }e^e of their host and 
hostess of Vistulof, mounted their horses, 
and set off. Mr. and Mrs. ¥faidost pro- 
posed to- accompany them ; but they dreMt- 
-ed travelling by night, especially aftei? their 
late misfortune. They accepted the hospi- 
tality which the amiable ewipte of Vistal^f 
^ offered 
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bflfered them, with much politeness^ tdpass 
t\izt night and the two succeeding days with 
them, in order to re-establish their tran- 
quillity. Rosomaski and Rhodisls^ did alt 
t^t lay in tbpir power to render their stay 
agreeable to tbem.^ There is nothing which 
can so soon attach mankind to each other 
afi misforttthe. Tfre day. /oll^jwing was 
: passed entirely, within: the wall% in; inte- 
resting <:roniFersation* . Mr. Vendost had hi$ 
pen constantly, in his hand^ ami imppliied^ 
by writings which he executed with ex- 
treme rapidity^ thie fifcculty of i^oech^ which 
cwa« denied hi m to express hit^ ideas. RosA'* 
matki protested^ that he never .could . haV« 
believed that a persoii deaf and dumk hom 
hisbirtb^ could ha^e been susceptible of 
$P miiGh knowledge. They eitbaiiated them"- 
s.elve» in coi^jecturcs xnt the secret ,eattse« , 
^ the intrigue* which had redu^^ed th^m W 
&ff> muf^ dii^tr^ss. Mr*, and . Mrs. Vetudost 
declared, that they knew no person, who 
had any i-eason to Jbarbour the least germ ^ 
of; hatred towards themselves. Rosomaski 

L.6. and: 
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and Hhodiska affirmed^ that rf any hi'ddett ' 
enemy aimed at their destructtoiH his batreS 
was unjust ; but that they knew none. Ro-- 
somaski ordered the porter to be- called^ ^ 
and asked him^ if he saw the muleteer^ 
again> whether he thought he should know 
him?; 

" No,. Sir/' replied he — ^' the instant he 
told me his errand, I admitted him, with- 
out talqng any particular notice of him/' v 
. Dorothea and Zokalef were then called, 
and gave similar answers. ' During this in-^ 
terrogation, Mrs. Vendost, llosomaski,,and' 
Rhodiska, fixed their eyfes on Mr. Vendost, 
who appeared to write with more than- 
usual earnestness. His wife looked over 
him, and perceived that he had, that in- 
stant> found in one of Ihis pockets a: little 
packet, which merited particular attention.. 
When it wasbpened, they found in it three • 
s^|ierb diamonds not 4set, and a letter, in 
the following terras :-^ . 


f€ 


Poor 
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'' Poor Vendost, it is not 
you at whom the late fatal blow has beeil 
aimed ; but he^ who has been chosen to be 
^he instrumlent of punishment to another^ 
has himself much to undergo. Your cor- 
. poral defects, and the age of your child^ 
are the causes which have drawn on thee 
this unlucky preference. If money can 
recompence you for the temporary incon- 
Teniencies you must of course suffer, the 
Inclosed jewels, will prove more than a 
Counterbalance; if not, then console your- 
self that you will no more be made use of, 
to inflict those torments on the hated pro-, 
prielors of Vistiilof, which they will never 
eease to endure till death receive them.'* 


Rosomiaski and Rhodiska were astonished 
to hear such bitter vengeance denounced 
against themselves, without knowing^ any 
jeason for its existence. Mr. Vendost again' 
wrote, that he could not think of enriching^ 
himself from the misfortunes^ of others ; and 

that 
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that it was only proper that they, who had 
been the greatest sufferers, and were still 
like to be so^ should reap j^ood frotxv the. 
harm which was intended them. For his 
part, he was satisfied to know, that he 
should suffer ho more from the same quar-^ 
ter ;.. and must insist^ that the jewels should 
remain with their hospitable friends of^* 
Vistulof.- 

Mrs. Vendost coUld not concesd the vex^ 
s^ion whkb thii^ writing occasioned, her ;: 
and she sufficiently betrayed iaieqmvt>cal . 
marks of a low origin,. and erf a narrow, 
uncultivated mind. Rosomaski and Ilh<^ 
diska, who . observed her ebagna,. nobly 
reftised the profiered giff ; but Mr. Vendestv 
was positive, and it was evident that Mrs. 
Vendost only gave, up the point, because 
i&e did not choose to contradict him. From, 
^fiability, she descended to a pefulance oi 
humour; until Rosomaski informed ber> 
^i^t, in order to appear to comply- with 
the wishes of Mr. Vendost, be woiild at> 
eepFt the jewek^ but ocdy as a deposit ;^ and : 

would 
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ivotild take care 'to have them conTeycit 
privately to her, by the first person who 
should pass through Jarodour, to whom he 
thought he co«Id safely confide so valuable 
^ trust. Tbk d^Iaration softened Mrs. 
Vcndost) who begah to aifect contempt of 
mercenary views* She even desired Rosoir 
maslci and Rhodiska to keep the diamond^y 
as tokens of the frienddiip of herself and 
Mr. Vendost ; but Rosomaski refiisedto ac- 
cept them on- any other terms thMi those 
which* he himself had proposed. Mrs. Ven- 
dost. conceiving she had carried her point, 
was more civil than ever to her entertain-^ 
eis; But she could not cfiace t^e vnfa^ 
Tourable opinion which ti^ey had iiol»beil 
of her. 

When the ^me-prpposed for the stajf of 
Mr. and Mj^. Vendosi had elapsed, they 
took leave of the hi^pilable. Rosomaiki 
liut in a very different maBHicr. Mn Ven.*^ 
dost quitted them, widt evident maiics of a 
i^cere regret, apd^ Mta. Vendost with 
much iinmsaiity. . J9Lotosradii asd Kbodiska 

exactly 
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exactly copied their manners^ by biddin|f ' 
a very friendly adieu to Mr. Vendost, and 
a very ceremonious one to his ^ife. As 
they left the gate> Mrs. Vendost said to 
Rhodiska, *' You need not be in any haste 
to send the jewels; I shall be in no pain 
about them.'* Rhodiska instantly perceived 
the drift of this speech^ and only replied 

bv a nod and a smile : of what kind the 
latter was, may be easily jessed. - 

Rosomaski and Rhodiska had a short 
breathing-time from the fury of their in- 
satiate enemy ; but they could not forget 
the vengeance with which he bad threar 
tened them^ and of which they bad already 
experienced too much^ to doubt of hiis 
putting his threats into execution. In a 
short ffme, they bad another cat^e of alarm^ 
though not of apprehension-T-Zokalef and 
Dorothea d isappeared after dinner: It was 
at first concluded; that the evening would 
bring th^m back again; but they did not 
make their appfearance. — The next day 
they were still expected) but in vain. This 

sudden 
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sudden disappearance created suspicions; 
£bddiska had even conceived, that there 
w^s something odd in Dorothea's drawing 
hfer into the tower of the garden of Dor- 
teilec<» at the time that she ^ was carried off 
by Lanfranco's emissaries; "but-she was un- 
willing to dismiss her without proofs of 
hesr guilt, gf which there Were none. She - 
thought, however, that she had observed 
frequent marks of discontent at the kind- 
fl ess which she shewed to Zerbetta. To 
satisfy Rosomaski, she_ looked over all her 
effects, but not the least trifle was missing. 
^^ Why^" said she, '^ cQjild Dorothea and . 
Zokalef leave us in this mai^ner ? We were 
no' strangers to their attachoijent to eacli 
other; and if they are gone to be married, 
why not acquaint us with their intentions ? 
we should not have suffered them to de* 
part without some recompence for their ^ 
long services : they ought to have known 
usL sufficiently^ to have been assured of 
that/' ^ 

^' It is not worth a moment's t^ouj^t; 
' : much 
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mubh tesB uneasiness/' replied Ro^omaski 
— ^' If they have chdKen to depart ivithout" 
giving us an opportunity of evincing our 
liberality, it is their faulty not ours-^-lF 
they have been treacherous, it is a happy 
riddance for ua." 

After three days had passed vrithoiit 
hearing any thing about them, Rosomaski 
desired Irvan to inquire among the tenants^ 
for two honest industrious persons to sup-** 
ply thefr place, to \vhom every encourage*- 
ment should be given, and he soon sue* 
ceeded. ' » 

Tranquillity did not long togefiier talie 
iy>.its residence vithin the walls of Vistulof. 
One tnorning early, the penson who had 
been intrusted with the charge oJ* the Castle 
of Dorbalec, came to Vistulof, and hore 
the melancholy news, that, on the pre-- 
ceding rtidnigTit, a dreadful fire had brpkett> 
out at Dorbalec, which had nearly con* 
Hiiimed all but the/bare walk^ and that no 
one coi^Id give the least conjecture How it 
Itappened; 

''Alas!" 
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. "Alas!" cried Rhodiska, "is the resi- 
den^e of my ancestors for generations^ is 
the delightful scene of a]l my youthful 
pleasures, destroyed? — Cruel enemy !" 

" I rather think/' replied Rosoraaski, 
'^ that the ^e must have happened through 
accident than design. The shafts of our 
$ecret foe are levelled against our persons, 
and he would have fired this castle rather 
than liiat of Dorbalec> in the hopes of de- 
stroying us. But do not grieve: as only 
the interior of the castle is consumj^d, it 
will not be very expensive to reinstate it. 
Our income is .much larger than our ex-^ 
penditure^ and we have now more than* 
enwgh to defray tht expence. I will de- 
sire Ludowico to return with the messen- 
ger^ and get some proper person to estU 
mate what it will cost^ and what will be the 
speediest mean^ of restoring Dorbalec to 
its former state." 

Ludowico was no sooner acquainted w^th 
RoSiOmaski's wish, than he departed with 
the messenger^ grieved to the heart at thia 

new 
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new misfortune^ and not expecting that, 
on his return, he should find them over- 
whelmed with one still more extraordinary 
and dreadful. 

At night, as he was sitting alone with 
Rhodiska, in the absence of Zerbetta, who 
was gone to put the children to rest, they 
were suddenly alarmed by the sounds of 
horses' feet in the front of the ca&tle. 
'' Ah!'* cried Rhodiska, turning pale as 
ashes, *' here is some new misfortune. We 
expefct no friend — it is too late an hour 
for visiting. Fly, Rosomaski, from this 
new snare of your enemy, and leave me 
^o take care of the childrea ! " 

'^ Cam you think,*' replied Rosomaski^ 
'Vthat I would not prefer instant death to 
the flying from you and them ^ I may be 
niihappy, but I am innocent ; and will 
perish before I suffer myself to be driven 
from home." 

Jhey then began to Iraten in the most 
dreadful suspence, and presently beard 
these words— ^' Let some of you surround 

the 
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tfce <aslk on all sides — Do you remain at 
this entrance." Sbbrtly after, the door of 
the room where they were sitting was 
opened, and' they beheld seven soldiers 
armed with muskets and fixed bayonets, 
ivhor formed the guard of a person cloathed 
in black, and whom they judged to be an 
agent of the police. 

;, " 1 summon you, in the name of the ma- 
gistrates of Zabno," said the last person, 
?'.to give me instantly the key of your ca- 
binet, and that of your writing-desk. You 
^hall not tie treated with rigor, if you shew 
a ready compliance. I already know my 
way to the chamber, which I am directed to 
search." 

He then produced to the astonished Ro- 
somaski and ilhodiska, the authority under 
which he acted, which was under the sig- 
nature of the principal magistrates of 
Zabno. Rosomaski then made no difficulty 
of giving up the keys which were demanded^ 

" Follow us," said the officer. 
- He then went up stairs to the cabinet, * 

accompanied 


238 THB ll^VISJUILB SNVttT. 

accom]>anied by this uiiforluaato e<yuple 
and four. of the sboldi€r$> the rest havua^ 
been ordered tp remain below. He unlock* 
ed th^ writing-d^^ aad^ without heaita* 
tionj opened the drawer which contsaoed 
the jewels kft ia trust by Mrs* Vciidost 
The officer took them in his band> exa* 
mined them^ and presently knew them to 
be the saiBe as he had been directed to 
search for. * 

" These jewels,** said he, *' are a proof 
of the horrible crime with which the pro- 
prietors of this castle arc accused/* 

^' Of what crime are we accused ?'' $aid 
Rosomaski. 

" Let them name it/' cried Rhodiska, 
^' and we shall be abfe, with a single word, 
to confound the vile calummator who has 
de]K>unced us/' 

'' Do not hope," sa^d the officer, '' U^ 
iiapose on me, by affecting surprise and 
candour : your crime is already half pravedf 
and all Appearances niake me brieve that 
it will be wkolbf an in ai shoct time.— 

. Come," 
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Cqp»0«" aidded be> spetkiag to the m>I« 
die««« ^' }jet as carry our researches into tba 
ilttl^terran^u^ apartments/' 

^' What t^ 1^ be ihe esd of these strange 
re^archea?".crie4 Rosioroask)^ with a noble 
]i>o1idDe$s — " Am I threatened with some 
xvew machination ? They may calun^niate 
nsr — persecute us — but they shall not vilify 

'^Yes," added Rhodidca, /" the plots of 
the wicked may destroy our peace and 
hapfuness» but they shall not rob us of our 
innocence/' 

^' I am pot your judge/* replied the 
officer — " my business is only to verify the 
&cts which are alledged against you. You 
will justify yourselves, if you shall be able, 
before the tribunal of Zabno. For the pre- 
^ent^ you must descend with me into the 
subterranean^/' 

When they ha^ descended the last Sight 
of steps, and opened the first dpor, fhey 
entered a spacious cai«eriu The poiif:eT 
«£cet and ^ soldiens atoiied the betA* 

ness 
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ness of tfie arch, which appeared isuspcadect 
over theit' heads, and supporf<ed the enor* 
mous load aboVie. . They listened v/ilh 
astonishment to the sounds of their voices 
and of their footsteps^ which were fliulli- 
plied by innumerable echoes. Though 
they had been fuUyapprized of these cir- 
cumstances beforehand^ though they were 
men very little susceptible of fear, yet 
they could not help feeling sonjething like 
awe at the profound obscurity which reigii^ 
ed in this cavern. The darkness was so' pal- 
pable, that the light of the torches >vhich 
guided their march, could scarcely pierce 
through it. 

*' It is not here," said the officer of po- 
lice, ^ that the proof of the crime is con- 
cealed-^we must- go farther." 

He then approached a large arched pas- 
sage with his soldiers, still accompanied by 
Rosomaski, and Rhodtska holding by his 
arm: the latter, in spite of her endea- 
vours, could not avoid letting some, signs 
of toxiety ^cape her. They all passed 

• under 
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uftderthe center of the arch, and entered 
a cavern still more spacious than the for- 
riier, which had numerous communications 
with other caverns, all of the same con- 
struction. It resembled those subterranean 
churches, which areV divided into large 
compartments by massy pillars, whose 
upper extremities embrace, and round in- 
to arches. 

When they arrived at a certain spot, the 
officer of police suddenly stopped, and 
said to the soidiers-^- 

". Remove that large flat stone, and you 
will discover a trap-door, which you must 
raise." 

The order was no sooner obeyed, than 
they perceived a flight of steps, hewn out 
of the solid rock. 

''This is the first moment," cried Rpso- 
maski, '' that ever I was aware of the ex- 
istence of this trap-door. I have been but 
a short time proprietor of the castle; and 
the late proprietor left it before I took 
possession, without giving me any infor- 

voL. I. M mation 
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mation whatever. You se^ that t^bi^ iron, 
rijig^ which, serves to raise this trap^ was. 
SQ Well concealed under this Sal stone^ that 
it would have been almost impossible ta 
suspect the existence of it^ without some 
previous information/' 

'' All that you can say/' replied the 
officer of police, " will make very little 
impression on me. Words will not justify 
you, if your actions speak against, you. 
Come on, soldiers, let tis descend." 

At the bottom of the staircase, which 
consisted of about thirty steps, they found 
a second suhterrane&n, whose dimensions 
and form exactly resembled those of the 
one above. At this cjiiscovery Rosomaski 
and Rhodiska were struck with astonish- 
ment ; but they dissembled their concern, 
lest it should be attributed to fear or re- 
morse, and increase the suspicion of their 
epijt. The officer of police .walked before 
tp one of the extremities of the subterra- 
nean, and Rosomaski, R^odisl^, and th^ 
soldiers, followed in silent expectation. 

^^ Soldiers,'^ 
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'^ Soldiers/' said the officer of police, 
'' you see another staircase ; we must again 
descend.*' 

He himself set the example, and all the 
rest followed it. It led them into a little 
narrow cave. 

"Merciful Heaven!" cried Khodiska — 
^^ what do I see ? Here is the fatal trunk, 
which has already caused us so much an- 
guish, and which we have never missed. 
— ^Perfidious Dorothea ! Treacherous Zo- 
kalef!'' ' ' ' 

''Here/' cried the officer, 'Ms the lasir 
stag« of our researches. This trunk con- 
tains the, last proof of your guilt, or will 
acquit you.*' 

A'»he spoke, he lifted up the lid of the 
trunk, which was not fastened, and in- 
stantly exclaimed^ — 

" Soldiers, behold, and tremble ! Thrs 
dreadful crime, of which one would scarcely 
think human nature capable, is fully prove- 1 
—This trunk contains the corpse of a young 
female !'. . • . 

M 2 CHAr. 
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CHAP. XI. 
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iu^URPRISE and horror seized all those 
who heard this dreadful exclamation. They 
advanced to look into the trunks and saw^ 
it verified. 

Heaven protect us !" cried Rhodiska — 

they have sworn our destruction. What 
an aboihinable plot !" 

'' At least acquaint us/' said Rosomaski, 
^ with the circumstances of the crime with 
which we are charged, and the name of 
our accuser/' 

*' No one, I believe," ^d the officer of 
police, ^^ can be better acquainted with 

the 
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Ihe particulars of this horrid affair than 
yourselves/' 

^* We are innocent, however!'* cried 
Rosoniaski and Rhodiska both at once. 

'^ Innocent!" said the officer — '' have 
you not pdisoned this young woman, whom 
you have decoyed into your castle, for the 
purpose of plundering her of her jewels? 
Your denying it will not pass upon me. 
The diamonds, which I have just secured; 
this trunk,, on which I behold, at this mo- 
noent,* the address of the Countess Roso- 
maski; the linen, which ienvelppes this 
tinfortuivate female, and which bears the 
initials of your names — all combine to be- 
spe^ak you guilty/* 

. *' 1 have not the least apprehensions 
about the event," replied Rosomaski, with 
a calmness which astonished Rhodiska — 
'* We can readily account for the manner 
in which the diamonds came into our pos- 
sessian ; and^ one link of this accursed 
combination being broken, the whole 

m3 chain. 
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-chain must fall to pieces. Bring t^now 
face to face with our accuser, and we shalj 
«asily confound him." 

" Yoar accuser is unknown to ni«," re-^ 
plied the officer^" but \yhat has been al- 
ledged against you, appears to be founded 
on undeniable fact. W< have not been 
sent here to seek after a WiJl-o'-tWWisp. 
Soldiers, perform the last part of your 
duty; bind thenj and conduct them to 
prison." 

RosDttiaskf was ready to burst with in- 
dignation at the sight of cords ^nd chains: 
he intreated that, if they were determined 
to put so great an indignity upon hims>elf, 
they would at least have some considera- 
tion for the female se:«, and leave his wife 
at liberty, 

" Soldiers^ do your duty instantly t'^ 
cried the officer. • ^ 

As they were obieying his orders — 

^ ^ O heavens !/' cried Rhodiska, '' must 

we be treated like vile malefactors, Jike 

murderers! 


N 
» . • -• • 

Ihurdterersl If you die, my dear Rosd- ' 
ttiaski^ at least I shall have the consolation 
tf bearing yott tompany/* ' 

*' Dearest Rhodiska/' rej>He<i Rosomaski, 
*' calm youir fears. Heaven will never 
Suffer intiofcence to he cohfounded v^ith- 
guilt/' 

*' Come^ soldiers/* said the officer of po- 
Kce, '^ take up that trunk, and let us con- 
duct the victim and her murderers to Zabno, 
'wherlB the magistrates are waiting to ent^r 
fat6 a closer examination of the prisoners." 

'The four soldiers instantly took each z 
torner of the trutik, and lifted it upon 
their shoulders : they theft quitted the sub- 
terraiieans, and returned to the hall. The 
officer of police then ordered thfe horses to - 
be harnassed to Rosomaski's chaise, and a 
Utter was found to convey the trunk and 
its contents to Zabno. 

Whilst this was- doing, Rhodiska in- 
treated, with a tone which would have 
melted apathy into companion, that they 
would periAit her to send for her children, 

M 4 to ^ 
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to embrace them before, she was carried 
ofCj and to give some instructions relating 
to them: even the officers and soldier 
seemed inclined to grant her this request ; 
but the former replied, that his orders were 
peremptory not to sfulTer them to speak to 
any one besides himself, if he should dis- 
cover any proofs of guUt. 

Rosoraaski and Rhodiska were then es- 
corted to the chaise, and the officer of 
police got in with them, to prevent them 
from having any secret communicatioi), 
and concerting their defence before their 
Examination, which was to take pilace at 
Zabno. The fatal trunk was placed on the 
Jitter, and the soldiers. mounted, and sur- 
rounded the chaise, in which were the pri- 
soners. The procession then moved on 
towards Zabno, which was about three 
leagues distant. As they were on the road> 
Rhodiska, after ruminating on the event of 
this terrible accusation, cried out — 

" Ah ! my dear Rosomaski, you thought 
nothing of the disappearance of Dorothea 

and 
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imd Zokalef; but I presaged that we should 
derive some new misfortune from it. Their 
treacherous hands must have conveyed this 
fatal trunk to the cave/' 

'' Silence, Madam !'' cried the officer- — 
" I am- to permit no conversation on this- 
affair. Speak on any other subject as much 
as you please ;- but, if you utter another 
word on this, I must separate you., and 
cause your husband to go to Zabno on:- 
foot." 

Rhodiska could no longer refrain from^ 
burstins: into tears; and she looked at Ro- 
somaski, and he at her, with eyes sp tender 
and expressive, that they could not help 
perceiving, that each was infinitely more^ 
affected by the suflferings of the other, than- 
by their ownpersonal fears.. 

On their arrival at: the town of Zabno,, 
the procession did not halt till it arrived at 
the gate of the prison. At that time, night 
had replaced the day;, and the somorous 
clock of that gloomy receptacle formale-*- 
factqrs struck nine. Rosouiaski and Rho- • 

M.5 diskaA 
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diska were conducted into the gaoler's 
room, whilst separate cells were preparing 
for them. All their sufferings hitherto were 
nothing, compared with what they experi- 
enced when they were informed^ that they 
were to- be separated from each other* 
ilhodiska, whose hands had not been ,fet- 
tei'^d, threw her^ arms round the neck of 
Bosom aski, and held him so clo'sely em- 
braced:, that foVCe alone could tear them, 
from each other. The gaoler's assistants* 
loosened his hands-, and began to pull Ro- 
somcTski ' away ; but Ilhodisk^ seized his 
clothes, and was dragged some paces oa 
the ground after hi^i^ before her hands^^ 
could be again loosened; . She then sunk 
into insensibility, and, in that state, was 
conveyed to the cell,' and placed on a mi- 
serable bed, which had been prepared for:* 
her reception. 

The pan^s which rent the labouring bo- 
som of Rosomaski, were no less ^ severe. 
The instant in which he had been separated 
from his Rhodiska, he thought he had Tosl' 

the 
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fhe vital principle, or spring of 1;fe. — 
Stretched on the straw, which covered the 
floor of his dungeon, he bewailed bis un- 
happy lot; >but his greatest affliction arose 
from his being unable to repose his grief 
iii the bosom of his Rhodiska, who would 
have found consolation m being near him. 
Whilst Rosomaski . and . Rhodjska were 
tfiu^ abandoning themselves to the mostr 
drstressing reflections, the officer olF the 
police was^^reparing'further proofs of the 
crim^ of which they already appeared con- 
victed. The coijpse o^ the female was car- 
ried' icr the anatomical hall, in order to ' 
ascertain. By dissection, whether the de- 
ceased had ^nded her days by poison or liot. 
llie body was taken out df the trunk in its 
eAVeTbpte, aUd pfticed* on a table standing 
in th'e midst^ of the halT, which' was lighted 
by several ■ chandeli-ers. Whether from tfie 
^tfenes* of the hotn*, or from the secrecy 
which fcadi been used by the*^ pdlice, lest 
tRe accused persons s^hotfld* escape, the hall^ 

M 6 although 
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althongh a public place, and open to the- 
public on all similar occasions, containecl 
only one person, who was a stranger^ be- 
sides the anatomist, his assistant, and the 
officer of the police. The anatomist then 
uncovered the face of the deceased^ and 
was struck with admiration at its youth and 
beauty. 

''What a pity j" exclaimed he — '' This^ 
woman is still beautiful in the arms of 
death. She coufd hardly have seen sixteen 
summers.** , 

The officer of the police, whom- nothing. 
*Could touch, cried out- — '' Oiir present bu- 
siness is not to admire an inanimate body — 
we want to know, .whether this female died, 
by poison or not ? It grows lat«, we have^ 
had a long journey, and want to gp to rest. 
— Take, your instr«uments, and go on .with. 
• yotir examination.** 

The operator, who did not wish to risk, 
the displeasure of 'the officer of police, in . 
whose power it lay to do him a disservice. 

with 
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with the tribunal of Zabno^ immediately 
looked-out his instruments, and approached^ 
the table. • 

'' Stop !" cried the stranger, who had 
been attentively examining and feeling the. 
fj^ce of the deceased ; '' this female has no- 
thing of the livid hue of death : her in- 
sensibility may be on-ly the effect of a le- 
thargy : you should be assured that she isv 
dead, before your instruments prevent all, 
hopes of resuscitation. The man who 
would destroy a fellow-creature, to in- 
dulge hiniself an hour sooner in sleep, 
ought never to wake again." 

The officer of police no sooner per-- 
ceiv^d that this keen apostrophe was le- 
velled at himself, than he taxed the stranger 
with impertinence, and threatened that, if 
he agaiti insulted justice in his person, he 
would order him to. be turned out of 

doors. 

" If you put your threat into execution," 
replied the stranger,- ^' L will instantly 

alarm 
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alarm the magistrates and people of Zabnd;' 
and give them to understand wifh how 
little humanity yoU execute your office. 
Not only the lives of the accused, but, I 
Bave reason to think, that of this apparently 
deceased person, depend on the present 
investigation ; and I charge you to try the' 
means of recovery before you proceed any^ 
ftrrther. If, on feeling the pains you are' 
about to inflict upon her so precipitately, 
she give signs of Irfe, i^membcr ycu are' 
the murderer." 

' The undaunted' tone in AYhicH the stran- 
ger spoke, made the police officer imagine' 
that he was of a superior rank. He replied, 
that he would wait with patience till every 
effort should be made to convint:e soincre- 
dulous a person, that for once he had b^en 
deceived. ^ 

The operator ordered his assistan# tb 
bring him a looking-glass, which he placed^ 
befbre tbelips of the female, and observed, 
with' astonishment, that the glass was^ tar- * 
. ^ nished.. 
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itislied. '' Can it be possible?" cried h( 
'^ this woman still preserves some' Trains 
of life!" 

He then procured a feather, ivhicli he 
dipped into some 'spirituous liquor, and 
pushed up one of her nostrils, which in- 
stantly caused a contraction of the muscles* 
of that part of the face. The operator de- 
obrec^ thajt there were still hopes, of re- 
turning life. He was assured of it, whei!i> 
cm opening^ one .of her eyes, he observed 
that it was bright, and as prominent as ever: 
All the usual methods, in such cases> were 
then successively put into practice; and^ ia. 
Jess than half an hour, the patient opened 
her eyes, and endeavoured! to raise her Ian** 
guid bead. 

The operator, who was naturally hu** 
mane, and would, if he had not been inti- 
midated, by the police ofli( er, perhaps haVe 
readily attended to the suggestion of the 
stranger;^ then declared,' that the greatest 
danger was to be apprehended from the" 
^ patient's fright, if she»should> on recover- 
ing 
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ing her senses> perceive herself in such z' 
situation^ and surrounded by unknowir 
persons^ of whom not one was of her own 
sex. She was, therefore; immediately con- 
V€iyed to the bed of the assistant, who slept 
in an adjoining room to the hall, and joy- 
fully gave it for the occasion. An elderly 
matron, who had -the care of the hall, was> 
called to give her. assist an ce; and, at the ^ 
end of another hour, the surgeon sent to^ 
inform the officer and the stranger, who- 
waited the event in the hall, that the pa- 
tient had recovered her senses, and the use 
of her speech. They immediately entered* 
the apartment; and, after the officer had- 
assured her that she was among friends, 
and had nothing to fear, he asked her what. 
was her name^ and where was her place of 
abode }- 

Have a little patience," replied she^ — 
my memory is returning, and I shall 
shortly be. able to give you an account of. 
what has hap^pened to me." 
, After an interval, during which they ad-- 

- ininistered 


re 
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jninislered to her some restoratives, and 
appeared to compose her mind, by re- 
peated assurances that she was in perfect 
safety, with those who would restore her to 
her friends, she desired to know where she 
was, and what had happened to her since 
she had lost her recollection ? The worthy 
anatomist informed her, in tHe most cau- 
tious terms, to avoid giving her any shock, 
that she had been fqund in the Castle ©C 
Vistulof, the proprietors of which had been 
accused of having poisoned her. 

" They are innocent !" replied she, with 
njuch animation. 

" Take notice of that, Mr. Officeri'* saM 
the stranger. 

'' You have not been poisoned then f" 
said the anatomist. 

"Yes,.I have been." 

'' Who then has put you into the state 
from which we have delivered you ?'' 

'' I feel too weak to enter into all these 
details: at present, be satisfied with know- 
ing, that I am named Theresia Dauyernop, ^ 

that " 


that I reside at Cracow^ Md that the fttal 
4raitgfit was adminmered, Heaveh forgive 
me ! ivith my oi^n gtriJty hynd/' 

The stranger made the officer ©f police 
l^et down these answers, and requested the 
anatomist^ his assistant, and the keeper of 
the hall, to sign them^ which tbey readily 
cpniplied with. 

The ar>atoniij>t then* declared that the pa- 
tient wai^ted rest, and the officer would not 
press her to enter into any further explana- 
tions at that time. 

'^ Madam/' said the officer/' I atrl har- 
dened only against the guilty, or such as I. 
suspect to be so ; but I am compassionate 
to the unfortunate. Compose yourself 
here to-night, and to-morrow I offer yoa 
an asylum at my hpuse^ where my wife 
will pay you every attention^ till the time 
comes to restore you to your friends." 

All the company then left the room eat- 
cept the hall-keeper, who sat up with 
Tb^resia the whole night, during which 
she slept soundly, probably because the 

effects. 


e0cct& of the draught were not yet war* 
pflf! The hall-keeper, however, rouzed hel: 
at intervals, wider preteTk:e of giving her 
some restoratives, as she had been directed 
by the surgeon to do, if the patient slept 
too soundly. 

The next morning, Thcresia was pretty 
wefl recovered ; and, after having brealt- 
fasted with the hall-keeper, a chaise ar- 
rived at the door, in which was the police 
officer's wife, who came to take her home 
^ith her. Thercsia expressed her gratitude 
to the hall-keeper, and her mortification 
that she had nothing aboiitherto recom- 
pense her for the trouble ^he had taken on 
her account;* but she pi^omised, that ber 
friends would not forget her. She tlien 
entered the chai^, and was politely rcP- 
ceived by the officer's wife, who ordered 
the coachman to return to her house, which 
was situated at the other end of the tpwn. 
Theresia no sooner got out of the chaise, 
than she intreated the officer not to lose a 
minute in exculpating the innocent per- 
sons^ 
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uons, whom her own guilt had involved in 
8o much distress. She declared, she should 
never enjoy a moment's ease till she was 
informed they had been liberated. 

" The forms of justice must be gone 
through/' replied the officer — " but your 
declaration of their innocence has already 
softened the ripfors of their confinement. 
In order to effect their deliverance, you 
must give me an account of your being, in 
such a' situation, which is all that is now 
wanting to complete my final report, pre- 
.yiously to its being given to the magis- 
trates. The result will be, the immediate 
discharge of the accused persons. ''^ 

*' That no time may be lost then," said 
Theresia, ''you sshall have that extraordi- 
nary account immediately..'* 


•* 
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CHAP. XIL 


1 AM the daughter of Major Dauvernop, 
formerly of Cracow, who died in the ser- 
vice of his country "when I was a child.' 
Scarcely had I attained my tenth year, be- 
fore my mother introduced to me, as a 
companion, the young Zedeo Darnim, who 
was the son of the Governor of the Citadel 
of Cracow, and then about a year older 
than myself: she bade me caH him my 
little husband. ^ 

" I know not by what instinct, but, from 
that very moment, I had a sort of antipa- 
thy towards all children who were not of 
my own sex. I could not endure to be 

alone 
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alone with Zedeo, much less to join with 
. , him in youthful diversions : I rather be- 
lieve, that his presence was so much the 
more hateful' to me, as I thought I per- 
ceived, that he himself was not held to me 
by any inclinatioti, but solely through the 
orders of Colonel Darnim. When I had 
nearly attained my fifteenth year, my mo- 
ther declared to nie, that my father had 
betrothed me to the son of Colonel D»r- 

« 

nim, and that I must look upon Zedeo as 
my future husband. She then acquainted 
me with the origin of what I regarded as* 
an insupportable misfortune, and an un- 
just oppression. There had, from their 
youA, existed between my father and Co- 
. lonel Darnim, who were' early in life com- 
missioned in the same regiment, the stric-' 
test friendship : they had made the same 
campaigns, and were present at the same 
battles and the same sieges. Tliey wished, 
by this marriage of their children, to erect 
a sort of monument to the friendship which' 
' had existed between their fathers. 

5 "Whether 


^' Whether there was between us some 
•secret principle of a natural ^ntipathy*^ op 
Heaven thoug^ht proper to interpose, anA 
frustrate the intentions^ of those who would 
circumscribe its decrees, our parents could 
never make the sentiment, which they wish-^ 
ed to raise in our hearts, take root : per- 
haps the rigorous treatment, of which we 
wi^t« at once the cause and the object, had 
made sts the more dislike each other. In* 
vain did our parents make efforts to sub- 
due the invincible aversion which we dis- 
covered. * As for mynself, T could never 
love Zedeo, although he was thought hand- 
some ; and whether it was really the case, 
or the persecution, which I daily suffered 
an the ^account of Zedeo, only made me 
imagine so, by degrees the antipathy, with 
which Zedeo inspired me, appeared to me 
to extend to all the individuals of his sex — 
The idea of marriage was hateful to me, 

'' Notwithstanding the opposition which 
I. made to the will of my mother, she did 
not renounce her project of fulfilling the 

will 
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-will of Major Dauvernop. She regarded 
the accomplishment of the last wishes of 
her husband^ whom she passionately loved, 
and who had been snatched from her at an 
age when men are most amiable, as a reli- 
gious duty. 

. . ''When I bad attained my sixteenth year, 
my mother told me, in an imperative tone, 
that she knew how to compel me to marry 
the young Zedeo. I answered, that no hu- 
man force should make me consent to give 
my hand to him, or any other man, against 
my inclination. She reproached me iu 
the harshest terms, with outraging the manes 
of my father, by refusing tbe husband whom 
he had destined for me. 

*' I was little .moved at the reprimands 
and menaces of my mother, who even car- 
ried the matter so far, as to vent the most 
direful imprecations against me. I retired 
to my apartment, to withdraw myself from 
her anger. 

" Some time after, she renewed her pro- 
posals; but, at this time, she constrained I 

herself 
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herself to speak to me with a tone of gen- 
tleness. I listened attentively tb.ivhat she^ 
3aid.. She told me^ that a more stitable 
match than that with Zedeo, could not be 
found for me^ as we were both nearly of 
an age^ and had each ^ considerable forr 
tuuB. She added, that parents sontetimesi 
saw themselves under a necessity of oppo*. 
sing the inclinations of their children^ to 
Tiender them happy ; and that we nhould 
be. scarcely united to each other, before 
we should both applaud a marriage for 
which we now testified repugnance ;. be* 
cause» at our age, we were incapable of 
discerning our true inclinations. , I an? 
swered her by Ja positive refusal, which, 
however, I endeavoured to soften^ that J 
might wear the appearance of as much mo- 
deration ds' herself. But. her redness, and 
her forced demeanour, evinced sufficiently 
that she did herself a violence, and that, at 
* the bottom of her hearty she was trans- 
ported with rage and vexation. 

^' A week after, she again demanded if 
vou I. N r would 
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I would ykt tMs^tii to MfA tU mtett%i«M 
of }ii3jdr biuvfert-oji ? I tlcthi^ed^ tftrt* ! 
still persistbi in tnjr i^efu^, 'ebf^vinfeHA 
tliit, by abstainihg fihofh accompli^ rtg*he 
h^idfectti^t Wish of ffty father, I did %f no 
means violate th^ feiip^ect due lb bt& 9ait^ 
inbrjr. 1*^ ans%i^ Was the signal for a Hfc't^ 
i^cene. Ufi^bfe My 1oft^<^ tb l^tiflfe «h^ i^k^ 
^l^osioti (bf htir dise6ntetih she glVfe ikit 
'ieins to her an^r, iiid fbtgbi hir^fp t^ 
far ^ to strike ihe. I l^t het HSAHy ; dk^ 
pursued ihe, and ! should VAv^ finihd ^ 
aifficulty in freeing iftyself kbvA he* «*- 
^Isssesi, if ! had Hot fbund the ^i¥et^tfd5^ 
open^ and fled With aQ ttiy speed. 

'' My ihdigttalSon M»W kntW fib bdWlA^ 
4tld dro^M inie fd thib fai^l resohiiioih^ mS^ 
pttlnged itte into Vhe drekHTid siftoiii^ m 
«^lhich yoti beheld th«> aiid Whith has tUfi«i^ 
itecli dt^^ul^tixieiy to to ihiiocenttoiii^. 
i*tod AO tfaoirgfifts*of talcing away nif IWh, 
till I p^iMid thfe do» of stn ^b^li^ttixy. I 
lelt a suddeh impii&e/ ^i^d obeyed it vritb-i* 
4lttt itiStctiJbti, i &itti€i, amft lijflc^d Vor 

jRnnp 
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some' t^udastiin. Whether from the dis* 
tracted air which t must have worn, ar 
from the ajwtfaecary's hi^matie arntion, i 
catinot say^ -but, from ^art has fattp^ened, 
there is ivo doubt but thftt he took care the 
dose which he gave meihotrid tlot be fatal 
to life. My heart was tested, rvlien I had. 
in my possession what I looloed upon* as a 
certain cm-e for all my ^tafTerings; but I 
resolved not to inakeTuse of Tt> nnlessu^n 
the *gi»eatest emergetvcy, I x^oncealed it 
care&illy about my dottier, and returned 
home with a c()m|»lsnTe whith surprised 
my tnothcTj^ and indeied myself. 

*^ The next day, my mother appeared to 
repent the Impetuous sallies to which she 
had given way, She w^ Icmger spoke to 
me of Zedeo, nor of the will of my fethery- 
nor tif the ttiatrta^e whidi earned me so 
great a terFoor; but the coldness of hief 
manner, and her gloomy air, didii6t|Mer- 
nilt ite to doubt that ishe sftiU contimfed 
to ht iiYrtated agadnst me. . Uvnm^mr^ ns 
none of iier diseopsse tended towarcb-tbe 

N 2 projected 
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projected u^ion, I thought there m%ht be 
reason for me to hope that she had totally 
abanjioned it. There were about fifteen 
days that I enjoyed an appearance of a 
calm ; at the end of which, .my mother 
proposed to me to accompany her. on a 
visit; which she told me she waa going to 
pay: to one of her friends, who lived in 

the cojjntry. As I could not refuse her 

» 

with a good, grace, . I went with her into 
the carriage. We went without the walls 
of Cracpw, and, aftier a journey of about 
seven or eight leagues, I perceived that 
the carriage entered under a large portico, 
which served as an entrance to several 
wings of a building, whose exterior re- 
sembled an assemblage of Targe and lofty 
edifices. . 

'' The carriage stopped in the midst of a 
spacKMis area. The door was opened, and 
I alighted first; When I heard my mother 
say, in a loud tone of voice, ' Here's the 
young person whom you expect/ Those 
wotdfi caused a sudden terror, which in- 

crea^ed^ 
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creased, when I found myself rather mdely 
seized by two women clothed in white, and 
saw the carriage drive off with my mother, 
iit full gallop. I followed it with my eyes, 
uttering, at the same time, the most pier^ 
ting cries. Instantly I was no longer at a 
loss to guess in what sort of a house t wa^ 
left. As I x:ast my eyes round the buildings 
which surrounded the area, I remarked, that 
iall the windows were secured with itoit. 

« * 

bars, and I read on the top of the portifcd 
these shocking words — Convent far Penitini 
Females, ' ■ - ' . r 

*' I was instantly forced into the great 
hall, where I beheld an old and wrinkled 
devotee, whose gloomy looks perfectly 
corresponded with' the appearance of the 
abode. From the respect which . several 
other recluses paid her, I judged that she 
was the Superior of the convent. She said 
to' me, in a snuffling tone^— 
• ' Thank Heaven, my child, for having 
conducted you to this asylum. You will 
find here the means of making your peace 

N 3 with 
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with Heaven^ and of repairiBg the faults 
Jfihich }:on have committed. You have 
driven your mother to soliisit from the go- 
Temment^ an order to shut you up heicf^ 
iot the remaindeff of your days. Da not 
regret the wofid ; it ia .happy for you that 
yon have qukted it. You are arrived ia^a 
9aie port. Do not be afflktod^t the idea 
of heing desuned lo live here perpetuaHy : 
if yoq love work and prayer^ if yon are 
humble and ai>bmi«sive^ yon will meet with 
mildiiHage; otherwise^ youwilibe treated 
with severity. We know how- to subdue 
the mofst untractable dispositions. You are 
going to be dressed in the habit of the no<» . 
voices; and iC inth^end^ you p^'ove your^ 
llelf one of the chosenj you may be adroit-' 
ted to the rank of a nun/ 

*^ This strange harangue shocked^ instead 
of eonsoling me. I shed a torrent of tear6» 
and intreated the Superior to inform mej 
what grievous ofiencei^ had drawn upon me 
the cruel punishment of being immured 

during life ? She answered^ that she had no 

time 
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tittxe t0 enter i^tQ pjirticul^ni, an4 bad, opr 
IbiQg more ta say \q va^. The two Vq- 
m^nj, whp Jiad bpought me into the ?iudi- 
ence-rl^aU qf the Supen(>r> then conducted 
me to ^ }ittle cell, where they I)?ft ifkp $Dm« 
t^gi^« a pr^y to my mdancholy r^fl^ction^. 
They returned, bringing with them ^11 tbp 
;if tictes of dtess of a novice, an4 began to 
svibstUut^ tl^ew in tKe place of my formf^r 
|ial;>ili{n^|its. Unhappily/I h^i the ad4t*ess 
%^ secpre liiy bottle of laudanum, 

^^ Aft^r thiey hadi finished thi$ task, they 
iBUp4uce4 n)P into ai^ immense b^U, wber^e 
{ l>eh^l4 mpre than two bup^red noviceis 
se9te4 on l)ench(^, and occupied in ^pedli?- 
v^pii^^ mi4 ptber fei;Qinin^ enfiployments. 
hojpfi^ w^re sev^ii^g, tad^boi^ring, and emt- 
broHering ; othersf ginning wool, flajx, or 
cQttpn : most of them had their eyes cast 
down, afid the outward appearance of h^u* 
mility. T^i\ npns, ranged at interv^Is^ ^ii4 

ermed with rods qf discipliijf, Ipokedl rounfl 
witl^ a scrutinizing fye, and, with ^evcrf 

lo^to, eQmmaqdQd W9Tk mA pilencf . M 

N 4r soon 
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soon as they saw mc appear^ they marked 
out a place for me, and presented me with 
a distaff and spindle. I sat down, but I 
felt such a depression of spirits, that I found 
it impossible to Avork. One of the nuns 
perceived it, and came and cuffed me se- 
verely. . 

" The supper hour Being come, we all 
went to the refectory. Roots, and bread, 
and water, composed all the .articles of our 
repast. The same silence reigned during 
supper : it was not interrupted but by some 
devotional lecture,, which one of the nuns 

a 

gave. with a lo'nd Vpice* After the repast, 
we were permitted: half an hour's recrea- 
tion. Pastime and conversation -filled up 
this interval ; but the novices were forbid- / 
den ta whisper, or to enter into any kind 
of confidential discourse. They were cer- 
tain of' not being able to say anything 
'which would not be overheard by the nuns, 
who were continually passing and repassing 
between us. I was not tempted to *take a 
part in the relaxations of my companions': 
^, ' seated 
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seated in one corner of the hall, with mjr 
head recliaing on my bands, I reflected on 
my afflicti.ng situatiojn, and wept in silence. 
My companions approached me from time 
to time, §[nd offered to console me ; but I 
intreated thqm to take no notice of me. 
What affected me most painfully^ was, to 
think that, though innocent and pure, I 
was confounded with women who, for the 

$ 

greater part, had, by their weaknesses or 
their licentiousness, tarnished their reputa- 
tions. At length the convent clock sound- 
ed for evening prayer : all; the novices 
ranged in a circle, and threw themselves 
on their knees. I could not witness, with« 
out great emotion, the contrite and peni- 
tent air of the greater part- of my compar 
nions, who, bent towards the grouod, and 
praying with fervour, seemed to wish to 
bide their foreheads in the dust, at the re- 
'membrance of their failings. 
• "When the -prayer was ended; each.no-^ 
vice retired tq her cell. I panted .for thp 
*ia6m?nt of- being left to myself. Whep 

N 5 the 
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the nun, to whose superintendance I was 
entrusted, had carried away the light, and 
locked the door of my cell, I renewed my 
reflections on my situation. I could not 
restrain my sobs, by thinking that my con- 
duct was irreproachable, and that my mo- 
ther had, notwithstanding, inflicted on me 
a chastisement, which was due only^ the 
most* guilty excesses. 

' Am I Condemned then,' said I, ' to 
languish all my life in this abode of afflic- 
tion? What a hideous perspective! Grief 
win undoubtedly soon terminate my days. 
I sink under my misery/ 

'' Here I made so loud an exclamationlj 
tliat the nun who stood guard, in the pas- 
sage overheard me, and bade me be silent. 
Then I confined myself to low min-moring 
complaints, ttrtd passed the whol^ night in 
this painful agi tation . 

" When the break of day appeared, the 
matin bell fitted the air wjth its doleful 
chimes, to which succeeded the harsh 
ero^king of the ratde, which a nun turned 

rapidly^ 


'^ 
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rapidly^ as she walked hj*$tily through the 
galleries. I rose as mournfully as I had 
Iain doivn. Prayer and spinning filled tip 
the whole of the mprning^ except a very 
short interval, which was dedicated to what 
tb^y culled breakfast, but which was as fru- 
g?^J a^s the iupppr, Wf? th^n returned to 
wprk, which occupfed us till dinner, whic^h 
exactly resembled the supper; a^di gftei* 
it, we were, in like manner, aljpwed'h^jf 
an bourns recreatioii, in a back yai:d devoted 
to that purpose. We again entered- tb^ 
hall after ft waff expired,. U> remmn tiU th^ 
supp^ bow cfta><^ro^^d again. 

^' I was tf>pv heart*4>rpkeH tp \>f ^^l^ fQ 
work l^kp th.^ Y^sti ^ivd I .coul4 fip^l^ni^ 
the t^ ybicb b«d he§n .allojj^fl tgKme^ fpr 

whic;b the #upffi»t3e»da»t mn g*yf t»? a 

severe rfgsprim^rMj.. T3^e dsjy aftpr, | did 
not y^otk with more activity,! »iid T w» 
agtiA scolded* I answered ia a tpae which 
eKprefiised my ifldtgaatioB* ' 

^ Let fcer he pnnisSuMir cried tii^iiufi^ 
who pn3S(i(kd aircr tfae%li of wpzt. 

n6, ''That 
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'^ That insjant, two .of the sisterhood' 
stripped me, and bestowed on my shoul- 
ders twenty stripes, with the rod of disci- 
pline/ I exclaimed agaJnst such unworthy 
treatment; and all my companions;, af* 
frighted, forgot to tarn their spindles. 
Presently the accents of menace recalled, 
them to' their labours, but their humid dnd 

* 

downcast eyc;s dkcovered their inward 
pang^. One of them especially testified 
her compassion in^ a more open manner : 
she was the tiovice who always sat at my 
right hand in the work-room. Her physi- 
ognomy was mild and interesting, and shb 
wore an air of melancholy, which tpuch'ed 
the very soul. At the Srst sound of the* 
rod of discipline, she cried but, '•Injustice !'- 
atid that.single word had nearly made her a 
partaker of my punishment. /When Ife- 
ttimefi to' my seat,' she regarded hie with a . 
look full of ct>mpassion, _ I felt my heart 
yearn towards hep — 1 longed to niake her 
nry. friend and confidante; -but tl^e* rigid 
silence which vt^' pi'escribed us, did not' 

i I permit 




THE INVISIBLB BNEMY* 277 

s 

permit us to lise any other language than 
that of the ^yes. 

'^ Scenes muth less violent would have 
Sufficed to make me abhor this abode. I 
fell into a deep melancholy. I had found 
some little consolation in the presence -of 

s 

the interesting novice who worked beside 
me : the few words which she addressed to 
me, made me judge of the extent of her 
amiable qualities — but this comfort was 
denied me. They replaced her by another 
female, whose harsh and austeroiJooks disr 
gusted me, and made me the more regret 
the companion whom I had lost. I no 
longer saw my friend, but in the intervals 
of recreation ; which, besides being shorty 
were continually interrupted by the- im-^ 
pertinent intrusion of the nuns, who would 
not suffer us to discourse at liberty. Ne- 
vertheless, I gathered enough to give, toe 
to understand, that an unfortunate attach-* 
ment was the cause of all' her sufTerihgs; 
Both of us,, one day, impelled by a desire 
to bestow our confiilence oh eaeh- othev^ 

quitted. 
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quitted^ by stealthy the pljice where th^ 
novices assembled to recreate themselves, 
»nd' retired secretly into a Tone chamber. 
There vfh related to each other, pll the 
^events which had preceded our entrance 
into the convent. Her history was in every 
respect similar to mine, except that her 
avei*sion for the man who was proposed to 
her, originated in her attachment to an- 
other; whilst my refusal had proceeded 

only from an antipathy to piarriage, and 
particularly to Zedeo. She abhorred, ^ 
much as myself, the monastery in which 
we were confined^ aad.tbe kind of life to 
which we were obliged to submit. The 
simUitude of our misfortunes riTetted ttie 
connection which had commenced between, 
w, and readered 0ur con^ctisation exces- 
sively interesting. 

^ When it was over, we went to* rejoitr 
eur companions ; but the summxHis to the 
woiic*raom had been long givexL We were- 
obliged to endure the haisshesi reprinandiS. 
fo^ mir dialiiiacy and dJMbediences My 

^ufTeriggs^ 
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suflferings had so far soured my tamper, 
that I could not forbear from giving vent 
to a bitter philippic against the tyrannical 
proceedings of the mona&tery^ and the mi- 
nute rigor of the sisterhood. My observa«- 
tions appeared like blasphemies, and I was< 
condemned to pa$s four days in the Chawr 
her of Discipline, They gave Ihis appella*- 
tion to a spacious hall in^the attic story of 
the building, which was lighted only by 
trap-doors in the cieling. It was divided 
into sevff^l boxes by bars of wood, which 
formed a^ort of partition. I was inclosed 
in one of those mournful abodes^ several 
of which. were occupied by other noyices. 
i could percdve their dejected looks, and 
hear their lamentations. This distracting 
picture increased my own agony. My 
gaoleress opened the wicket, aiid handed 
.a psalm-book, pointing pot thofie which I 
should be encpected to haTe got hy heart 
on the next day. This was not all : ahe » 
presented me 'witii a distaff, and maorked 
the task wlMch I was to finish within the 

same 


/ 


*0 r^ ,^...^.^^r* 

same time. I could not help^complamlnjj 
loudly of the barl^arous usage which they 
heaped upon me. She stffected to think 
herself insulted, called the. disciplii^arian^ 
«nd made her give me twenty stripes. 

^' Groaning with pain and indignation*, 
I cursed this horrible convent ; and I have 
no doubt^ that^ if I had had it in my power 
to have avenged myself, those merciless 
devotees would' have paid dearly for the 
paftgs which I suffered. * The next dayv 
my gaoleress came to call me to an ac- 
count; but I had not even begun my^task'. 
She instantly gave^ the signal, and I was 
seized by two robust sisters, who treated 
ine as on the preceding: evening. Those 
unjust perseciitioiffi were not! adapted to 
make me enamoured 'with work, and' the 
task was again neglected. But, if my hands 
were unemployed, my imagination was liot 
^ inactive. ' r turned ovfer a thousand con- 
« fused projects: .sometimes I thought on 
the means of making snf escape ; at others> 
I entertained a dewe of rlbv,^rtging piyself 
: . on 
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on my tormentors : oftentimes, in my de- 
lirium, I wished for death. When my 
gaoleress came the next morning, to find 
what progress I had made^ I could shew 
h'er none, and I underwent the usual.chas- 
tisement. The day after, as it-was impds* 
sible to work, my neglect drew on me a 
similar punishment. 

*' At length, the terra of my confine* 
m en t arrived, and I left the xhamber of 
discipline ; but L beheld ^he end of my pii* 
iiishment with indifTerence. In my^eyes, 
my torments had not ceased^ since I was 
still obliged tp live within (he walls of the 
convent, which I detested. My very heart 
was ulcerated, apd the last trial served to 
put a finishing stroke to my deftjpair. I 
was led to the chapel, and beheld a cofEn> 
round which they were going to cbaunt 
the funeral service of the dead. A cold 
tremor came over me, and I approached it 
with tottering steps. I read on the hearse- 
doth the nameiof ray friend. At this fatal 

^ sights 
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Sight my blood vas numbci^ and 1 fai9t^ 
oa the marble floqr- 

** They canied mc to my ctVt, atid laid 
flie oa the bed. When I r^ov^red my 
aemeo, I exdaimed^^ 

' Miatiabfe Thereaia ! doal thou atill fXr 
ist> vhibt Hiere is no longer aay H)ing ta 
athich thee to life ? I have no longer tiiy 
mother^ aiace ahe deserves Hot that appel- 
htmi iriio has made use of her authority 
only t0 persecute me. I ba^ve lofit my \U 
berty» which is dearer to me than my life : 
I have lost it for ever^ since I am cob* 
demned to pasa all my life here in the hor* 
nuti of captivity, without the lea^ hopes 
of ever quitting this abode of tears. Since 
I have {anguished in this piremature tombi 
I have endured a thousand torments, and 
there JDO longer remains but a dreary pros^ 
pect of suffering more. To be wretched, 
with the overwhelming certainty of being 
always so, is a destiny much more fk*ight- 
ful than death itself. O spirit of her whose 

recent 
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recent Io$s rouses my despair to madness i 
c>h thou^ my tender friend^ vrhose remem-* 
branee rends my heart, listen to me ! I feel 
that the last breath of life is about to leave 
me-«*a 9hort> short spaee, and I shall folr 
low thee into the depths of the cave, whi^ 
ther thou hast preceded me. I am liot de^ 
eeived: a chance, conformable to mf 
i^ishestr ptteifents me with the meant of tcr^ 
minating my unhappy fate/ 

*' At that instanty. I recollected the fktal 
dose, which 1 had till then foxgotten. I 
drew out the phial which contained it-^I 
looked M it, but my hearf revolted at the 
fd^a of 9elf-de$truction-^{ laid it dovm^and 
rtmained in wspenae. The ideas of the 
long punishments which awaited me in the 
hateful abode in which I was to pass iny 
days, again revived my disgusft at life, 
which appeared to me as a death, every 
moment that I existed. The spectre of 
Despair stalked before me-^I again seised 
the phial, and put it to my lips-^I still felt, 
all through me, a movement of nature^ 

which 
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\vhich revolted at the act-^I got the better 
of it, and, closing my eyes; I swallowed^ 
tvith precipitation, the fatal beverage. 

Mt is all over then/ said 1 — * death has 
plsinted its arrow in my bos^m* Nothing 
remains but to write a note^ ' which may 
reveal the cause of my despaif^ and become 
B monument of caution to those mothers^ 
who would hereafter force the inclination 
of their daughters/ 

*'. I had inclosed the phial in the case of 
an iti^, irt the room of a smelling-bottle, 
which it before contained. The itui also 
contained a silver pen. The blank leaf of 
a prayer*book served me for paper ; but i 
still wanted ink. I made use of a pin So 
wound: myself in my left arm, and/ witH 
the stream, I traced out these words :-^ 


' ' * Groan, blind and unna- 
tural mother ! Tremble, ye barbarous mi- 
nisters ef her guilty rkge ! Theresia has just 
ended herd^ys by poison, c It is «he herself 

wha 
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who has prepared the mortal beverage, but 
you only have pushed her on to this act of 
desperation/ 


*' I had scal-cely finished, before I heard 
the door of my cell open. linstaiitly hid 
the note in ' my bosom. ' What are yoif 
doing?' cried a nun, who made her ap- 
pearance. ' Nothing,'^ replied I, with spi- 
rit-^' leave me to myself ' This is of a 
piece with your usual impertinence,' said 
she, as .she retired— 'but you shall hear 
from me this evening. Leave us alone to 
reduce you yet to your proper senses.* 

*' At this threat I was almost suffocated 
with indignation. I fell into frightful con- 
vulsions, which terminated in a cold shi- 
vering. ' I attributed my condition to the 
first effects of the poison, when I began to 
grow weak and drowsy. Although ex- 
tremely agitated the instant before, yet I 
soon Ibecame motionless. I felt my sight 

disordered^ 
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my KSj^mtion hardj and my 
limbs 8tiireDe4: I could no longer Jceep 
open my eyelids^ anji I imagined 1 was 
about to sleep the sleep of death : but the 
end has provfd> that the poison had not 
been sufficiently strong to destroy me, or 
even to leave any sensible effect ; which^ 
as I have already said^ I attribate to thie 
preventive cautipn of the humane apothe* 
cary who sold it to me. It is impossible 
for me to relate to you what followed this 
rash act ; I cannot even gAiess how« after 
having, as I supposed I miiist have^ beeti 
wrapped in my dress of a novice, put into 
a coffin, and immured in the cemetery of 
the convent, I have been found in the 
deepest cave of the Castle of Vistulof/' 

*' Nor I either," replied the offic^ir «f 
police—^'' this adventure astonishes me the 
more, as the Convent of Female Penitents 
is nearly two leag^ies distant from the 
Gastle of Vistulof^ and k must have been 
almost impossible lo hive made such a 

translation. 
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trdnslatieiH without having b^en seen. — 
But I will leave nothing undone^ to fathom 
she bottom of this shocking mystery/' 


CllAP. XIII. 


T, 


H£lieSIA had tlot' beeii islMe tb go 
QiMfigfa thiii dioving itoqy^ wiAoiit betn^g 
ittferfupted ser^l^ tioite by tearts lihd 
adbs. The wife <of the |>ofice tiSicer had 
ffim fef^iHBA frohi a syiiqixtkeiic overfltiw^ 
11% «pf iht efts, ffid had dDnedved a de^ 
^tb{ ^emtmies^ fdr Ai^ tUfolttthate fe^^ 
ttiiiie, 1^ ei«it«t^«t*M to oimsbte h» to 
the tftnftM^^ bet* p<^ifna^ l^ilst h«r fatnr*- 
4ittad inft gon^ w give ih to ihb magistrates 

the iKttoam'wliteh he haA jvist hkhenHdo^nriH 

and 
6 
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and with which he set off as soott" as he 
had reduced it to 'writing. 

The morning's sun had brought into the 
cell of Rosomaski the feeble lights which 
served only to render objects just visible. 
The anguish which had preyed upon his- 
mind during the whole of the nighty had 
t6tally driven away sleep and repose. He 
was waiting in anxious expectation of his 
fate, when, about noon, the gaoler en- 
tered, and Ordered him to quit his cell, 
and ^follow him. Rpsomaski obeyed. The 
gaoler conducted him into a chamber, 
which was light, and /furnished with eve^ 
« requisite for a parlour. . /^ Wait here,** 
said the gaoler, leaving the room. Roso- 
maski^ astonished, could not penetrate the 
motives of this conduct ; but there was ao- 
thing in it to alarm him. He was soon as- 
sured, that thei'e bad ' happened an extrji- 

• 

ordinary change in his affairs. The,gaoler 
returned^ accompaniedby Hhodiska. " The 
magistrates,** said be, '^ have oixlered that 
you should have a more commodious 

room. 




THS INVISIBLE VNBinr. 289 

j^ootfij and that you should be no longer 
separated/' 

At these words^ Rosoniaski and Rhodiska 
flew into each other's arms^ and remained^ 
during some moments^ in a close embrace. 
Even the gaoler^ 

** Albeit unused to the^ melting mood," 

• ■ '■• 

seemed moved at their ecstacy. Enrap- 
tured at the felicity of again being with 
each other, they appeared to have almost 
forgotten that they were still in captivity. 
Rosomaski enquired of the gaoler, to what 
happy event he owed this amelioration of 
his destiny ? He answered, that an un- 
known person had delivered him the order 
signed by the chief magistrate of Zai)no, 
M ithout giving him the least explanation ; 
that he seemed impatient to be gone again^ 

^and had no sooner accomplished his er- 
rand, than he was out of sight. 

" Who can this humane person be/' 
cried Rhodiska> '^ who thus interests him- 
self in our fate ?" . 

VOL. I. o . ''It 


^' It is adt ^yitbout nettson/' rt^od ito^ 
somaski, '' thai we have reckoned >cm tfa^ 
jp^tectiDtioflfaaven: v«'tt9^ex|Mrtc&ice 
ti»t it iievbr mbsnddns intiooeiice/' 

Six horns had -Bl^fMd :sit|te itesMiwiBi 
and Rhodiska had been inmidta:^\fo^ck 
other. They were iftjoying the consola- 
tion of' a private conversation^ when the 
d<M»r suddenly opened, add fn ^roice ex«- 
claimed*^''' Yiou are fiise ! " It mm I^idioi- 
^ico who i^Mikej ft»d who, in -zn inslaat^ 
flew tiito the amis of. his- friesd. 
, '^ fc it yo4i/' cried Rosomaski *' who 
^ve been oor iinlinowa friend, and iMXr 
40U\?erer?" 

'^ My dearest itMiimaski/' replied Iai- 
dowicb, ^'*ftiy'^elfer«5 to restf»re 70 a «b li- 
berty bnve'only «k feeble 'tnerit-^^yott ^&wt 
it to TOurinnoeeAce. >B»t het vs ieaive this 
^place^ to tiliw^rthy of yoo : ^iie>cs yo«r 
own chaise -wvatii^ »ait -tlie fiite^ and yiou 
Vf^ pnrttttted *%i Inftyi^ <2almt> ^ben you 
please; bot it will <h/b m^ceMry ihat >ylM 
> tarry at some inn to-night^'to^reMvor yo«ir 

composure 
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jQom|^9ixre>of jnind. AJl is \v^etl at home, 
^si3 I have been this instant informed by Ir*^ 
vaa^ >who is arrived at Zabno^ unable ai^y 
longer to remain at Vistulof in ignorance 
rof ^our £akte : he is at the |^te with the 

Xhfey all left the pris^oa, and got into 
4:He chaise to avoid the eyc$ of the specta- / 
-toi», who had gathered in numbers to be- 
hold .the*. Unfortunate couple, whose ad- 
veiiture had, *by this time, made, a great 
laoise through the town. When they ar- 
rived at the inn, Rftsomas^ki ag.iin etntrn ei 
his friend^ and desired him t^- - -<u^.ii.t 
them how he had been able to i;:ove ;c'r 
innocence, and procure their r^f't^iFe i?^ 
much sooner than the usual forms :;i jus- 
tice commonly allowed ? 

^^ Whe^i I returned to VistUiGf, 1:0. d. 
viewing the ravages of the fire/' replied 
Ludowxco, '^ I found the castle in the 
.%lttinost confusion^ and could scarcely ob- 
tain an answer to all my h^ty ei^qui-ies 
into the cause of it. ' My God I' ci ieH \ 

o 2 ^-^ 
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on the verge of impatience — ' tell me in- 
stantly what new mfisfortune iias befallen 
tny friends?' When I heard the affair, 'I 
was seized with rage and indignation, that 
you should have been so unjustly accused, 
and ignominiously treated. I instantly re- 
mounted my horse, which still regained 
at the gate/ without knowing what I was 
going to do, only that I was determined to 
be near you. It was dark when I entered 
Zabno ; but Providence directed that I 
should pass the xloor of the public hall, at 
which I beheld your chaise, and the litter 
which conveyed the fatal trunk. I was en- 
abled to ascertain that the chaise wa? 
yours, because the door was open, as it 
must be upon all these public occasions, 
and there was a light in the passage. , I in- 
stantly ascended the staircase, and beheld 
the police officer, and the person who was to 
anatomize the supposed deceased, to dis- 
cover whether she had died by poison/and 
his assistant: no other persons were pre- 
sent/ The fatal trunk was on the floor, 

and 
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and they were then in the act of taking out 
the body to place it on the table." Here 
LudowicOj . who was the stranger who had 
so fortunately interposed to rescue the un- 
fortunate Theresia from a second death, 
related "what had happened. 

I had no sooner/' added Ludowicp, 
§een the unfortunate cause of your suf- 
ferings restored beyond the danger of a re- 
la^pse, and caused the police officer^ and all 
present, to sign her declaration of your 
innocence, <hah I flew to the house of the 
chief tnagistrate of Zabno, to relate to^; 
Uair the wonderful ijveiit which Vit^ j^^i- 
proclaimed the innocence of the propria ^ 
tors of Vistulof. I ajn ignorant whether 
he was moved at the pathetic language with, 
which friendship certainly inspired me ; 
but he listened with extreme patience. and 
s^ttention, and answered me with rather 
more than common civility^ that, on the 
next morning, he would send to the police 
officer for his report of what had passed i 
and that he would immediately soften the 

oa rigors 
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rigors of your corfftftcmcitt, if' CBTCUiir- 
stances wouW perniif him so to -dftr. t 
'^ltlidr«vr, xnortifi<^d> *QWcvpr, thai I cohM' 
not procure your refease that night, aif* 
spare you, as well as your helb\retf R&€>- 
diska, the horror of passing a night 'in 
prison. 

" This morning early, I again waititd 
upon the magistrate, who informed me, 
that, as he had not yet received the repwt 
of the police officer, he could tak;c no stepr 
fn favour of hiy frFewls, J Aen flew to 
rtre officer, who informed «6> that ha should 
jjor J^ able to prepare it in less than-^ 
AOur. Thinking to pass the tedious infef^ 
tal in consdling you, and giving yoti nd- 
lice that your 'innQcence was no longer 
doubted, I hastened to the prison, and de- 
manded to see you ; but I was informed) 
fhat, so far frqm behng permitted to se# 
strangers, you Were separated from your 
wife.* I traced back 'my steps to the house 
of the police officer, but found he was al- 
• ready gone to the magistrate's. I followed, 

and 
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and^ intivafed the malgistraie to grant you a 

i»ore ocMSivenieiit apartment^ and: to. permit 

Jmuir wile to ha with you. It was at! that 

^me that he deliveiied me the order, by 

^rtue of which, youi were removed to. tli^ 

jgAoIev'sown aganment^ and hrought to* 

gather. Not ^et coRtejDted witjl thi* ttif- 

\ktg aJleviatwn of your situation, Ii de- 

fared to knayf why>. since youx innocence 

was declared:^ I might not have an order 

§Qf your kaviing the prison ? but the mar 

glatn^^toldl me^ that he badt m yet, 'x^ 

q^veid on]^ t)ie ]^poi?t of whsit had passed 

on the preceding eveniisg; and that h^ 

a^usi w^it titf the u.i)fortuia^te canse pf your 

«€^fioitm*ent. had wade a full discovery of 

every circumstance^ which the police offi^ 

KMT was then gomg abo^t. A^ I was aware, 

that ev^ery instant you were, S!&parate4 wa$ 

. an age of torture* ) b^^tened b^k to the 

gao]^ aiH( d€^W<^Yed.the order which I had 

obtained. I then returqed to the b<mse of 

^o* police officeir^ who, I wa» wforaied, 

o 4 had 
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had been made acquainted with the lady^ 
history^ and was employed ki drawing out 
bi$ final report. I 'waited with the Utmost 
ipfipatiebce until it was finished^ when I 
hurried him away to the house of the ma- 
gistra.te. After the latter had perused this 
la3t report, he ^aid to me — 

'I have no longer the least doubt of 
the . innocence of your friends ; for such 
they ajppear to be, by the interest which 
you lake in their fate ; but there still re- 
main several formalities to be fulfilled^ 
before they can be set at liberty : but if 
they can get bail ' 

' I will be their bail,' replied I — ■' Re- 
lease my friends, and shut me up in their 
room.* 

' There is no occasion for that,* said the 
magistrate — >' you will only have tq sign a 
paper, making yourself responsible for 
their appearance before thiB tribunal, if it 
should be required.* 

'' I had no sooner signed a paper to that 

eBect, 
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effect, than the magistrate s^ave me the 
order, which has just opened the gates o£ 
your prison." 

Rosomaski and RhodisTca had severaF 
times interrupted the narrative of Ludo* 
. wco, bv^excJamat'ons expressive of their 
astonishment, admiration, and gratitude.. 
Ludowico answered to all this overflow of 
their sensibility, by those words worthy of 
a man who was as modest as generous. 

<^ My friends, why. so^many acknowledg- 
ments ? You had no need of me to deliver 
you— I am. happy enough in having been 
instrumental to the ,triumph. of inno^ 
cence/' 

Before any answer could be^ retlirn^l^, 
they were surprised by the appearance of 
the officer of police, who had alreaxly 
caused them so much consternation.. Whe- 
ther Rhodiska betrayed any symptoms of 
fear or not,^ the officer desired them to he: 
under no apprehensions ; hewai^ nxxt. ther 
. P£arer of any more ill news,, but he came: 

a& tQ> 
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to inform them, that the young lady, who 
liad beeti the innocent cause of their alarm^ 
entertained so great a desire to see them^ 
and express her sorrow for what had hap- . 
pened, that hf could not refuse to acquaint 
them with her earnest wiish, and to request 
their coirpariy at his house, where the lady 
then was. 

Ro§omaski and Rho<|]ska fell a strong 
impulse of curiosity, to behold a persoti 
who had herself suffered so strangely^ and 
who had been the cause of their extraor- 
dinary sufferings. They immediately ac- 
companied the officer to his chaise, which 
conducted them to his house. . 

It may be supposed that Theresia, who 
looked so beautiful even under the cloud 
of dieath, must have been capable of stri- 
king with surprise, those who should be- 
hold her all life and animatfon. Rosomaski 
and Rhodiska both thought they h^d never 
beheld a more perfect beauty: their mu-- 
tual sufferings seemed to have begotten an 

attachment 
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^ttacliment between them, at first sight. 
Theresia no sooner heard them annpiinced^ 
tban she exclaimed — 

*' Ah4 how unfortunate am I to have 
occasioned such bitter pangs to so amiabfe 
a couple ! I shall never forgive myself.** 
' ** But we . forgive you/* said Rhodiska^ 
interrupting her with a lively emotion — 
*' You are not our enemy, but have only 
been made his instrument, as other wor- 
thy people have been before you.** 

" Is it possible,^ said Theresia, '' that 
such persons as you are, ean have made so 
bitter an enemy ? He must be unjust, since 
1 am assured you never cai). have given him 
any cause.'* 

*' Not intentionally," replied Kosomaski 
-.^*' for we Ao not know, we cannot even 
'guess, who is the person that thus htirls hh 
'secret, midnight, and malignant darts at 
us," 

*' That makes the affkir more mvsteri- 
" eus," said the officer — ^* If you could give 

5 us 
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US the least clue, I warrant that we woui(f. 
soon ferret him out of hh haunts.!' 

" We are totally ia the dark,*' said Ro- 
somaski^. '' as to the person who thus seeks 
to destroy our peace,, and to load us witk 
infamy. If I knew him,. I would, with 
my own hatid, drag the monster from bi^ 
den, and make him. yield u.^r^is malignant' 
souU" 

*^ Probably," said the officer, " if you^ 
were to recur back to all the circumstances* 
of your life, you might be abl,c to fix upoit 
some peison who may be likely to owe 
you a grudge, and he might be drawn into- 
some snare which might be laid for him, 
and delivet'ed over to justice/' ^- 

^' lean think but of one man,'* replied 
Rosomaski, ''who ever did,, oi*, I think, 
ever could owe me any enmity, aod it is*, 
almost impossible that he.can. now be in^ 
existence: but, if you please, I will give, 
y.ou a sketch of my history ; and probably 
you, who are so ^ell accustomed to draw: 

out 
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out facts from circumstances, may be able 
to make a guess where we cannot/' ^ 

^ As all the company testified their wish ta 
hear his narrative^ Rosomaski ran it over. 

" Your history has been strongly marked 
with strange adventures/' said the officer— - 
'^ but there is no one. I could fix upon as. 
your* secret c^iaemy, except Lanfranco ; 
and he, as you say, can scarcely be in ex- 
%istence. However, I promise you that this 
last affair shall not end here, and that I will 
strain every nerve of my office to discoveir 
the dark source/' 

iiosbmaski and Rhodiska expressed their 
acknowledgments to the officer: '' But," 
said the latter/ '^ we are still at a loss to. 
know how this lady came to be conveyed 
to a cave of our abode, of which we our- 
selves never knew the existence, till you 
pointed it out to us/' 

'^ There lies the mystery," said the offi- 
cer — " Some person, intimately acquainted 
with the castle, must have been concerned 
in it ; but we have no mode of tracing thajt 

person^ 


penoo. All thai ve ksow of the miflto^ 
18^ that an aaonymt^Qs paper^ containing 
liie acGUsadon aj^nst yoif, vnas conveyed 
to the chief magistKalt. , It also described 
every part of tiie subterraneans so accu- 
irately^ that I^ who had aever seen> tkem 
before, had^ as yen witnessed, not the least 
difficulty in finding the place where the 
smrdered persan. waa^ described ta be/' 

•' Can the lady herself give no gueas?** 
aaid Rfaodiska* « 

'^ Not the teast, Matdam/' replied The^ 
resia — *' but if you are willing> I will re* 
kte to yoa all the particula» which^i know 
of this aflUr. You must be c^ious, and. 
yon have an undoubted right to» be maite . 
acquainted witl) them/' 

•* We hevr indeed a enribsity/* aaid* 
Rhodiska. 

^ Thcrn I am going ta satisfy it/' said 
S'heresia* 

She then went through her interesting 
end extraordinary narrative ; and after Ra^ 
aomaski and Rhodi«La bad apologised for 

recalling 


tee^Wing taher mitid S0) p«iiifut a racdtttc** 
Il6n^ the latter told^ her^ that sbe ytm^ ex^ 
ffcmcly serry her first visit t» Visluloff 
sllt>u)d have been andey mch disagreeable 
circumstances; but that she hoped i^e 
would' ^soon make them another^ Yrfaich^ 
they vrere con-Tinced^ would mare than 
competisate for the disagreeable eircii»ir» 
stances attencfing the fi«tv 

^ Theresia made a polite reflf, ^ttA ex^ 
pressed her determinati^ts to ^kit theia; as 
sbott as she could gain her mother's ap^ 
probatiofi. They then parted^ w£th^ all the 
professions' of mutual esteem; 

Barly the next mon»mg> Rosomadit aiidf 
Rhodiska were impatieiit to set out for 
Vistulof. Any other persons^ less eoora^ 
geous, would have been afraid of returti** 
ktg to a castle full of snares, ^ where thejr 
ran the danger of being, some day or 
^ other, buried under its ruins. Bui Roso*^ 
Xliaski a^ Rhodiska were not ea^ly inti*^ 
inidated ; they were attached to tbeir re* 
aidence at Vistulof^ where^ im spite of tht 

alarms 
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alarms which had assailed thera^ they had 
found moments of ineffable happiness^ and 
whose every ^pace was marked t>y some 
delightful temembrancev Besides, the si- 
tuation of itself contaiiled many advantages 
capable of fixing them to it. The air was 
salubrious, the ground fertile, the habita- 
tion had been rendered not only conve- 
nient biit elegant, and the walks around it 
were charmingly pleasant, varied, and pic- 
turesque. The farmers furnished them with 
corn, wine/ and every other article neces- 
sary for the sustenance of life ; and Cracow 
was a market sufficiently near, for them to 
dispose of their superfluous produce, and 
procure all the other wants, either of ; na- 
ture or luxury, But,^ though the proprie- 
tors had a vast share of fortitude, yet they 
did not want prudence. As soon as they 
arrived once more at Vistulof,. they began 
to take new precautions to contribute to 
their safety. Two additional stout young 
men, the-sons of one of bis tenants, were 
taken into their service ; and the windows^ 

and 


^ 
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ttnd every othfer part of the exterior of the 
house, through which an attack ^as most 
likely to be made, were all made as siecure 
as possible. The fire-arms, and other wcai- 
pons, were put into a complete state of 
repair, and distributed in various parts of 
the castle, in such a manner, that every 
one knew" where to find them; and all, in 
cases of alarm, might be ready to defend 
themselves in a min^ute. 

They had scarcely finished these neces- 
sary matters, before they received a visit 
from Theresia and Mrs. Dauvernop, who 
had not been able to resist the temptation 
of forming an acquaintance with a couple 
SO- famous for their mutual fondness, and 
the fortitude with which they bore their 
xnisfortunes**^ Rhodiska gave Theresia the 
kindest reception, and expressed the great- 
est satisfaction at seeing her at Vistulof, at 
a time when they hoped they should be 
able to make it agreeable to her. Theresia 
answered the civilities of Rhodiska with 
much feeling ; but she could hot help per- 
ceiving. 
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caving^ thpRf^fiiiadiaka Md HosMfHokilM- 
liaived (««Mi ttttcbi xoMuess and Dteerve 4#-' 
jmmW ^er notbcc £be readily jessed 
»«Mt^ juiquamted as Ah&y >ivere wilh her 
condiiot towacda iher dauglutcr, tfaey cooU 
iiidttreoeive maoh idfiasitre frQm<Iier com* 
^ny; and/ahe liastcaicil to eiideini^ur Ip 
•do away the lU impnefiaioii iivhich her ^mr 
•cative had made i>n 4faem. (For this put- 
pose; she introduced, with 'much address^ 
into ^the conversation which ensued^ sonie 
aentenecG ttending to justify hbs. Daiiyef* 
fiopj and to throw all the odium of hfit 
actiotis upon :CoIonidl Darniin^ who had 
not only -prevailed upon her to .act »5 she 
had done^ but had given hi»rvthe example^ 
by conSnrng his son in the most dismal 
dungeon df the Citadel of Cracow, whece 
he stili langup^ed. f^ tRhodisfca $aad S0- 
soma^ki p^ceived the pioits intentions «f 
Theresia^ they presently removed her anxi- 
ety, by behaving towards Mis. QauTemap 
as if she had been perfectly worthy pf 
e:^ein« "She really was so in every other 

' instance^ 


*mrtat«ciB^ ^eKccp^ hi her bimd «e^l to |Hirr 
imie &ie unrMsosable request of her dying 
lilfi^nd. 

■r 

A« Rhodtfika fe!t a strong inclination to 
'iH»w horw llieresia hnd been received by, 
fi^ moiber^ «he proposed to take a vf^3^, 
iahd shew her guests sjome df the romantil: 
Winery vi4iidi -iKH'romid^ Vfetulef on 
*«weiy side. 'Mrs. Danvemop and Theresia 
were delighted with the proposal. ^Ros<>- 
inaski gave his hand to the former, and the 
latter followed them with Rhodiska; When 
they were in the open country, Rhodiska 
purposely fell some little distance behmd 
Rosomaski and Mrs. ©anvernop, and ex- 
pressed her satisfaction at seeing, her mo- 
ther and herself so thoroughly reconciled, 
and her hopes that no similar event would 
ever interrupt their future harmony. 

'^ There is no danger of that/* replied 
Theresia — '' my mother, who is a reason- 
able woman in every other respect, is sen- 
sible of her error in this. ^ I am perfectly 
satisfied, from the reception which she has 

given 
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4l[iven me, that I shall experience pnly her 
tenderness in future. But^ as you know 
the former part of this adventure^ it wduld 
be a pity to conceal fro^i you the latter, 
which appears to me to be little less extra- 
ordinary. If the one was wonderful^ the 
other was very extraordinary." 

Riiodiska expressed her earnest desire to 
hear it^ and Theresia gave it to ber^ as^will 
mppear in tbe next volume. 


END OP VOL. I. 
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